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Abstract

The author discusses the reasons why the collaborative learning contributes to
students’ academic achievement and cognitive development, based on the theories of
Piaget and Vygotsky. The result is that explaining activities, the provision of cueing and
exploring questions, and the solving of similar questions, et al. are helpful; that in the
actual learning situation, the learners could integrate their life experience, and could clarify
the argument among them; that low-ability students could get what they have not
understood in a heterogeneous group, and high-ability students could get better learning in

a homogenous group. Finally, we give some suggestion about further studies.
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