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Restrictions of Sino-Russian Strategic Cooperation
Partnership on the Interaction between Taiwan and Russia

Lin Tsui* , Cheng-Tao Hsieh ™

Abstract

Under the structure of Sino-Russian strategic cooperation
partnership, military cooperation between the both countries has
promoted Chinese armed force to place a threat on Taiwan, also
simultaneously became a main strength to prevent the US to
intervene the crisis of cross-Strait. Russia frankly is acting indirect
but pivotal role in the circumstance of Taiwan Strait. However,
does this imply that Russia does not oppose the Chinese army to
use force to accelerate the problem of unification?

The foreign policy of Russian Federation acts up to the
realism; therefore, the supreme national interests as well as the
omni-directional principle are carried out in their foreign affairs.
Although Putin has attached importance to the Sino-Russian
strategic partnership, and emphasized many times that Russia
supports the Chinese government firmly on all issues about Taiwan,
he also gives forewarning that Russian diplomatic priority should
be put on the basis of national security and the economic benefit.
Therefore on those major issues such as, pipeline laying, bilateral
economics and trade relations, Chinese population expansion,
military technology cooperation etc., Putin always has placed the
national benefit as priority. In regards to the process of cooperation
between Russia and China, Russia’s Council for Foreign and
Defense Policy deemed not to involve in the complicated
Sino-American relations, because one of the Russian diplomatic
principles is to avoid conflicting, especially with those Russian
economic development relies on.

* Assistant Professor, Center for General Education, Meiho Institute of
Technology.

** Associate Professor, Center for General Education, National Pingtung
University of Science & Technology.
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First of all, important tasks in Russian diplomacy include
maintaining equal and stable relations with Western countries, as
well as obtaining fund aid for reviving Russian economy.
Furthermore, any military conflict which would intensify the
regional crisis in the Asian-Pacific area, does not serve Russia's
national interest, much less there are also more than 2 billion US
dollar economic and trade transactions between Russia and Taiwan.

Therefore from the aspects of overall strategic interest of
Russia and interaction of Sino-Russo-American triangle, Russia
might favor maintain the present situation or a peaceful solution in
cross-Strait problem, and thus to be unwilling involving in
resistance and the conflict with US. It is critical that Russia’s
support towards China in this situation does not break out into a
war in the Taiwan Straits. Besides avoiding direct conflicts and
preventing the risk of warfare magnified or protracted, so as to
avoid its long-term benefits damaged, if supposed military conflict
is actually unable to evade, Russia also will positively step in the
mediation or the diplomatic intercede in order to make postwar
arrangement for its own sake.

Keywords: Sino-Russian strategic cooperation partnership;

Taiwan-Russia relation; Russian role.

113



HAHERTSE R 1Y (2007 76 )

114



