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TheReturn of Liberalism and Social
Democr acy: Breaking Through the
Barriersof State Socialism,
Nationalism, and Cynicism
in Contempor ary China*

FenG CHoNGY |

After having been sdedined and overwhdmed several times, the
gathering momentum of liberalism and social denocracy in China today
may constitute the most profound change in Chinese intellectual develop-
ment since the mid-nineteenth century. However, it is a daunting task for
both liberalism and social democracy to win the minds of the majority of
Chinese intellectual s by breaki ng down the barriers of state socialism, na-
tionalism, and cynicism It is not easy to determine the political persua-
sions or ideological beliefs of many intellectual s in contemporary China:
Arethey liberals, socialigs or nationalists? One can eadly find devotees
of liberalism, soci alism, or nationalismamong intell ectualsin modernand
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contemporary China; the problem liesin the heterogeneous nature of their
ideological beliefs and political persuasions. Asa pattern, many of these
intellectualsare, or intendto be, liberals, socialists, and nati onalists at the
same time, without fully understanding the tensions or contradictions be-
tween these different ideologies. One consequence is repeated bewilder-
ment at many historical junctures, when such elite display political precar-
iousness and ideological bankruptcy. Theseintell ectuals may subscribeto
liberal and democratic val ues, but in the end cannot resist the seduction of
state socialism and nationalism. The combination of these three palitical
beliefs has actually formed a hierarchy in the ideological sructure of
progressive Chinese intellectual sin modern times. Nati onalism camefirst,
fol lowed by socialiam and liberalism in order of re ativeimportance. Itis
imposs ble tofind any influential political or intellectual leadersin modern
China who are not nationalist. The strong commitment of the elite to na-
tionalism has not only eventual ly led to the preval ence of state socialism
over any other brands of socialism, but has also set a clear limit on the
development of liberalism There is now a real posd hility that liberalism
will prevail over both nationalism and state socialismin China.

KEevyworps: intellectuas, China; nationalism; socialism; liberalism.

The turn of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries has been marked
by two mgor events. One is the reemergence of liberalism by way of a
heated debate between liberalsand the "New Left" ( ).! Theother is

For accounts from the liberal camp, see Ren Jiantao, "Jedu 'xin zuopai™ (D eciphering the
"new | eft"), in Ziyou zhuyi zhi zheng yu Zhongguo sixiangjie de fenhua (The debate on lib-
eralism and the split in the Chinese worl d of thought), ed. Li Shitao (Changchun: Shidai
wenyi chubanshe, 2000), 191-214; and Yuan Weishi, "Ziyou zhuyi lunzheng guankui" (A
regtricted view of the debate on liberalism), Kaifang shidai (Open Times), no. 138 (July
2000). For alengthy account in English fromthe"new left" camp, see Xudong Zhang, " The
Making of the Past-Tiananmen Intellectual Field: A Critical Overview," in Whither China:
Intellectual Politics in Contemporary China, ed. Xudong Zhang (Durham and London:
Duke University Press, 2001), 1-75. For relatively neutral reports and comments, see Xu
Jilin, "Qimeng de mingyun: ershi nianlai de Zhongguo sixiang jie" (The fate of enlighten-
ment: The Chinese world of thought in the last twenty years), Ershiyi shiji (Twenty-first
Century), no. 50 (December 1998); X u Jilin, Liu Jing, Luo Gang, and Xue Yi, "X unzhao
'disantiao daolu'": guanyu 'ziyou zhuyi' yu 'xin zuopai' de duihua" (In search of the "third
way": A dialogue about "liberalism" and "new left"), in Lingyizhong gimeng, by Xu Jlin
(Ancther kind of enlightenment) (Guangzhou: Huacheng chubanshe, 1999), 276-302; Li
Zehou, "Ziyoupai he mincuipai" (Liberals and populists), in Bozhai xinshuo (New state-
ments from the boulder house), by Li Zehou (Hong Kong: Tiandi tushu, 1999), 115-22;
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renewed interest in social democracy, a phenomenon which has hardly
received discussionin the academic world. Several mgjor studiesin Eng-
lish on the themes of intellectua development in contemporary China—in
addition to the two by Geremie R. Barmé and Xudong Zhang ( )—
do merit mention here. Merle Goldman providesasuccinct overview from
her typica perspective of the intellectuals vs. state dichotomy;? the rise
of nationalism among Chinese intellectuals as a response to globalization
isvividly described and penetratingly anayzed by Yongnian Zheng (

);3 Joseph Fewsmith offers a comprehensive observation of the linkage
between the maneuverings of the top leadership and the intellectual trends
of the last decade (the rise of neoconservatism and nationalism in par-
ticular);* and the complicated relationships between China's problem of
democracy and various pogt-Tiananmen cultura discourses in China are
very illfully untangled by Ben Xu ( ) through the discipline of cul-
tural criticism.® Built on these observations and informed discussons, this
article is an attempt to assess the simultaneous return of liberaism and
socia demacracy in contemporary China. An analyss of thisintellectud
development is essentia for understanding thetransition in China, both the
seemingly evasive reality and the seemingly unpredictable future.

In the following pages, | will begin with an observation on the re-
emergence of liberalism in contemporary China. Then| will look into the
prospects for socia democracy in Chinese intellectua and political de-
velopment, followed by a brief discussion of the intellectual barriers of

and GeremieR. Barmé, " The Revolution of Resistance," in Social Changein Contemporary
China: Conflict and Resistance, ed. Hizabeth Perry and Mark Selden (London: Routledge,
2000), 198-220.

2Merle Goldman, "A New Relationship Between the Intel lectuals and the State i n the Post-
Mao Period," in An Intellectual History of Modern China, ed. Merle Goldman and Leo Ou-
Fan Lee (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002), 499-538.

3Yongnian Zheng, Discovering Chinese Nationalism in China: Moder ni zation, |dentity, and
International Relations (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999).

4Joseph Fewsmith, China Since Tiananmen: The Politics of Transition (Cambridge: Cam-
bridge University Press, 2001).

5Ben X u, Disenchanted Democracy: Chinese Cultural Criticism after 1989 (Ann Arbor:
Univergty of Michigan Press, 2002).
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gate sociaism, nationadism, and cynicism to the further development of
liberalism and social democracy in China.

TheRevival of L iber alism

Chinese liberal sthemselves claimed that a"rebirth of liberalism" had
aready occurred in Chinain the late 1990s.° According to some leading
Chinese liberd intellectuas, one of the most important events in intellec-
tua circlesin Chinain 1998 was—éfter fifty years of silence—the "open
discourse” on liberalism.” The beginning of the " open discourse" was best
embodied in a preface written in early 1998 by Li Shenzhi ( ), a
senior communist expert on internationd affairs and former vice-president
of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, who claimed that:

After three hundred years of comparison and selection in thewholeworld since
the age of industrialization, and particularly after more than onehundred years
of Chinese experimentation, the | argest in scale in human hi story, thereis suf-
ficient evidence to provethat | iberalismisthebedt, universal value. Today's re-
vival of the liberal tradition which began in Beijing University will beyond
doubt guaranteethe emergence of aliberal Chinainthe eraof globalization.®

5The term "liberals' in this article refers to those absolute liberals who have established a
firm belief in philosophical, economic, and political liberalism and openly defend this beli ef
in practice. In the context of contemporary China, one must make a clear distinction be-
tween liberals, on the one hand, and semi-liberals, on the other. The latter believe in eco-
nomic liberalism and support the project of privatization and marketization but reject polit-
ical liberalism and oppose the proj ect of democratization. More often than nat, liberals and
those semi-liberals within the party-state in China are sworn enemies.

“Liu Junning, "Ziyou zhuyi: jiushi niandaide 'bu su zhi ke" (Liberalism: An "unexpected
guest" of the 1990s), Nanfang zhoumo (Southern Weekend), May 29, 1999; Xu Youyu,
"Ziyou zhuyi yu dangdai Zhongguo" (Liberalism and contemporary China), Kaifang shidai,
no. 128 (May/June 1999); and Zhu Xueqin, "1998 nian ziyou zhuyi xueli de yanshuo" (Dis-
course on liberalism in China in 1998), in Xueshuo Zhongguo (Theories in China), ed. Lu
Yuming et a. (Nanchang: Jiangxi jiaoyu chubanshe, 1999), 202-24.

