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Abstract

R. G. Collingwood maintains in An Essay on Philosophical Method
that the philosophical thinking is categorical and claims that this is the
real import of the ontological argument. In this paper, it is argued that,
whereas the ontological argument is a semantic analysis of the concept of
an entity whose essence contains existence, Collingwood’s thesis of the
philosophical thinking’s categoricality is based upon the structure of the
object referred to by a philosophical concept. Collingwood names the
object philosophical genus, which is a genus with species falling under it
that are ordered in a scale of forms. The philosophical genus has such a
structure because, as the object of philosophical thinking, it is formed in
the conflicts among different thinking or theories.
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