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The origin and development of
Thai Public Broadcasting Service

Chen-Ling Hung’k
ABSTRACT

In January 2008, Thai Public Broadcasting Service (TPBS) formally
started operation. To understand this newest public media in Asian, the
author visited Thailand and interview TPBS staff and scholars. The research
finds that TPBS was transformed from a private TV station during the coup
detat government in 2006 partly as a response to civic appeal for a public
television. TPBS copied the BBC model and designed in some ways worthy
of attention. TPBS get subsidy from cigarette and alcohol tax which ensures a
stable financial source. TPBS tries to strengthen its relationship with the civil
society by building an audience council which is responsible for overseeing
TPBS programs and offering audience opinions. However, the TPBS faces a
challenging future due to the instable political situation, the reorganization of
this station and its following adjustment and, finally, Thai society’s ignorance

of public media.

Keywords: civil society, coup detat, television system, Thai Public
Broadcasting Service (TPBS)

* Chen-Ling Hung is associate professor at Graduate Institute of Journalism, National
Taiwan University.
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