8Li Shenzhi, "Hongyang Beida de ziyou zhuyi chuantong" (Promoting and developing the
liberal tradition of Beijing Universty), preface to Ziyou zhuyi de xiansheng: Beida
chuantong yu jinxiandai Zhongguo (The harbinger of liberalism: The tradition of Beijing
University and modern China), ed. Liu Junning (Beijing: Zhongguo renshi chubanshe,
1998), 1-5; also in Li Shenzhi and He Jiadong, Zhongguo de daolu (The road for China)
(Guangzhou: Nanfang ribao chubanshe, 2000), 242-46. A sagreat blow to Chineseliberals,
Li Shenzhi died on April 22, 2003.
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By 1998 the camp of Chinese liberalshad actually gathered alarge number
of well-known outspoken scholars, old and young, from a broad range of
disciplines. The group of semi-liberals is much bigger, including large
numbers of managers, professionds, students, and alarge part of the com-
munist bureaucracy.

Liberalism is a complicated edifice of ideas centralized around the
rights of individuas vis-avis the power of the state and the interests of
society. Having first appeared on the historica stage in seventeenth cen-
tury England, liberals acquired their identity by opposing privilege and
favoring equality, progress, and reform. Eventudly liberdism developed
into a very complicated ideology: philosophical liberalism, providing
philosophical and moral foundationsfor the rights of individuals, economic
liberalism, privileging persona property rights, free competition in eco-
nomic activities, and fair trade; and political liberalism, prioritizing per-
sonal rights and individua freedom and advocating congtitutional govern-
ment in social and political spheres. Intermsof the historical development
of liberalism, we can discern classcal liberalism in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries promoting laissez faire, limited government, persona
liberty, and progressive reforms. Next comes modern liberalism or new
liberalism since the late nineteenth century, which abandons laissez faire
for the active government management of economic life, and makesa con-
cession to sociadism in allowing some degree of collective responsbility
for the provison of socid welfare, without compromising the firm belief in
the unalienable personal rights and other core libera values of individua
liberties.

There arethose who intend to prove the existence of theliberal tradi-
tionin Chinesetraditiona culture, as represented by the Daoist ( ) con-
cept of xiaoyao ( , unburdened and unrestrained roaming), and even the
Confucian ( ) concept of ren( , takingmanasthe center and internal -
izing the sanctioned code of conduct) and the Buddhist ( ) concept of
jietuo ( , extrication).® Obvioudy the scholarship along this line tends

9For arecent publication promoting this line of thinking, see Huang Dechang et al., Zhong-
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to provide strained interpretations and draws far-fetched analogies by ig-
noring the fundamental difference between modern liberalism, on the one
hand, and the Confucian concept of ren, the Daoist concept of xiaoyao, and
the Buddhist concept of jietuo, on the other. Modern liberalism is centered
around therights of individuals within a constitutiona framework limiting
the power of the state; the Confucian concept of ren subordinates individ-
uals to groups and gate authority; the Daoist concept of xiaoyao seduces
individuals into retreating into their un-rationalized inner nature for the
sake of enjoying calm and peace of mind and accepts without struggle the
experience of life; and the Buddhist concept of jietuo demands individuas
accept predestined fate and give up their rights and even their lives.
Nevertheless, there is atradition of Chinese liberalism established in
the late nineteenth century, when some Western missionaries along with
late Qing ( ) reformers and revol utionaries began to introduce the Chi-
nese people to Western liberalism and democratic ingitutions. One major
limit of their liberal thinking was that they tended to bend the Western con-
cepts of individua autonomy, personal rights, and the supremacy of law by
reaffirming inherited Chinese values of the supremacy of the sate (ruler)
and theideal of harmony (unity). Chineseliberalism culminated in thefirst
phase of the New Culture M ovement ( ) from 1915to0 1919, in
which the intellectuas of the Chinese enlightenment advocated the idea of
supplanting "Eastern ethics'—based on the principles of subordinating in-
dividualsto the family, to the clan, and to the state—with "Western ethics"
—based on individual dignity, individua rights, individua freedom, the
development of individuality, and scientific reasoning.™ This trend was
quickly sidelined, however, by the rise of nationalism and socialism. The
cause of liberalism was gtill fought by its believers who eventudly congti-
tuted the "the third force" ( ) between the Kuomintang (KMT, or

guo zhi ziyou jingshen (The Chinese liberal spirit) (Chengdu: Sichuan renmin chubanshe,
2000).

For detail s see Chow Tse-tsung, The May Fourth Movement: Intell ectual Revolution in
Modern China (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1960); and Feng Chongyi,
Luosu yu Zhongguo (Bertrand Russell and China) (Beijing: Sanlian shudian, 1994; Taipei:
Daoche chubanshe, 1996).
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the Chinese Nationalist Party, ) and the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP, ); mogt Chinese liberalseventualy shifted ground,
however, from the priority of defending individua freedom toward the
priority of advancing collective and nationa interests. This occurred to the
extent that individua freedom became a means to achieve ahigher end de-
fined by stronger poalitical forces, such asthe KMT and the CCP, who chose
to settle differences through alife-and-death strugglein the battlefield. By
the time of China's war of redstance against Japan (which was triggered
by the latter's full-fledged invasion of the former in 1937), the intellectual
trend in China did an about-face from modernization and cosmopolitanism
back to conservatism and Sinification. A whole range of traditional Chi-
nese values that centered around loyalty and subordination of individuas
to hierarchical authority, a school of thought which had been under severe
attack during the May Fourth period, resurfaced with, ironicaly, the pro-
tection of "revolutionary" ideologies such as Marxism and the Three Peo-
plesPrinciples™ Liberalism encountered adead end inthe processof civil
war between theKMT and the CCPin the late 1940s.

The voice of liberalism was effectively slenced in the People's Re-
public of China for over twenty years—until the late 1970s when elements
of liberalism thinly appeared through the narrow crack created by the of -
ficial reversa of the Cultura Revolution.” The current "rebirth of liber-
alism" should be understood against the backdrop of its recent death in
1989. The "democratic movement" during that period fell short of setting
aclear agenda for democratic goals as we usudly understand them—goal s
such as multiparty pluralism and competitive elections. The concrete de-
mands of the democratic activistswere for typica libera goalssuch as the

For an analysis of the intellectual trend of Sinification in China in the 1930s, see Feng
Chongyi, Guohun zai guonan zhong zhengzha: Kangzhan shigi de Zhongguo wenhua
(Chinese culture during the war of resistance agai nst Japan) (Guilin: Guangxi shifan daxue
chubanshe, 1995).

12For accountsin English onintel lectual development in Chinainthe late 1970s and 1980s,
see note 4 above; Andrew J. Nathan, Chinese Democracy (Berkeley: University of Califor-
ni aPress, 1985); Xue Liang Ding, The Decline of CommunisminChina: Legitimacy Criss,
1977-1989 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994); and Ka-ho Mok, Intellectuals
and the State in Post-Mao China (New York: St. Martin's Press, 1998).
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freedoms of speech, press, assembly, and association. In the meantime, in
the process of marketization reform and opening tothe outside world, basic
concepts within liberalism (such as persona liberties, limited government,
and checks and balances of power) as well as the notions of the public
sphere, civil society, and liberal democracy were widely publicized even
through the official media.”® Liberal ideas wereso powerful that even top

Party leadersincluding Hu Yaobang ( ), Zhao Ziyang ( ), Hu
Qili ( ), and Zhu Muzhi ( ) became inclined to liberalism to
acertain extent.

Unfortunately, the liberal trend in China was put to another sudden
end beginning with the brutal crackdown in June 1989. Through such
methods as selective punishment, the diversion of people's energies to
money making, and masterly manipulation, the party-state succeeded in
slencing the Chinese liberals—until 1998, when liberalism forced its way
out again. Severa factors contributed to this new devel opment of liberal-
ism, including the expectation for change after Deng Xiaoping's ( )
death, the authoritarianism-rooted Asan financial crisis, further reform
necessitated by economic development, provocative attacks on liberalism
by the "New Left," awareness of the accelerating pace of globalization, and
the posturing of Jiang Zemin's ( ) leadership in further liberalizing
political control, as shown by the action of government restructuring
and the dgning of the "International Covenant on Economic, Socia, and
Cultural Rights" and the "International Covenant on Civil and Palitical
Rights."*

13Hu Ping, "Ziyou zhuyi zai Zhongguo de mingyun" (The fate of liberalism in China), in
Zhongguo minyun fans (Reflections on democratic movement in China), by Hu Ping
(Hong Kong: Oxford University Press, 1992), 159-207; Cao Weijing and Wei Shend, eds.,
Zhongguo bashi niandai renwen sichao (Humanist thinking in China in the 1980s) (Shang-
hai: Xuelin chubanshe, 1992); Qiu Shi, ed., Jiefang wenxuan (A collecti on of li beration es-
says) (Beijing: Jingji ribao chubanshe, 1998); Li Honglin, Zhongguo sixiang yundongshi,
1949-1989 (A higtory of ideological campaigns in China, 1949-89) (Hong Kong: Tiandi
tushu, 1999); and Jing Wu, ed., Yanlun Zhongguo: guandian ji aofeng er shinian (Opinions
in China: Confrontation of ideas in China in the last twenty years) (Beijing: Zhongguo
jiancha chubanshe, 1999).

