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Abstract

B. Riftin was a famous Russian sinologist during middle period of 20" century to
early 21% century, and his researches have made influence within Chinese and world-
wide academic circles. Riftin followed the researching path of Russian sinology which
has been lasting for over 300 years, and was inherited by his teacher V. Alekseev, who
was known as focusing on field study and the collection of origin documents and
materials. Besides, Riftin’s research method about Russian Folklore and mythology was
obviously influenced by Veselovsky’s Historical Poetics, Propp’s Morphology of
Folktale and parts of Meletinskii’s claims.

The contribution of Riftin’s research could be marked in four perspectives. First,
he surveyed the materials in libraries and official institutions in the Post-Soviet states
and nearby regions. The most important contribution during this survey was the
discovering of “The Story of the Stone”, which was preserved abroad. Second, Riftin
conducted oral narrative survey and recorded legends in the Dungan area. Third, he
collected “Chinese New Year Paintings” and attracted his attention to such materials.
Last but not least, he conducted field study in the Taiwanese aboriginal tribes and
applied comparative research methods to analyze their myths. In our research, we
compare the research achievements in Chinese myth between Rifitin and two other
scholars, Yuan Ke and Ye Shu-Xian. We also compare the research achievements in
Taiwanese myth between Rifitin and two other Taiwanese scholars, Basuya Boyijernu
and Lu Yi-Lu. These comparisons show how Rifitin’s research concludes boldly from

tiny clues and focuses on empirical evidence.

Our study records the interviews of Riftin’s acquaintances, including a few
scholars and his ex-assistant. Through face-to-face oral narration, we acquired precious
first-hand information that conveys not only the spirit of Riftin’s research but his
personality. Riftin’s rigorous and enthusiastic attitude and his broad cross-cultural

vision has set a good example for those who come after him.

Key words: Russian Sinology, B. Riftin, Myth, Comparative Research
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