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Regular Plural Noun in Arabic Language

Ghazi Khader Al-Zanahreh®

Abstract

This paper deals with types and meanings of plurals in Arabic language. Some
plurals are different from others in terms of expression. In general, plural nouns can
be divided into two types: regular and irregular. However, there are also rules for the
later one which can be categorized as another form.

As mentioned above, some nouns are not categorized as plural types, though
their meanings are plural. Some linguists address them as plural without specifying
the type, whereas others consider them as wrong expression. | have researched both
ancient and modern Arabic materials and found that these nouns do not exist in any
type of plurality. Neither do they belong to Ism al-jins, jam* al-jam* nor Ism al-jam®.

In my opinion, just like the regular masculine using the suffix “tna”, and the
feminine using the suffix “at”, these nouns possess plural meaning with the suffix “t”.
Examples are as followed: sayyaf and sayyafat, gannas and gannasat, nashi’ and
nashi’at...etc. Therefore, | believe that these nouns can be seen as a special type of

regular plural noun.

Key words: plurality, regular plural noun, irregular plural noun, types of plural noun

* Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic Language & Culture, National Chengchi University
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Ababneh, Jafar Nayif, The Morphophonemic of Pluralization in Biblical Hebrew and
Classical Arabic (unpublished Ph.D. Dissertation ), University of Utah, 1978.
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