YFor the impact of human rights discourse on China, see Michael C. Davis, ed., Human
Rights and Chinese Val ues: Legal, Philosophical, and Political Perspectives (New York:
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The Chinese liberals chose to advance their cause through a debate
with the "New Left," alabd imposed by the liberals on their theoretical
rivals, acohort which actualy includesthree groups of people: nationalists,
populists, and neo-Marxigs. The nationalist group includes xenophobes
who borrow theoretical weapons from post-colonial criticism and blame
the invason of Western goods, capital, and values for the escaation, if
not creation, of inequalities and other vicesin contemporary China.*® This
nationalis group aso includes statiss who argue for an agenda of "sate
capacity,” seeing not only China's national pride and sovereign state power
being sacrificed in an economy increasingly dependent on world capital-
ism, but al s0 the dangers posed by the process of economic decentralization
which undermine the fiscal, economic, and political power of the centra
government so necessary to address inequalitiesin Chinese society and to
maintain national unity.™® The populist group, mainly literary critics, spares
no effort in exposing the "socia polarization” ( , liangji fenhua),
the "inequalities’ ( , shehui bujun), and the "spiritual degenera-
tion" ( , jingshen duoluo) brought about by market reforms and
capitaist modernity.'” The neo-Marxist (or post-modernist) group is the
most sophidticated of the three. Borrowing neo-Marxigt, post-modernit,

Oxford University Press, 1995); and M arina Svensson, Debating Human Rights in Chi na:
A Conceptual and Political History (Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield, 2002).

15For the three most aggressive attacks, see Song Qiang, Zhang Zangzang, and Qiao Bian,
Zhongguo keyi shuo bu (China can say no) (Hong Kong: Mingbao chubanshe, 1996); Li
Xiguang et a., Zai yaomohua Zhongguo de beihou (Behind the scenes of demonizing
China) (Beijing: Zhongguo shehui kexue chubanshe, 1996); and Fang Ning et al., Quan-
giuhua yinying xia de Zhongguo zhilu (China's road under the shadow of globalizati on)
(Beijing: Zhongguo shehui kexue chubanshe, 1999). For wider discussions of nationalism
in Chinatoday, see also Li Shitao, ed., Minzu zhuyi yu zhuanxing gqi Zhongguo de mingyun
(Nationalism and the fate of China in transition) (Changchun: Shidai wenyi chubanshe,
2000).

165eg, for example, Wang Shaoguang and Hu A ngang, Zhongguo guojia nengli baogao (Re-
port on China's state capacity) (Hong Kong: Oxford University Press, 1994).

17For atypical example, see Han Yuhai, "Zai ziyou zhuyi zitai debeihou" (Behind the liberal
pose), Tianya (Frontiers), no. 5(1998); Han Yuhai, "Women shifou yao jieshou yige tong-
zhihuashijie" (Do we need to accept the world of uniformity), Ershiyi shiji, no. 54 (August
1999); and Han Yuhai, "Ziyou zhuyi de lilun pinfa" (Poverty of the liberalist theory),
Yazhou yuekan (AsiaMonthly), no. 1 (2000). Seealso Liang Xiaosheng, Zhongguo shehui
ge jieceng fenxi (An analysis of socia srata in China) (Beijing: Jingji ribao chubanshe,
1997).

September 2003 9



ISSUES & STUDIES

and post-colonia critique from the West, utilizing class-based discourses,
and raisingtheissuesof socia jugtice, classexploitation, andthe hegemony
of global (Western) capital, they have effectively problematized the Chi-
nese quest for Enlightenment vaues (such as liberty, science, and ration-
aity), modernity, and globalization. They fiercely attack liberalism as if
it has become mainstream ideology responsible for social injustice and
other evils.*®

The debate has focused on three themes whether a critique of capi-
talism in China has becomethe task of the greatest urgency for Chinesein-
tellectuas; whether China should pursue modernity as defined by the West;
and whether "economic democratization™ should be prioritized over liber-
aism. Chinese liberals have elaborated and sharpened their viewsin this
ongoing debate initiated by the camp of the Chinese "New Left." In re-
sponseto the attacks by the "New Left," the Chineseliberasingst that the
authoritarian political systemand an inadequate devel opment of the market
economy are the main sources of socid inequality and other socid evilsin
contemporary Ching; that the future of China lies in the market econony
and libera democracy embodied by the West; and that the current trend of
globdization offersthe best opportunity for China to achieve its long over-
duegoa of modernization, rather than representing anew wave of invasion
by international capital.”® Zhu Xuegin ( ) summarized the proposi-
tions of Chineseliberaism as follows:

18\ang Hui, "Dangda Zhongguo sixiang zhuangkuang yu xiandai xing" (The state of thought
in contemporary China and modernity), Tianya, no. 5 (1997); and Wang Hui, "Guanyu
xiandaixing wenti dawen" (Questions and answ ers about modernity), ibid., no. 1 (1999).

19Li, "Hongyang Beida de ziyou zhuyi chuantong," 1-5; Li Shenzhi, "Fengyu canghuang
wushinian" (The somber fifty years), Kaifang zazhi (Open Magazine), no. 2 (2000); Li and
He, Zhongguo dedaolu; Liu, Ziyouzhuyi de xiansheng; Liu, " Ziyou zhuyi: jiushi niandai de
'‘bu su zhi ke™; Zhu, "1998 nian ziyou zhuyi xueli de yanshuo"; Qin Hui, "Zhongguo
xiandai ziyou zhuyi delilun shangque" (A theoretical deliberation on liberalismin modern
China), in Wenti yu zhuyi (Issues and isms), by Qin Hui (Changchun: Changchun
chubanshe, 1999), 116-33; Qin Hui, "Zhongguoshi de i n zuopai' lilun bianxi" (Thetheory
of the "new | eft" with Chinese characteri stics: An analysi s), in Qin, Wenti yu zhuyi, 156-76;
Wang Dingding, "Zhongguo jiushi niandai gaigede zhengzhi jingjixue wenti" (Issues of
political economy for reform in Chinain the 1990s), Ershiyi shiji, no. 53 (June 1999); Wang
Dingding, "Ziyou: yiduan jiaotashidi de xushuo" (Liberty: An earnest and down-to-earth
narrative), in Li, Ziyou zhuyi zhi zheng yu Zhongguo sixiangjie de fenhua, 362-68; Xu,
"Ziyou zhuyi yu dangdai Zhongguo"; and Yuan, " Ziyou zhuyi lunzheng guankui."
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Empiri cism isits phil osophy, as opposed to apriorism; the evolutionary theory
based on the process of trial and error is its concept of history, asopposed to
any kind of hi storicism; gradualism isits strategy for change and devel opmernt,
as opposed to radicalism; it supports the market mechanism in economics, as
opposed to a planning mechani sm; it demands representative democracy and
congtitutional government in palitics, as opposed to mass dictatorship by the
majority in the name of "public opinion," or dictatorship by one man or dli-
garchy; and it demands protection of individuaist values in ethics, on the
grounds that anindividual cannat be further reduced to anything else and can-
not be sacrificed for any abstract goals.®

That there are liberal eements within the CCP ruling €elite is also
worth noting.?* Compared to the role played by communist liberals within
the sysem of the party-state in the political transformation in the former
Soviet Unionand Eastern Europeinthelate 1980sand early 1990s, thefeat
of liberal dissidents within the CCP has been much lessimpressive. The
existence of communigt liberas within the CCP isitself significant, how-
ever, agroup that started to openly chalenge the Party line after the June
4th Incident. Hu Jiwel ( ), former editor-in-chief of the Peopl€'s
Daily and former member of the Sanding Committee of the Nationa
Peopl€e's Congress, complained in 1996 that the CCP under M ao's |eader-
ship overthrew the Nationalist dictator only to supplant it with the CCP
dictatorship, and that Mao's successors, the current leaders after the June
4th Incident in particular, had maintained the despotic system and become
more corrupt. He also pointed out that multiparty democracy isthe only
way to save and regenerate the CCP? In November 1997, Fang Jue
( ), a former deputy director of the Fuzhou City ( ) Planning

207hu, "1998 nian ziyou zhuyi xueli de yanshuo," 204.

