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Cultural Phenomena of Globalization:
Cultural Symbiosis and Creative Industry

Chih-cheng Yang

Abstract

The globalization has been an irreversible revolutionary change, which
covers dimensions of philosophical, political, economical, technological, artistic
and various cultural levels. From the aspect of its function, globalization is the
process of global-unification, but from the aspect of its value, globalization is the
cultural combination of global-localization. As far as Immanuel Kant’s ontology
is concerned, the ontological feature of globalization is the integration of rational
process and diverse values. It is the symbiosis of technology, culture, material
and idea, not the mechanism of imperial form.

The idea of symbiosis is a floating and multi-balanced theory. Every being
is temporary, dichotic and inclusive; it contains the values of both the
mainstream and the non-mainstream. And more importantly, it constructs a space
for the grey area. The order of symbiosis is formed by multivalent web, which is
a non-linear, non-center global system connecting various energy of
self-consciousness.

In essence, culture has its life energy in itself enhanced with the idea of
symbiosis. Various cultures will complete the symbiotic order in the process of
evolution, floatation, dialogism, compromise and synthesis. During the
symbiotic process, various cultures not only reinterpret their own histories, but
also stimulate the wisdom for future development and distil cultural symbols
from other cultures on the basis of their own to create a new culture. Therefore,
globalization will offer a great opportunity for cultural industry.

From the aspect of the history, the cultural industry includes the
industrialization of culture and the cultural creativity of industry. The former
refers to the industrial system being deployed in the business of culture,
including technology and management system, in order to expand the value and
profit of cultural products; the latter refers to the enhancement of cultural
significance in the industrial products. If we divide the feature of cultural
industry according to developmental status, the traditional cultural industry is
becoming institutionalized along the cultural imperialism while the “creative
cultural industry” is forming upon the impact of globalization.

Keywords: glocalization, cultural imperialism, symbiosis,
cultural industry, cultural creative industry
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