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Abstract

Due to the dispute on the origin of ethics, one can ask such a
question, whether ethics is grounded on reason or feeling/emation. In
Kant’s ethics, he determined the functions of reason and feeling/emotion
in ethics by the distinction of the principle of judgment of morality and
the principle of execution of morality, and eventually held to a principle
of “rational a priori”. However, Husserl and Scheler believed that Kant
disregarded the a priori essential laws of feeling. In contrast with Kant,
they revealed the a priori in the fields of feeling/emotion by the theory of
material a priori. Husserl held the flag of reason high and finally regarded
ethics as “secondary philosophy”. But Scheler did not follow him. He
revealed the independence and primacy of feeling/emotion, and founded
his ethics on the apriori-emotion. Thus, he held on the absolute, primary
status of the phenomenological ethics.

Keywords: Rational a Priori, Emotional a Priori, the Foundation
of Ethics, I. Kant, E. Husserl, Max Scheler