2IFrom the gtart of the CCP, many of those who had established their belief in liberalism be-
fore their conversion to Bolshevism during the May Fourth period or later would maintain
their belief in liberalism to various extents. Chen Duxiu ( ), the most important
founder of the CCP, never completely gave up hisliberal ideasand was to reject Bolshe-
vismin hislateyears. Li Dazhao ( ), another patri arch of the CCP and known asthe
"father of Chinese Marxism," ill identified with the reform program for "good govern-
ment" in 1922 and maintained a close relati onship with Hu Shi ( ) and other liberals.
Li Hanjun ( ), Shi Cuntong ( , dias Shi Fuliang ), and other "lawful
Marxi &ts" who parti cipated in establishing the CCP soon abandoned the communi st move-
ment and returned to their original liberal cause.

2Hu Jiwei, "Xin chun fang yan" (Unrestrained comments in the early spring), Beijing zhi
chun (Beijing Spring), no. 34 (March 1996).
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Commission, digtributed a plan for a comprehensve program calling for
the acceptance of maingream internationa political norms, multiparty
democracy, and direct elections of legislative bodies at all levels® Li Rui
( ), former secretary to Mao and former deputy director of the Or-
ganization Department of the CCP Central Committee, has devoted himsel f
to exposing the persondity cult of late Mao and advocating democrati za-
tion of the party-state Snce the 1990s. Recently, in overt defiance to Jang
Zemin's conservative call for "san jiang" ( ; three stresses, namely
dress on politics, correctness, and discipline), Li Rui called for "s jiang"
( , four stresses) different from the Party leader: stress on democracy,
science, therule of law, and the market economy.* At the CCP's 16th Na-
tional Congressin November 2002, he went even further by presenting a
bold proposal for comprehensive democratization.”® Onthe National Day
of 1999, Li Shenzhi directly attacked the personality cult of current Party
leader Jang Zemin and warned that Jang and the Party would perishunless
the currents of the world—globalization, market economy, democracy, and
human rights—are followed.*® Bao Tong (), former member of the
CCP Centra Committee and secretary of the CCP Politburo Standing
Committee, categoricaly dismissed Jang Zemin's theory of “three repre-
sents” ( , sange daibiao)* as abig lie on the grounds that the CCP
has denied basic human rights to working people, devastated all forms of
culture through cultura despotism, protected only the interests of the privi-
leged, and never alowed the people to choose their representatives. He

Z3Fang Jue, " Zhongguo xuyao xin de zhuanbian" (Chinaneeds a new transformation), ibid.,
no. 57 (February 1998).

24Li Rui, "Yingjie xin siji yao sjiang" (Four stresses to usher i nthe new century), Yanhuang
chungju (Chronicles of China), no. 12 (1999).

2Li Rui, "Guanyu woguo zhengzhi ti zhi gaige de jianyi" (A proposal for pdlitical reform in
our country), ibid., no. 1 (2003).

%L, "Fengyu canghuang wushinian."

2"In aspeech in February 2000 Jang Zemin claimed that the CCP had been representing the
most advanced productiveforces, themost advanced culture, and the fundamental interests
of the vast majority of Chinese people. Foll owing Jang's speech the Party launched a na-
tionwide campaign to study the new "theory of three represents,” and this theory has now
been written into the Party congtitution.
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also called for animmediate end to one-party dictatorship, demanding the
establishment of agenuine representative democracy.?®

One thing that needs to be made clear is that nothing would be more
mideading than to liken liberalismin Chinatoday to liberaismin the West.
Whereas liberalism is the mainstream ideology in the West, liberalism in
China is a subversive thought that challenges the authoritarian status quo
and thusisthetarget of harsh suppressionby the authoritarian regime. Fur-
thermore, in terms of the evolution of libera thinking in China, severd
mgor developments deserve attention when evaluating the "rebirth of
liberadism." The firg is a much higher level of sophigication in Chinese
libera thinking, whichis greatly enriched by both the Chinese experience
of state socialism and the development of liberalism in the West.” At the
philosophical level, liberds in China have wholeheartedly embraced the
classical libera conception of freedom for empirically existing individuals,
especialy the liberal notion of human rights, they conscioudy reject the
Marxist utopian notion of "truly human freedom" in accordance with hu-
man species essence, which treats humanity as awhole asthereal bearer of
freedom.*® On the legal-political plane, current Chinese liberals not only
openly challengethe " anti-bourgeoisliberalism™ postion of the party-state,
but dso place tremendous emphasis on the concept of rights and the con-
cept of "rule of law" (as opposed to the concept of "rule by law").3* This
new consciousness contragts sharply with the naiveté of their predecessors
in the 1950s, who repeatedly voiced their grievances to the party-state
when they were persecuted during the "Anti-Rightist Campaign” (

28Bao Tong, "Shi he weisheng zhi ji: zai ping sange daibiao" (Between the dead and the un-
born: The second assessment of thethreerepresents) (Unpublished manuscript, 2000). For
a col lection of Bao Tong's recent writings see Bao Tong, Zhongguo de yous (China's anx-
iety) (Hong Kong: Taipingyang shiji chubanshe, 2000).

2%For an indi cation of the sophisticated understanding of liberalismin Chinaiin the |ate 1990s
see Li Qiang, Ziyou zhuwyi (Liberalism) (Beijing: Zhongguo shehui kexue chubanshe,
1998).

30Zhu, 1998 nian ziyou zhuyi xueli de yanshuo," 204.

31see, for example, Liu Junning, " Cong fazhi guo dao fazhi* (From a country rul ed by law to
the rule of law), in Zhengzhi Zhongguo: mianxiang xin tizhi xuanze de shidai (Political
China: Facing the eraof the choi cefor anew system), ed. Dong Yuyi and Shi Binghai (Bei-
jing: Jinri Zhongguo chubanshe, 1998), 233-66.
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) but never cited the congtitution to defend their freedoms of speech,
press, and association.

The second development in the evolution of liberal thinking was the
gress on "economic liberalism," which has become an essentia part of the
current libera project. Asobserved by Liu Junning ( ), liberalismin
modern China was traditionally characterized by its ignorance or rgection
of afree market economy. The Chineseliberasin the Republican period,
although paying much attention to philosophica liberalism and political
liberalism, were al social democrats as far as economic issues were con-
cerned. Even die-hard liberals such as Hu Shi also admired state socialism
inthe former Soviet Union.?? The Chinese liberalsin the 1990s have sup-
ported the core values of economic liberalism, including the protection of
persona property rights, free competition, fair trade, andtrust in the market
to dlocate resources and justly distribute wealth. The Chinese liberas
have dso waged an attack, however, on what they termed as "quangui
syouhua" ( , bigwig privatization): the practice of transferring
(either legally or otherwise) public property to private ownership by of-
ficials. They have been among the first to raise theissues of inequality and
social injudtice that have resulted from "quangui siyouhua,” and call for
smultaneous marketi zation and democratization for the purpose of carry-
ing out a genuine privatization based on the principles of free competition
and fair trade.®

32| ju, "Beida chuantong yu jinxiandai Zhongguo de ziyou zhuyi," 8-9.

