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Why Can’t Hong Kong Forget the June 4th Incident ?
Media, Social Organization, Nation-State and
Collective Memory

Joseph M. Chan & Francis L. F. @*

ABSTRACT

The June 4th incident which happened in 1989 is still widely
commemorated in Hong Kong. Using multiple methods, the investigators of
this study attempt to explain why the collective memory about June 4th has
remained so stable over time. The analytical framework consists of three
agents: media, social organizations, and the nation-state. Collective memory
is the result of the contestations and interactions among these agents. The
result indicated that the stability of a collective memory largely depends on
whether the media can effect a social imprint during the stage of event
formation, whether there are social organizations dedicated to its cause,
whether the media are free to report on related controversies, and whether the
social political contexts provide enough discursive opportunities for the
articulation of collective memory. The theoretical implications for the study

of media and collective memory are also discussed.

Keywords: June 4th incident, collective memory, media, social organization,

nation-state

* Joseph M. Chan and Francis L.F. Lee are professor and associate professor of
Journalism and Communication at the School of Journalism and Communication, The
Chinese University of Hong Kong.
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