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A New Balance: “Zumbayllu” in José Maria

Arguedas’ Los Rios Profundos’

Rosal & Shiau-bo Liang™

Abstract

This paper suggests that José Maria Arguedas (1911-1969) in his novel Los Rios
Profundos (1958) offered an ideal of balance that united the Colonial and the Quechua.
In this paper I use the postcolonial semiotic to interpret the signification of the
“zumbayllu”, the principal signifier of the novel. Arguedas in this novel related it to
the Andean cosmology with its dualism and complementary symbolism. At the same
time he created a new balance; not a European balance, but an Andean one, in which
the Europeans were included. Through the teenager Ernesto’s eyes, Arguedas
described with marvelous realism how the “zumbayllu” worked in different ways,
first with Ernesto and Hispanics and later with Ernesto and the Indians. Symbolically
at the end of the novel the colonos’ songs triumphed over the imbalance. | try to show
that Arguedas not only presented subversion--this always exists--, but, most
importantly, the author reclaimed a cosmological order. Although the word
“zumbayllu” is a combination of the Hispanic and Quechua, basically it is Indian.
Arguedas knew well the meaning, and he used “zumbayllu” as a subversive signifier;
however, through the relationships of the characters in this novel, he transcended this
meaning, using “zumbayllu” to create a new balance based on the ancestral Andean
cosmology.

Key words: José Maria Arguedas, Los Rios Profundos, zumbayllu, balance, the
ancestral Andean cosmology.

“ This paper will be published in Spanish by Encuentros en Catay of Fu- Jen University, 2009, vol. 23
and has been permitted to be published in Chinese in another journal.
“ Full time Instructor, Department of Spanish Language and Literature, Providence University.
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