33X u Youyu, "Chongti ziyou zhuyi" (Bring up liberali sm again), in Ziyoude yanshuo (Liberal
discourse), by Xu Youyu (Changchun: Changchun chubanshe, 1999), 283-94; Xu Youyu,
"Ziyouzhuyi, Falankefu xuepai ji gita" (Liberalism, the Frankfurt school, and athers), ibid.,
317; Xy, "Ziyou zhuyi yu dangdai Zhongguo"; Qin Hui (Bian Wu), "Gongzheng zhishang
lun" (On supremacy of justice), Dongfang (Orient), no. 6 (1994); Qin Hui (Bian Wu),
"Zailun gongzheng zhishang: gidian gongzheng ruhe keneng" (The second essay on su-
premacy of justice: Possibility of j ustice at the starting point), ibid., no. 2 (1995); Qin Hui
(Bian Wu), "Gongzheng, jiazhi lixing yu fan fubai: sanlun gongzheng zhi shang" (Justice,
value rationality, and anti-corruption: The third essay on supremacy of justice), ibid., no. 6
(1995); Qin Hui (Bian Wu), "Gongzheng wei daode zhi ji: slun gongzheng zhishang"
(Jugtice as thefoundation of morality: Thefourth essay on supremacy of justice), ibid., no.
5 (1996); Qin Hui, "Shehui gongzheng yu xueshu liangxin" (Social justice and academic
conscience), in Li, Ziyou zhuyi zhi zheng yu Zhongguo sixiangjie de fenhua, 388-96; Qin
Hui, "Shehui gongzheng yu Zhongguo gaige de jingyan jiaoxun" (Socia justice and the
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The third and perhaps most important development in the evolution
of libera thinking in Chinaisabetter understanding of the tension between
liberalism and nationalism. Thereisa clear indication that current Chinese
liberds are endeavoring to subgtitute the nationalist project of "wealth and
power" for the project of individual freedom, universalism, and globaiza
tion. In apolitically charged environment where nationalism has become
the most important tool of legitimation, and where nationalist sentiment
is running high among a population fed with highly selective information
by the state propaganda apparatus, the Chinese liberals warn against the
potential dangers of nationalism in causing social disorder, in arousing
xenophobia and chauvinism, in suppressing individual freedom and per-
sonal rights, and in sabotaging the project of the country'sdemocratization
and modernization. These liberal thinkers even openly assert that the
date is only instrumental relative to the primary value of individuals.®
They gress that modern Chinese nationalism has been informed by back-
ward Sino-centrism and has held China back from learning from other
civilizations and making progress; these elite call for an end to fanatica
populist nationalism (leftist xenophobia) which promotes violence and re-
jects libera values in the name of patriotism ( , aiguo zhuyi).®
This group adso declares that democracy and liberd vaues are the pre-
requisite for rationalism, that no abstract "nationa interet” exists apart
from the sum of individual interests of the members of a nation, and that
thiskind of "national interest" can only be legitimated by democratic pro-

lessons of reform in China), in Qin, Wenti yu zhuyi, 33-40; QinHui, "Ziyou zhuyi, shehui
minzu zhuyi yu dangdai Zhongguo ‘wenti'," Zhanlue yu guanli (Strategy and Manage-
ment), no. 5 (2000); He Qinglian, Xiandaihuade xianjing (The pitfall of modemizati on)
(Beijing: Jinri Zhongguo chubanshe, 1998); and Zhu, " 1998 ziyou zhuyi xueli deyanshuo,"
202-24.

$4Liu Junning, "Minzu zhuyi simian guan" (A full view of nationalism), in Li, Minzu zhuyi
yu zhuanxing qi Zhongguo de mingyun, 12-17; and Ren Bumei, " Gugji aheyi 'zunyan,' huo
minzu zhuyi heyi 'lixing,' you heyi 'xiandai™ (In what way can the state be "di gnified," or
nationalism "rational" and "modern"), available online at <http://www.sinoliberal.com/
forunv nati onal> (accessed on November 22, 2001).

35gi Yi, "Zhongguo xiandai de 'huaxia zhongxin guan' yu'minzu zhuyi" ("Sino-centrism"
and "nationalism” in modern China), in Li, Minzu zhuyi yu Zhuanxing g Zhongguo de
mingyun, 305-10; and Zhu X uegin, "Wusi yilai de liangge jingshen bingzhao" (Two men-
tal viruses s nce May Fourth), ibid., 500-507.
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cedures.® Finally, they arguefor the superiority of universal values—such
as peace, nonviolence, demacracy, rationdity, freedom, and human rights
in particular—over nationalism, and urge compatriots to abide by these
values when conducting international relations.® Given that the dtatist
tradition has dominated educated minds in China since the birth of sate
Confucianism and given that since the nineteenth century several gen-
erations of Chinese liberas have falen into the trap of nationalism and
brought tragedy upon themselves by abandoning their beliefsin liberalism
for the sake of national salvation or national congruction, the gathering
momentum of Chinese liberalism today may constitute the most profound
change in Chinese intellectual devel opment since the mid-nineteenth cen-
tury, if not since the Spring and Autumn Period ( ).

Prospectsfor Social Democracy

I nterestingly, aswith their predecessors inthe 1930s and 1940s, many
of today's liberas in China are aso socia democrats at the same time.
Someleading liberal intellectuals in the 1990s have also argued directly for
the case of socid democracy in China®® According to Qin Hui (),

36Qin Hui, " Ziyou zhuyi yu minzu zhuyi de gihedian zai nali?* (Whereis the joi ning point of
liberalism and nationalism?), in Li, Minzu zhuyi yu zhuanxing gi Zhongguo de mingyun,
381-88; Sun Liping, "Huiru shijie zhuliu wenming" (Joi ning the world's mai nstream civi-
lization), ibid., 372-80; and Li and He, Zhongguo de daolu.

87X u Xun, "Jiegou minzu zhuyi: quanli, shehui yundong, yishi xingtai he jiazhi guannian”
(Decongruction of nationalism: Power, social movement, ideology, and values), in Li,
Minzu zhuyi yu zhuanxing qi Zhongguo de mingyun, 34-50; Chen Shaoming, "Minzu zhuyi:
fuxing zhidao?' (National ism: Theroad to rejuvenation?), ibid., 389-94; Qin, "Ziyou zhuyi
yu minzu zhuyi de gihedian zai nali?* 381-88; and Sun, "Huiru shijie zhuliu wenming,"
372-80.

380ri ginally theterms" communism" and "social democracy" wereinterchangeable. For the
evolution of social democracy in Europe, see Donald Sassoon, One Hundred Years of So-
ciaism: TheWest European Leftin the Twentieth Century (London: |. B. Tauris, 1996). For
the latest development of social democracy, see Anthony Giddens, The Third Way: The Re-
newal of Social Democracy (Cambridge: Polity Press, 1998); and A nthony Giddens, The
Third Way and Its Critics (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2000). M ainly to the credit of social
democracy, capitalism as known by Marx has been revised and transformed al most beyond
recognition.
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Chinaisstill at the sage wherethe "liberal order" ( , Zyou zhixu)
has not yet been established. The basic values of liberdism and socia
democracy are not incompatible, not least because they arefacing the same
enemies of despotism and populism and because they are defending the
"same bottom line" ( , gongtong de dixian) defined by human
rights, liberty, and procedura justice. Therefore, there is a strong "over-
lapping consensus' for the time being between liberaism and socia
democracy in contemporary China, and the differences between liberds
and social democrats have not yet become an issue*

The quest for socia democracy surged twice before in China, first
during the M ay Fourth period and then in the 1940s. Wedl know that after
May 1919 the May Fourth New Culture Movement changed focus from
liberaliam to sociaism. However, it needs to be pointed out that while
some members of the Chinese modernizing elite embraced socialism with
great enthusiasm during the May Fourth period, these individuas were
by no means breaking away from liberalism. Instead, socialism was re-
garded—except perhaps by a very small minority who had been attracted
to Bolshevism—as a natural extension of liberal democracy.*® For most
Chinese intellectuals during this period, sociadism developed from liber-
aism—two complementary doctrines. Democracy and socialism were
not mutually exclusive but rather defined, complemented, and reinforced
each other. The cause of social democracy was promoted with greater
vigor by the "third force" in the 1940s. The core of the "third force" is
usually thought to be liberals, but the label of socia democrats is more
suitable, simply because they simultaneoudy pursued a polity of liberd
democracy and the economic program of social democracy. The apped of
socia democracy to Chinese liberals was best summarized by the key lib-
era figureYin Haiguang ( ) in1948:

Duringthis"unfortunate peri od," most of thosewho love our country andworry
about the situation are searching for a conclusion and a way out. Although the

39Qin, "Ziyou zhuyi, shehui minzhu zhuyi yu dangdai Zhongguo 'wenti'."
40see note 21 above.
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conclusions drawn by individualsare not exactly the same, the belief that China
should takethe road of "social democracy” is by and large a consensus. Social
democracy isa child resulting from the marriage of democracy and socialism,
acombination of the blood and advantages of both.*

Oneobviousindication of the re-emergence, after several decades of
slence, of socia democracy in Chinain the 1990s is the re-eva uation of
and strong interest in the theory and practice of social democracy as prac-
ticed in Eastern Europe as well as in the West.* Actually, some Chinese
intellectuals were enthusiastic about socia democracy in the 1980s. One
srong argument that emerged from the discourse on social democracy dur-
ingthat period wasthat social democracy wasalegitimate branch of socia -
ism.** Even some establishment intellectual sargued that social democracy
had proved to be the best way for the developed capitalist world to achieve
socialism.™ The fervent praise for the "Swedish Model" came closest to
the direct promotion of social democracy in China.® It wasthe sudden col-

4yin Haiguang, "Women zou na tiao Iu?' (What road should we take?), in Yin Haiguang
xuanji: zhengzhi yu shehui (Selected works of Yin Haiguang: Palitics and society), ed. Lin
Zhenghong (Taipei: Guiguan tushu gongsi, 1990), 6; originally published in Qingnian
zazhi (Youth Journal) 1, no. 2 (September 1948). For accounts and explanations on the
failure of the "third force," see Roads Not Taken: The Struggle of Opposition Parties in
Twenti eth-Century China, ed. Roger B. Jeans (Boulder, Colo.: Westview Press, 1992),
339-45, especially the introductory chapter by Jeans.

