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Centripetal and Centrifugal: Legislator Candidates’ Position in the
Issue of the Cross-Strait Relations before and after the Electoral

Reform

Abstract

In democratic country, election is the main approach for the politicians to
receive position, reputation, and power. Many factors affect the result. Electoral
system is one of the key causes to determine who-incumbent and challenger- will win
the election. In addition, electoral systems also affect the process of producing winner,
the candidates’ motive and campaign, the electorate’s voting behaviors. and even
different types of party politics. This paper targets on the district legislators’
behaviors. Do their behaviors change after the electoral reform transiting from SNTV
to Single-District Two-Votes System? To be more specific, | focus on the fifth and
seventh terms of legislators as the analysis unit, and explore their attitudes or
campaign platform on Cross-Strait issue, which are published on the campaign
communique. | used the content analysis to analyze the campaign communique. There
are several findings implied from this research. First, electoral system indeed affects
legislators’ positions on Cross-Strait issues. There is significant difference between
the fifth and seventh terms of legislators. Second, comparing with the fifth term,
although the seventh term of legislators propose more Cross-Strait-related campaign
platform, their attitudes are more moderate. This finding supports the median voter
theorem. Under the Single-District System, comparing with SNTYV, legislators will
stand on moderate position on Cross-Strait issue, no matter on direction or intensity.
In conclusion, the findings fit to my expectation that the seventh term of legislators
stand on moderate position on the political spectrum. They are incline to propose
more neutral campaign platform. They prefer maintaining the status quo to unification
or independence.

Keyword: single nontransferable vote under multi-member district system, mixed-
member majoritarian system, electoral reform, median voter theorem, spatial theory of
voting
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