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Abstract

A member of the Kyoto School of Philosophy in modern Japan,
Tanabe Hajime (1885-1962) established himself as a unique and
outstanding philosopher following his publication of his work on the
logic of species. Once his dialectical, triadic logic of genus, species and
individual began to show its problems owing to its estrangement from
reality, Tanabe found himself propelled by the calling from some absolute
force to transform the philosophy of self-power (the theory of species)
into the philosophy of Other-power (philosophy of metanoetics and
Christian philosophy). This transformation of his not only opened a new
era for the religious traditions of both East and West, but also brought the
philosophy of reason, through self-negation to self-affirmation, to a new
stage. Such negation and affirmation, metanoetics and redemption,
repentance and deliverance, life and death and the transformations of all
these pairs formed the basis of Tanabe’s philosophy. This article will
focus on the process of the formation and transformation of Tanabe’s
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religion philosophy as theory of absolute critique. It will, based on this
focus, discuss what modern significance his philosophy, given its
manifest characteristics of the orient, can offer to the readers today.

Keywords: Theory of species, Philosophy of metanoetics,
Absolute critique, Philosophy of self-power,
Philosophy of Other-power, Christian philosophy