“For re-evaluation of social democracy in China from the 1980s to the mid-1990s, see Hans
Hendrischke, "The Chinese Discourse on Social Democracy," in China Review 1996, ed.
Maurice Brosseau, Suzanne Pepper, and Tsang Shu-ki (Hong Kong: The Chinese Univer-
sty Press, 1996), 95-124.

“SFor the most comprehensive discussion of the "schools' of socialism in the 1980s, in-
cluding social democracy, see Gao Fang, ed., Dangdai shijie shehui zhuyi gailun (Anintro-
duction to socialism in the contemporary world) (Beijing: Renmin daxue chubanshe,
1989). For two sophisticated discussions of social democracy in the West, see Li
Xinggeng, ed., Dangdai Xi'ou shehuidang delilun yu shijian (Theory and practice of social
democratic parties in contemporary Western Europe) (Harbin: Heilongjiang renmin
chubanshe, 1988); and Yin Xuyi, ed., Dangdai Xi'ou shehuidangrenwu zhuan (Biographies
of social democrats in contemporary Western Europe) (Harbin: Heilongjiang renmin
chubanshe, 1988). These two edited volumes were publications resulting from a national
key research project entitled "Research on Contemporary Schod s of Socialism," which
was managed by the Compilation & Trandation Bureau of the CCP Central Committee.

“For example, see Gao, Dangdai shijie shehui zhuyi gailun. These views were also cited in
Xu Chongwen, Minzhu shehui zhuyi pingxi (Analysis of social democracy) (Chongging:
Chonggi ng chubanshe, 1995), 2.

45see, for example, Huan Fanzhang, Ruidian "fuli guojia” delilun yu shijian (The theory and
practice of the "welfare state" in Sweden) (Shanghai: Shanghai renmin chubanshe, 1987);
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lapseof communist regimes inthe former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe
that turned social democracy into the target of all-out official attack in
China. Since the late 1990s, however, some scholars with theoretical
courage have started to carefully examinethe change in the former Soviet
Union and Eastern Europe, and have cometo the concluson that the disas-
terswererooted in state socialism and Stalinism, rather than in either socia
democracy or mistakes made by the party |eadersthere.* With thisnew as-
sessment clearing the way, these scholars have gone further to introduce
the achievements and new development of social democracy in the West.”
Partly related to the theme of social democracy, there has aso been since
the late 1980s apowerful discoursein the public sphere among Chinesein-
tellectuals regarding social and political development in China.*®

Even the CCP leadership is flirting with social democracy, or at least
with some values and policies of a socia democratic nature. There is a
debate taking place within the ruling elite about whether the Party is trans-
forming itself into a socia democratic party. Jang Zemin's recent theory
of "three represents' has been criticized by aconservative group on the left
—led by Party elders Deng Liqun ( ) and Song Ping ( )—for

and Huang Anmiao and Zhang Xiaojing, eds., Ruidian moshi chutan (A preliminary in-
vedtigation of the Swedish model) (Harbin: Heilongjiang renmin chubanshe, 1989).

“For the best example of thi s scholarshi p see Gong Dafei, ed., Sulian jubi an chutan (An ex-
ploration of the dragtic change in the Soviet Union) (Beijing: Shijie zhishi chubanshe,
1998).

4Tyu Keping, ed., Quangiuhua shidai de "shehui zhuyi" ("Socialism" in the age of global iza-
tion) (Beijing: Zhongyang bianyi chubanshe, 1998); Xiang Wenhua, ed., Shijimo de skao
(Thinking at the end of the century) (Beijing: Zhongyang bianyi chubanshe, 1998); Wang
Xuedong et al., Jiushi niandai Xi'ou shehui minzhu zhuyi de biange (The change of social
democracy in Western Europein the 1990s) (Beiji ng: Zhongyang bianyi chubanshe, 1999);
Wang Zhengdong et a., Chongsuo Yi ngguo: Bulaier yu "disantiao daolu" (Reconstruction
of Britain: Blair and the third way) (Beijing: Zhongguo shehui kexue chubanshe, 2000);
Chen Lin and Lin Deshan, eds., Disantiao daolu: shiji zhijiao de Xifang zhengzhi biange
(The third way: Pdlitical change in the West at the turn of the century) (Beijing: Dangdai
shijie chubanshe, 2000); and Yang Xuedong and Xue Xiaoyuan, eds., " Disantiao daolu" yu
xinde lilun (The third way and the new theories) (Beijing: Shehui kexue wenxian chuban-
she, 2000).

“8For details see Ma Shu Yun, "The Chinese Discourse on Civil Society,” The China Quar-
terly, no. 137 (March 1994): 180-93; He Baogang, "Theldeas of Civil Society in Mainland
Chinaand Taiwan, 1986-1992," Issues & Studies 31, no. 6 (June 1995): 24-64; and Deng
Zhenglai, Guojia yu shehui: Zhongguoshimin shehui yanjiu (The state and society: A study
on civil society in China) (Chengdu: Sichuan renmin chubanshe, 1997).
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abandoning the definition of the Party as "the vanguard of the proletarian
class' and changing the nature of the Party along social democratic lines.*
By implication, the theory of "three represents" doestend to favor the " new
rich," including private busnesspeople—who are clearly the agents of
"the advanced productive force" and the "advanced culture,” over tradi-
tional industrial workers—who arelosing out in the process of market tran-
stion. The top Party leadership, however, is ignoring al warnings from
theleft and is choosing instead to strengthen the rel ationship with and learn
from social democratic partiesin the Wed. Traditionally, despite the fact
that friendly relations were maintained between Chinaand some countries
withsocia democratic partiesin power, the CCP deliberately kept such ties
low-profile. Thistradition was changed no later than October 2000 when
Wei Janxing ( ), an important member of the Politburo and Secre-
tariat of the CCP Central Committee, led a CCP delegation to pay a high-
profilevisit to Germany at theinvitation of the Social Democratic Party of
Germany. Using terms previoudy reserved for exchangeswith other com-
munist parties, Wei made crysta clear that the aims of the visit were not
only for the CCP to learn from the experience of the Socia Democratic
Party of Germany in managing social and economic devel opment but also
to foster cooperation between the two parties.®

In the meantime, arrangements were made for aides and think-tank
members associated with the top Party leadership to conduct research into
the structure and philosophy of European social democratic parties® For

“Huang Rutong, "Ping Li Junru guanyu dang de jianshe wenti de yanlun” (On Li Junru's
opinion on the i ssues of party reconstruction), Zhenli de zhuiqiu (Pursuit of Truth), no. 2
(2001): 20-25; Huang Rutong, "Jiujing yao jiancheng yige shenmo dang: ping Li Junru
guanyu dang de jianshe wenti de mouxie yanlun" (What kind of party is to be built: On
some of Li Junru's opinion on the issues of party reconstruction), Zhongliu (Midstream),
no. 3 (2001): 16-19; Cheng Yu, "Ba shui jiaohun yi yu hewei" (What are the hidden inten-
tions in muddling the water), ibid., no. 4 (2001): 13-15; and Yang Xinjun, "Lun quanmin
dang sichao dui gugji gongchan zhuyi yundong de wei hai" (Damages doneon the interna-
tional communist movement by the concept of the party for the entire people), ibid., no. 4
(2001): 9-12.

