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AMTRERTHTER

The “Reality” under News Making:
Working Conditions and Professional Anxiety of
Photojournalists

Chung-Hung Pan’
ABSTRACT

This study primarily focuses on the labor process of photojournalists
by participant observation and in-depth interviews to analyze
photojournalists’ working conditions and professional ethics after the
newspapers embargo had been relieved. The results indicated that
journalism ethics was falling along with the news commercialization, and
it has caused photojournalists to lose professional independence, and to
sway between the identity of being the workers or the professionals. By
analyzing the photojournalists’ labor process, it has been found that the
professional workers’ values were merely based on the value of business
interests. According to this reality, it may be causing further oppression
and exploitation of the professional workers, if there is no corresponding

working conditions to safeguard the professionals.

Keywords: labor process, photojournalist, professionalism, professional

ethics, work ethics

* Chung-hung Pan is a photojournalist at the United Daily News Group, Taiwan.
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