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Preliminary Study on Foreign Culture:
A French View of Chinese Life in
the Eighteenth Century

Ching-ying Lin"

Abstract

The modern communication of Sino-French culture initially began in
the era of Louis XIV. Louis XIV was active in external expansion and turned
his attention to the Far East after his accession to the throne. He granted the
title of “King’s mathematician” for six Jesuits in 1685 and sent them to
China for the investigation of science and culture. Since then, Sino-French
bilateral exchanges were launched for nearly a century. Jesuits acted as the
liaison: on one hand, they wrote what they saw and heard in China in letters
and reports, sent them back to France with all kinds of books for a better
understanding of China and talked with the Jesuits that returned to France
and reported the actual situation, with a higher curiosity and passion about
China. As a result, Chinese thinking and culture became the most popular
topic in the intellectual circle and Chinese arts and crafts became the most
fashionable arts collected by upper-class aristocracies. China became one
kind of fashion from the royal ball to the streets of Paris and each article was
admired and adored.

However, how was China visualized and spatialized in this boom? How
was China imagined, defined and symbolized in foreign culture? What kind
of rhetoric was used to affect consumption and create desire and Chinese life?
By adopting the research method of taking literature, images and historical
data as the reference and mutual confirmation, this article aims to explore in
the perspective of material culture the preliminary communication of

“ Ching-ying Lin, Ph.D. candidate, Department of Chinese Literature, National
Chung Hsing University.
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Sino-French culture: how the material culture of China, as the otherness of
foreign culture, gave French new sensory experience and created the special
and creative Chinese lifestyle and taste, and further observation of the
changes and influence of Sino-French culture communication on French art
taste.

Keywords: 18 century, Sino-French, Chinoiserie, Material Culture
Cultural history
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—IE W ARZEEEELEN (Manufacture de Vincennes) t7gR=2%E1T » Bl H
SEIE M s R 258 R (Porcelaine de Chantilly, 1725~1780 )% & ZE(#FR
ERFA PSRRI AR ST TR ET A mEa WY ERREE -
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EHLFE M MYEER (Sévres, Cité de la céramique )
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R AL E R YR, (Les Arts Décoratifs )
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16 : B8 5T NIRRT T 2 E R RHE
EEF R EEAEEEE (Bibliothéque nationale de France )

17 : B S+ RAYE TR ENRE
EEF R EEAEEE (Bibliothéque nationale de France )

THRERAETE ) EER
1. EESEEH BB GREREE
R T A AR Ban I E R - B IR AT

1 llustrations de Jany-Robert. Les procédés du vernis Martin. Paris, H. Laurens.
1892.

12 |llustrations de Jany-Robert. Les procédés du vernis Martin. Paris, H. Laurens.
1892.
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5y« %) « 7k (Louis Le Vau, 1612-1670) 1£ NLEIEEACEHE R fh O EHYFEL
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1630-1672) (i hEr & = @ & & B 4137+ 5% W3e) (L'Ambassade de la
Compagnie orientale des Provinces Unies vers I'Empereur de la Chine ou du
Grand Cam de Tartarie. Leyde: J. De Meurs, 1665.
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218 (fHRAEREIE A S LEIE I F BT ) —F 2 fhlE
EEF R EEAEEETE (Bibliothéque nationale de France )

19 : HiHEoiEx e (Trianon de porcelaine ) filREE
JFLER R = B L oh B = TR R

( Musée National des Chéateaux de Versailles et de Trianon )
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HOTEE  JEB = A ST A A T T B L 2 HEREER R AL (Anne-Marguerite
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galantes )—EH R —(FERE - H K KAERA (Madame la
Chanceliere) EZIRZE/ B J A (Duchesse de Bourgogne, 1685-1712 )
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RS % > S REB A BR AEE it ER B et THy - g

MCESES T 2



FOEYIAR 179

& 1699 £EAYE - 34 3 fE R AV IR S 2RISR > X4
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B By T ERRTHCHIEIR  EREER I TR R
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—HER TESEE  RENEE - B S I - BEEI TR E
N - (ESEE PR ST H L - AR PRI E EAECEF K55
(Marche du Roi de Chine )» 7A1% /2 F[E#&+( Entrée d'une Pagode )35} »

B %P LLE B R THIPEPE A 18HR =45 %%k (Chaconne) 2EgRIREN R
FIERBE - aNE 21 > F5XHE S - 14 (Berain Jean, 1640-1711) Fr&rYE—

ST IR, Ry BRI bl SR Ty P R E R o FefIRTLL

A

> Mercure galant ( Février 1700). Paris: Chez Michel Brunet, Grand Salle du
Paris au Mercure Galanr, 1700. p.154~155. 51 % 4] » & {7 ¢ -
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MERCURE
T

ADIL AMONSEIGNEUR

E AUPHIN.
FEVRIER 1700

20 : ({BHERY(Z(E) (Mercure Galant) » 1700 £ 2 H 5%
EEEF EEAEAER (Bibliothéque nationale de France )
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22 @ 1755 AL ER PR eRl AR S Lie SR E Y 5
EEE R EEEEEER (Bibliothéque nationale de France )
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23 : ER{A - 14N IR
BB F EEAEAER (Bibliothéque nationale de France )
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EAYATEAMEE Dttt g = R e I BERERER At S
A ERAE BRI < AR F 2 =8 (J.-P-R Cuisin, 1777-1845 ) 17 H ( &k
G RIBSBUE LTI ) (Les Bains de Paris et des
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Quel pays merveilleux! Sans sortir de Paris,

Dans le Palais-Royal, vous avez des Chinoises:

Un orchestra chinois, arrivé de Pékin,

Exécute, en ronflant, un solo de Martin:

Mais dans les Bains chinois, ¢’est un autre artifice,
D’un kiosque élégant tracez-vous 1’édifice;

Sous des rochers de platre en amas rocailleux

D’une grotte en carton a 1’aspect gracieux.
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Ainsi le Parisien, tout prés de sa maison
Peut, la canne a la main, aborder a Canton. (J-P-R Cuisin

105-106)
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BEATEA o EMYEEIEE AL - 3 - BB E AL SR Y EaE T
LAYy B B 2 (J-P-R Cuisin 103) - fFE2 - 2B E2 (Saint-Laurent)
A 2R T B 5445 (Redoute Chinoise ) » 35 A7 im 1 BV AE S
TSR F O AR ae— T 2 Ry ek B 1y 255%( Les joux des bagues ) -
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@G SR P FURS 1 B LUABIFTRE G = EEEnT R B AR |
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®opgd &gk %R J-P-R Cuisin,
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24 : Francesco Bettini (1735-1805) FLER S| i 44 5 4 Ak 1
EEF R EEAEEEE (Bibliothéque nationale de France )
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BEEEMTT » BR B URT o BRI T E G R AR R YY)
gy ( Chantilly; musee Conde) - 7 &l {%: o o] FIEIE ) VAV ETAE Rl
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HIEwITE 188

& E  EIH ETEE R SRR, - FTARCPr R ELA - SEEVEEY) -
BT 1 Ry BEARARE R -
AMSER A EZREE EI A AR AEE - h A EH R AR E
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S P EES s ] Rk BAREHFRS i T RO - T E T S THEE T
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25 1 )\t Hr L T Y BEAR
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7 M. Henry Havard. “Bibliographie: Dictionnaire de 1’ameublement et de la
decoration depuis le XVIlle siécle jusqu’a nos jours,”Revue des arts décoratifs.
Paris: 1887. p. 39. p* A B % ) iz o
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FIrE o (RASUBETAOR ) » PG @ FFHRRH - 2004 -
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