S0"Wei Jianxing kaishi dui Deguo jinxing zhengshi youhao fangwen" (Wei Jianxing under-
takes formal friendly visit to Germany), Renminribao (People's Daily), October 13, 2000.

5IThe author's interviews in Beijing and Shanghai (April 2001). See also Willy Wo-Lap
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this purpose, high-profile delegations were sent to carry out fieldwork in
countrieswith social democratic parties in power. One of these del egations
was led by Zheng Bijian ( ), member of the CCP Central Committee
and managing vice-president of the CCP Central Party School.* Equally
important, in preparing for the 16th Party Congress in 2002, the tradition of
consulting leaders in "brother parties' of the communist party-states was
abandoned. Instead, top leaders and theoreticians of the major European
socid democratic parties were invited to Beijing for consultation on a
theoretical framework for the coming Party Congress. According to one
report, a specia two-day seminar—for consultation on issues centered
around the theme of "social changes and the parties'—was organized by
the Internationa Liaison Department of the CCP Central Committee in
May 2001. This seminar included distinguished guests from European
socia demacratic parties, including Alain Bergounioux from the Socialist
Party of France, Alberto Costa from the Sociadist Party of Portugal, and
Detlev Albersfrom the Social Democratic Party of Germany.> Advicewas
ardently sought in the areas of welfare and social security, the lega frame-
work for socid transition, and the role of the government and the ruling
party ina market-oriented economy. A change of thiskind can be regarded
as a major revolution in thought given the fact that in the past the CCP,
following the Leninist tradition, regarded social democratic partiesin the
West as allies of the capitalis camp and treated social democracy or any
brand of "revisionism" as the"most dangerousenemy,”" even more danger-
ous than capitalism because it was seen as capable of subverting com-
munism from within.

More dramatically, in his July 1, 2001 speech commemorating the

Lam, "Appealing to the Modern Comrade," South China Morning Post, January 11,
2000; and "Jang zong chuan pizhuan zhenggai fang'an" (Report on plan for political re-
form signed and passed by General Secretary Jiang), Xianggang jingji ribao (Hong K ong
Economic Daily), February 22, 2001.

52"7Zheng Bijian shuai Zhonggong kaocha tuan chufang Ouzhou si gud” (An investigation
group led by Zheng Bijian paysavisit to four countriesin Europe), Renminribao, May 9,
2001

53"Senior CPC Official Meets West European Guedts," China Daily, May 24, 2001.
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80thanniversary of the founding of the CCR, Jiang Zemin took afurther de-
cisve gep toward adding more social democratic flavor to the CCP by
making the Party moreinclusive. Hisspeech hasattracted fierce attacks of
unprecedented ferocity from the Party's conservatives on the |eft, both old
and new. Most noteworthy in Jang's otherwise tedioudy long speech were
several short paragraphs providing theoretical justification for the practice
of recruiting private businesspeople into the Party. Jiang proclaimed:

Since China adopted the policy of reform and opening up, the composition of

China's social strata has changed to some extent. There are, among others,

entrepreneurs and technical personnel employed by scientific and technical en-

terprises in the non-publi ¢ sector, managerial and technical staff employed by

foreign-funded enterprises, the self-empl oyed, private entrepreneurs, employ-

eesin intermediaries, and freelance professionals.... They arealso working to-

ward building socialism with Chinese characteri stics.... Thebasic components

and backbone of the Party are workers, farmers, intellectuals, servicemen, and

cadres. At the sametime, it isalso necessary to accept those outstanding ele-

mentsfrom other sectorsof soci ety who have subscribed to the Party's program

and Congtitution, worked for the Party's line and program wholeheartedly, and

who proved to meet the requirements for Party membership through along se-
quence of tests.>*

Jiang's speech was ahead-on blow to the | eftistswithinthe Party, who
have snce launched a counterattack. Their furious denunciations are best
embodied intwo recent open letters to the CCP Central Committee circu-
lated on the Internet. One of these missives is dated July 15, 2001 and
signed by Hu Angang ( ), aNew L eft leader who iswell known for
his views on strengthening the power of the central government and level -
ing the disparity between China's east and west through dlocation of ad-
ministrative resources. The other is dated July 20, 2001 and signed by
seventeen preeminent old-left leaders, including Deng Liqun, Ma Wenrui

( ), Yuan Mu ( ), Wu Lengxi ( ), Duan Ruofe ( ),
Yu Quanyu ( ), Li Erchong ( ), Wei Wei ( ), Lin Mohan
( ), and Lin Yanzhi ( ). The focus of their denunciations is

precisaly the theoretica judtification for opening the Party door to private
busnesspeople. According to these leftists, accepting businesspeople into

54"Jiang Zemin's Speech on Party's 80th Anniversary" (Part V), China Daily, July 1, 2001.
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the Party is nothing less than an act of treason againg the interests of both
the"working class' and the Party. Thisgroup defines their differenceswith
the Party boss as a matter of fundamental principle: "whether to maintain
the political line of Marxism-Leninism and follow the socidlist road, or to
pursue social democracy and follow the capitalist road.” One new point
made in thetwo lettersis the accusation that Jang Zemin has violated the
Party constitution, which bans private business owners from entering the
Party and prohibits any individual of the Party from making a personal de-
cision to change the nature of the Party without discussion and approval by
the CCP Central Committee, Politburo, or the Standing Committee of the
Politburo.® Accusations of thissort heralded ashowdown between funda-
mentaists and the mainstream within the Party, and—for the first time in
the reform era—two journals of the |eft were forced to close down.

Of course, recruitment of a certain number of businesspeopleis not
tantamount to the CCP becoming a socia democratic party; the CCP il
remains a communist party, having already adopted a plethora of other
socia democratic policies such as market-oriented reforms and a mixed
economy. One is hard-pressed to argue that the CCP used to primarily
serve the interests of the working class. Degspite the rhetoric for both fun-
damentalistsand the mainstream of the CCP, highly unlikely isthat anyone
dill truly believes the myth that the CCP after 1949, or any communist
party in power, isa"party of the working class'—or a " party of the prole-
tariat" to use a more orthodox term. Needlessto say, before 1949 the CCP
fought for the interests and enjoyed the support of alarge proportion of the
working masses (who were a small number of proletarians in a pool of
predominantly peasants) in China. After itsrise to power, while classes of
landlords and capitaists were eliminated, the CCP transformed into what
Milovan Djilascalledthe "new class." Through eff ective mechanismssuch
as themonopoly of political power and " office ownership" of the means of
production, this class has managed to put all resources and the entire so-

S5Under current circumstances the autherticity of these signatures cannot be verified, but
thereis little doubt that thetwo letters express theviews of these indivi duals.
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ciety, including the lives of theworking class, under tight control.>® There
are neither meaningful elections or any other authorization procedures for
the CCP to "represent” the working class, nor are there any institutional
guarantees to makethe CCP accountable to the working class or any other
part of the population. The CCP, as the authoritarian ruling party, shares
little in common with the working class, who have been a best hired
|aborers of the party-date yet are ironically flattered with thetitle of "mas-
ters of the country."

As a more fundamental difference between the CCP and a social
democratic party, the former indsts on one-party dictatorship while the
latter holds a firm beief in representative government and multiparty
democracy. The theory of "three represents,” particularly the idea of fully
legitimizing the recruitment of private businesspeople into the Party, may
help to further soften the militant aspect of the CCP as a "revolutionary
party." The Party leadership continues to categorically reject the notion of
multiparty democracy as a "Western bourgeois party system unsuitable for
China," however, and is as determined as ever to maintain the one-party
dictatorship. Thisisnot to say that the concept of the multiparty systemis
beyond al members of the Party. On the contrary, to the rank and file of
the CCP, multiparty democracy has become an irresistible globa trend and
will inevitably come to China in the long run. What remains in doubt is
whether China can achieve a smooth trangtion to this stage in the per-
ceivable future.”

To ease Party fears of such a democratic transition, some CCP mem-
bershave argued the case for the creation of a"socialist multiparty system”
in China. The most eminent among them is Gao Fang ( ), aretired
professor from the People's University. Gao Fang joined the communist

%6Milovan Djilas, The New Class An Analysis of the Communi st System (London: Thames
and Hudson, 1957). According to Djilas, "Ownership is nothing other than the right of
profitand control," andin acommunist country, "it is the bureaucracy whi ch formally uses,
adminigters, and controls both nationalized property as well as the entire life of society.
Therole of the bureaucracy in society, i.e, monopoli stic admini stration and control of na-
tional incomeand nati onal goods, consignsit to a special privileged position” (p. 35).

