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Towards Green Gentrification? A Preliminary
Enquiry of the Waterfront Housing
Development in the Taipei Metropolitan Area
Chih-hung Wang
Professor, Graduate Institute of Building and Planning, National Taiwan University

Han-ru Lee
Research Assistant, Graduate Institute of Building and Planning, National Taiwan University

Abstract

Using data from real estate advertisements, housing prices and cases stud-
ies of land development mechanism, the article discusses the recent develop-
ment and effects of waterfront housing in Taipei. The authors find that, firstly,
waterfront landscape has become a selling point for housing market. Secondly,
the average price of the waterfront real estates is lower than the average of
whole district, and the difference slightly increased in recent years. It shows
that the waterfronts are still marginal areas, while some of the price increased
obviously in specific places and varied through the types, height, and distance.
Thirdly, the new housing developments mainly locate at where the state estab-
lished infrastructures and promoted the proper-led development projects. Final-
ly, there is worry and controversy about the green gentrification of new water-
front housing development which implies commodification of public scenery,

transfer of property interests between classes, and replacement of lifestyles.

Keywords: Waterfront, Housing, Property-led Development, Green Gentrification



