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The Third-Person Effect and a New Social
Movement Model in Television Reform:
A Survey of Residents in Kaohsiung City and
County

Chih-hsien Chen & Lola C.P. Chen”

ABSTRACT

The study aims to understand how the residents in Kaohsiung city and
county perceive and evaluate Taiwan’s television performance and reform.
The third-person effect as well as other possible influential factors are also
taken into account and empirically examined in a telephone survey.
According to the statistical results of a path analysis, residents with a higher
education, media efficacy, and regulatory views tend to support television
reform. Contrary to the hypothesis of the third-person effect, the study argues
that the less negative impacts on both themselves and others are presumed by
those respondents, the more likely that they will support television reform. A
new social movement model has been tested and suggested as a better
approach to comprehend television reform in southern Taiwan.

Keywords: the third-person effect, new social movement, path analysis,
television reform, media efficacy
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