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Russian-Chinese military ties: Development and Implications
Ming-Yen Tsai™

Abstract

Russian and Chinese military cooperation has tended to
incorporate and reflect wider strategic, political, economic and
military meanings. In the face of economic downturn at home and
NATO enlargement in Eastern Europe, Russia has sought to
develop closer military cooperation with China since the end of the
Cold War. Russian and Chinese confidence-building measures in
the border areas have helped to lessen bilateral military tensions
and enhance the stability in this region. Russia’s efforts to promote
arms sales to China and develop joint military exercise with the
PLA, however, have brought uncertainties to regional security. To
lighten the financial hardship in defense industries and increase
Russia’s regional influence in Asia, Russia will continue its military
ties with China. It is worthily noted that suffering potential
competitions from EU in China’s arms market, Russia has started
to loosen its controls over the types of weapons and technologies
supplied to China. As it seeks to deepen military cooperation with
China, Russia may need to take further assessment on current and
future development of geo-politics and security situation in East
Asia. Should Moscow overly depend on Russia-China military
cooperation to strengthen Russia’s regional influence, it may
reduce Russia’s maneuverability in dealing with its diplomatic and
strategic relations with other countries in East Asia.

Keywords: Russian-Chinesemilitary cooperation; PLA moderniz-
ation; arms trade; confidence-building measures.
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