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Non-Cognition and the Third
Pramana

Zhi-Hua Yao

Department of Philosophy
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Abstract

In the history of Indian philosophy, three major figures that con-
tributed to the theory of non-cognition are the Mima j saka Kumatrila,
the Buddhist I§varasena and his student Dharmakirti. Whereas we have
plenty of materials for Kumarila and Dharmakirti, sources on
I$varasena are very limited.

This paper will discuss some concepts and materials that may be
linked to the I$varasena tradition. Among them are the concept of
feiliang 7EEl, as found in the writings of Dharmapala, Asvabhava,
Jinaputra and their Chinese counterparts, and apramanata (or
apramanatva), as found in the works of Dharmakirti and his
commentators. I shall demonstrate that the two concepts in many ways
mirror the theory of three pramanas proposed by I§varasena. Through
this study, I hope to fill gaps in our understanding of the early
development of the theory of non-cognition.

Keywords : non-cognition, feiliang, non-existence,
apramanata, the third pramana
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