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The significance of Peter Chadaev’s “Philosophical

Letters” in Russian cultural history
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ABSTRACT

Chaadaev’s close friend, a great Russian poet A. Pushkin, who also knew him
very well, has written a poem called “For Chaadaev’s Portrait”.

Peter Chaadaev was a famous Russian thinker, as well as a Westernizer. After he
was graduated from Moscow University, he joined the Russo-French War in 1812 and
went to Paris with the Russian army. He retired from military service in 1821. From
1823 to 1826, he traveled throughout Europe and befriended Shelling, who greatly
influenced him.

After returning from Europe, Chaadaev worried about corruption in Russia;
therefore he wrote the “Philosophical Letters”(8 letters included). The first letter was
published in 1836 and garnered a lot of attentions in Russia. Chaadaev was accused of
being “the traitor of Russia”; the czar even denounced him as a “madman” and forbid
him from publishing any articles.

As the Russian great thinker A. Herzan said, that the “Philosophical Letters” is
the product of the awakening self-conscience of Russian nationalism. The meaning of
Chaadaev himself and his “Philosophical Letters” to Russian culture, does not lie in
its content and viewpoints, rather it reveals the Russian self-conscience, criticism and
tradition of thinking. Chaadaev considered Russia's destiny and offered a way to
develop Russia. The raising of these issues in historical philosophy has given
Chaadaev an important status in Russia's cultural history; in fact, the debate between
Westernizer and Slovophilolism was stirred up by his viewpoints.
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KiamoueBble ciaoBa: aekaOpuCThl, TMpaBOCIIaBHe, 3alaJHUKH, CIIABTHOQDWIIHI,
“@unocodekue mucbMay, BuzantiHu3M, A. U. T'eprien, A. C.
[Mymkun, . [I€nnuHr, Karoauuu3M, HAPOAHUYECTBO,
teopust opunmansroii HapoxHoctd, C.C. Veapos ( aBTop

bopMyBl  “IpaBOCIaBHE, CAMOJIEPIKABHE, HAPOTHOCTEY ) ©

YaamaeB BooOIIe Obl1 cBOcOoOpa3HOW (Urypoi. 3a BHEHNTHOCTBIO T'BapIIEHCKOTO
odurepa, CKpbIBAJICA OAWH W3 DyOoyaiimux B TormamHedn Poccum yMmoB,
00J1a1aBIINIT HHCTUHKTOM peBoitonoHepa. Hemapom xoporno 3HaBmmii ero [TymkuH
nucain: “PoxkeH B okoBax CiyxObl 1apckoil, oH B Pume Obin 6b1 bpyT, B Adunax -
[Tepukiec, a 3mech OH - ouilep rycapckuit.”

[lerp fxoBneBuu Yaagaes - pyccKUil MpICIUTENb U MyOnuuucT. Yuuics B MI'Y
(1808 — 1811) . B 1819 r. Obu1 mpunsr B “Coro3 GmaromeHcTBus”, B 1812 1. B
“CeBepHoe 0011ecTBO’ 1eKadbprcTOB. YuacTBoBasI B OTeuecTBeHHOU BoliHe 1812 1. 1 B
3arpaHMyuOM AaHTHHAIIOJEOHOBCKOM moxone 1812-1814 rr. B 1812 1. mpepsan
ONecTAIIyI0 BOCHHYIO Kaphepy, BBINIET B OTCTaBKy. Bo Bpems mytemiecTBus 3a
rpanuny B 1823-1826 1. nosHakomucsa ¢ Ilémumnrom u  JlameHHe,
penurno3Ho-purocodckre uaeH KOTOPHIX OKa3ald Ha HETO TTy0oKoe Bo3jaeicTBue. B
xonue 1829 .  Yaanmaes mauan paborarh moj TpakraroM “@unocodcekue mucbma’”( Ha
¢bpaniry3ckoM si3bike ) . Dta pabora, COCTOSIIAsI M3 BOCBMHU ITHCEM, OBLT 3aKOHUCHA B
1813 .

B ITuceme mepBoM, omybnnkoBaHnHOM B 1836 . YaamaeB pe3ko ocyaun Poccuro
BooOmie. Hu onuH pycodo6 He Hamucas nmpo Poccrio TakKuX CTPAIIHBIX OCYKIAFOIIHX
cnoB, kak YaanmaeB. 3a oty myOnukanuio YaamaeB ObL1 “Bbicodaiiiiie” OOBSBICH
cyMacuIeIIIuM, U ObLT JIMIIIEH BO3MOKHOCTH Iedatarscsi. Tem He MeHee YaanaeB ObLT
BIIUSATEIBHBIM MBICTHTEIIEM, OKA3aBIIMM 3HAYMTEIbHOE BO3ACHCTBHE ( OCOOEHHO
MIOCTAHOBKOM MPOOJIEMbI HCTOPHYECKUX Cyae0 Poccur ) Ha mpeicTaBUTENEH pa3HbIX
HalpaBJICHUH 0OLIECTBEHHON MBICIIH - KaK Ha 3aIla/IHUKOB, TaK U Ha CIABIHO(HIIOB.
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