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ﬁl}%‘?/ﬁ#{ﬁtﬁip%bﬁﬁmﬁ (Pan & Kaosicki, 1997) - sftrll I PIpurE
IfiiFiEY (Hofstetter, 1998) @ S5 * Pyt B £ ikt
A Aol (Cappella & Jamieson, 1997; Hofstetter et al., 1999) - {4
?Ig{z E[HJF’[LLH g ”yﬁjfyiflr ]:IF[ [igﬁﬁ ! FlﬁEﬁ/ﬂ:‘TLJfH@‘Fﬂ B3R IF[ [~ &
(Pfau, Moy, Robert, Szabo, Lin, & Zhang, 1998) - f 1R BHEE N S
“PYfRf (Barker, 1099) St 1S yRERERYT 1 (Barker & Knlght, 2000;

- 169 -



CHEEET . Fotuwy AMET

Traugott et al., 1996) - SFLFHH B - Hiﬁlﬁkﬁﬁliﬁﬁ IS RS E
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FOAERE - (f S S ffﬁjﬁq@ﬁ?fﬁ*}?f&@ (high political sophlstlcauon) fY
FOHE > T P AP TR o SAEE P Limbaugh [ifSEE Y
fﬁE‘ﬁ‘f‘EUP 3T AL A ﬂ@ﬁﬂéﬁéﬁﬁg?fg E’IFF'l o H R
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(symbolic values) ==y 4 = ;;“[&ﬁ?%r* » Limbaugh 4 [H}fi 55 SR i
SRR £ (Appel, 2003) o e SF5f-a IS0~ SIVHEERRY
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A Study of Television Political Talk Shows: Issue
Selections, Guest Structures and Audience Characteristics

Emile C. J. Sheng”

ABSTRACT

This study aims to analyze the issue selections, guest structures, and
audience characteristics of all nightly television talk shows three months
before and after the 2002 Taipei and Kaohsiung mayoral elections. Both a
content analysis and a telephone survey are used in the study, with the former
being supplemented by informal personal interviews with program producers.
The results show that legislators and journalists comprise the major sources
of the talk show guests. Election-related topics are discussed most
frequently, followed by party-related topics. Issues related to government
efficiency and domestic policy, however, are the least frequently discussed.
Furthermore, those who most often call into the programs tend to be men
identified with the People-First Party (PFP) with stronger political interests,
but a lower level of political knowledge. Those who regularly watch the
talk shows, on the other hand, tend to be older PFP-identifying people with
stronger interests and higher levels of political knowledge. They also are
apt to discuss politics more and be less satisfied with the President’s
performance. The study ends with a discussion of the implications and
future research directions of the findings.

Keywords: call-in program, call-in experience, guest structure, talk shows,
audience characteristics

* Emile C. J. Sheng is Associate Professor at the Department of Political Science in
Soochow University, Taipei, Taiwan.

- 203 -



e
S
=]
%
A
o+

$atuwgy 94E70

- 204 -



