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No. 5 Patient’s Lines of Travel in
A Dream Like a Dream

Chia-chen Lee"

Abstract

A Dream Like a Dream is Stan Lai’s millennium stage work that
encompasses No. 5 Patient’s epic-like journey. In his cross-culture/century
trip, No. 5 Patient is not merely traveling, but also practicing the Buddhist
rules. It is evident that Stan Lai infuses the Tibetan Buddhist’s philosophy
into this play. Due to its religious implication, in recent years the Mandala
structure of this work has been foregrounded in many studies, which
highlights the subject of transmigration, suffering, and Nirvana.

Though the play is embedded with the metaphors of Buddhism, it
would be reductive if we read this play with only one religious perspective.
To avoid such reduction, this study will take the issue of “encountering the
other” into consideration by bringing Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guattari’s
notion onto the traveler’s lines of travel. It accordingly aims to reveal how
A Dream Like a Dream manifests a fusion of the Mandalian structure and
Deleuzian lines of travel. This complementary model will expose the
problematic reading of fixing this play under the general structure of
Mandala.

Keywords: 4 Dream Like a Dream, Mandala, Deleuze, Guattari, lines of
travel, encountering the other
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Chia-chen Lee, Graduate Program in Department of English,
National Chengchi University.
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