STAuthor's interviewsin Beijing, Tianjin, Shanghai, and Guangzhou, April-May 2000.
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movement when he was an undergraduate student of politics a Beijing
Univerdty in the late 1940s. His extensve research and numerous pub-
lications in Chinese academiain the 1980s established him as the authority
on internationa communist movements. Toward the end of his academic
career the focus of his research shifted to political development in Ching;
since the late 1990s he has published extensively on senstive theoretica
and practical issues regarding political reform in China® He firgt ad-
vocated the "socialist multiparty system™ in Chinain an article published
back in 1987.%* In his latest article on the same topic published at the end
of 2000, Gao drawsfrom the lessons of the collapse of communism in both
Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union and elaborates in great detail
his theory of the "socialist multiparty system.” First, the founders of the
communist movement (Marx and Engels) themselves advocated and prac-
ticed the multiparty system, as embodied in the experience of the First
International (full name: the International Working Men's Association) and
the Paris Commune of 1871. Second, it wasbad communist |eaders, Stalin
in particular, who eventualy abandoned the multiparty system for the one-
party system. Third, the experience of the rise and fall of communism in
both Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union has proved that the one-
party sysemfailed to servethe purpose of socialism and the interests of the
people, and, as aconsequence, led to the destruction of the socialist project.
Fourth, a multiparty coalition government was the origina intention of
the CCP inthe 1940s. Gao's conclusionis crystal clear: "Politica democ-
ratization and party politics have become a powerful global trend, ... ac-
celerating development and betterment of the socialist multiparty system
isthe only way that the influence of the Western capitaist multiparty sys-

%85ee Gao Fang, Gao Fang zhengzhixue luncui (Gao Fang: Selected works on political sci-
ence) (Beijing: Tuanjie chubanshe, 2001). Accordingto Gao, theoriginal titlewas Zheng-
Zhixueyu zhengzhi ti zhi gaige (Politi cal science and thereform of the political system) but
it was changed to the current title with two-thirds of the manuscripts being regarded as too
sendtive and thus cut by the publisher.

%9Gao Fang, "Lun shehui zhuyi guojia de zhengdang zhidu—guanyu shehui zhuyi duodang-
zhi zhi wo jian" (Political party systems in socialist countries: My views on the socialist
multiparty system), Zhengzhixue yanjiu (Studiesin Political Science), no. 4 (1987).

September 2003 25



ISSUES & STUDIES

tem can be diminated in China."®

The Barriersof State Socialiam, Nationalism, and Cynicism

The above discussion indicates that the obstacle that state socidism
poses to the development of liberalism and socid democracy in China
stems not so much from the fast declining state economy as the persistence
of, and theremaining belief in, the one-party dictatorship. If democratiza-
tion of the party-date is successful, the current mixed economy in China
can be transformed into an economy that is socia democratic in nature.
Apart from the obstacle of state socialism, however, therise of nationalism
and cynicism also presents problems to liberalism and social democracy.
The current CCP regime in China relies on nationalism as a mgjor source
of legitimacy; due to the waning of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong
Thought asthe state ideology, however, state nationalism and the skillful
mani pul ation of the state mediahave generated a strongly resonant, popular
nationalism.®* According to X u Jilin ( ), there were three waves of
anti-Westernism in China during the early to mid-1990s.*

This popular nationalism gathered new momentum in 1994 when the
book Looking at China Through a Third Eye® became a best seller and

80Gao Fang, "Zai lun shehui zhuyi gugji a de zhengdang zhi du—guanyu shehui zhuyi duo-
dangzhi zhi xinjian" (Political party systemsin sociaist countriesrevisited: My new views
on the socialist multiparty system), Zhongguo shichangjingji luntan—Wengao (Forum on
Market Economy in China: Drafts), no. 6 (2000). The concept of "socialist two-party sys-
tem" was coined earlier in 1973 by Gu Zhun ( ) inhis private notes, which were pub-
lished in 1994. See Gu Zhun, "Minzhu yu zhongji mudi" (Democracy and the ultimate
aim), in Gu Zhun, Gu Zhun wenji (Call ected works of Gu Zhun) (Guiyang: Guizhou renmin
chubanshe, 1994), 370.

61For description and analysi s see Geremie Barmé, " To Screw Foreigners Is Patriotic,” in In
the Red: On Contemporary Chinese Culture, by Geremie Barmé (New York: Columbia
University Press, 1999), 255-80; and Suisheng Zhao, " Chinese Nationalism and Its I nter-
national Orientation," Pdlitical Science Quarterly 115, no. 1 (Spring 2000): 1-33.

62%u Jilin, "Fan Xifang zhuyi yu minzu zhuyi" (Anti-Westernism and nati onalism), in Li,
Minzu zhuyi yu zhuanxing gi Zhongguo de mingyun, 421-28. See aso Fewsmith, China
Snce Tiananmen, part 11 in particular.

83Luo Yi Ning GeEr (Wang Shan), Disan zhi yan kan Zhongguo (L ooking at China through
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when anew journal Strategy and Management organized aforum to direct-
ly discuss thetopic of nationalism. Looking at China Through a Third Eye
alleged that the United States fears astrong China, and advised the Chinese
government to take a tougher stand against the West in generad and the
United States in particular. Severd articles from this symposium on na
tionalism—published in the June 1994 issue of Srategy and Management
—praised the spirit, pride, and strength contained in nationalism. A new
wave of nationalism was aroused in 1996 by the publication of, and over-
whelming reception received by, another book, China Can Say No, with
its outpouring of nationdistic sentiment. From 1993 to 1996 there were
several incidents widely reported in China's media that alegedly "deeply
hurt the fedlings of the Chinese" These included an episode where a
Chinese cargo ship, Yin He ( ), was stopped and searched by the U.S.
Navy inthe Arabian Seain August 1993 on suspicion of carrying military
materias, the effective block by the United States and other Western na-
tions of Chinashid in September 1993 to host the 2000 Olympics; and the
vigt of Taiwanese presdent Lee Teng-hui ( ) to the United States
in mid-1995. The book China Can Say No and several other books with
smilar titles cited these examples as proof that the United States and the
West in general were determined to hold the PRC down dueto a fear of
China's fast-growing power. This allegation of a U.S-led containment
grategy soon became awidely held belief in China. Nationalistic senti-
ment in China peaked in May 1999 when NATO bombs struck the Chinese
embassy in Belgrade; Chinese students and other groups of citizens in
major Chinese cities demonsgtrated and threw bricks and bottles at the
American embassy and consulates.® When both state nationalism and
popular nationaism are at fever pitch, democratization is likely to be

athird eye) (Taiyuan: Shanxi renmin chubanshe, 1994). For discussions of the book see
Fewsmith, China Since Tiananmen, 146-51; and Liu Zhifeng, ed., Jieshi Zhongguo: Disan
zhi yan kan Zhongguo pipan (Explai ning China: Critiques on Looking at China Through a
Third Eye) (Beijing: Jingji ribao chubanshe, 1998).

64For details see Fang Ning, Wang Bingquan, Ma Lijun et al., Chengzhang de Zhongguo:
dangdai Zhongguo gingnian de guojia minzu yi shi yanjiu (Growing China: A study on the
state and national consciousness of contemporary Chinese youth) (Beijing: Renmin chu-
banshe, 2002).
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scapegoated (once again) as a threat to political stability, national "wealth
and power," and national unity.®®

Apart from the daunting battle with nationalism, a new threat to de-
mocratization has appeared: namely cynicism. The interplay of political
suppression and consumerism has dispelled enthusiasm for any ideology,
includingliberal democracy. A ccordingto Hu Ping( ), one of the most
profound thinkers produced by the Chinese democratic movement in the
reform era, cynicismis the most popular "ism" incontemporary China. The
communigt ideology is itself a strange combination of idealism and cyni-
cism in the sensethat it aimsto establish aperfect paradise for humankind
on earth but in the meantime shows contempt for basic human rights or
humanist values. Despite the cynical rhetoric of Marxism, current Party
rule in Chinarelies on a depressing mix of habit, lies, repression, and the
success of partiad economic development. This communist despotism is
accepted or tolerated by a population poisoned by a popular cynicism re-
aulting from fear and pessimism. While almost the entire society has been
indulging in hedonism since the June 4th tragedy of 1989, amajority of in-
tellectuals have been busy rationalizing their fear of political suppression
and pessimism about democratic transformation. Therefore, the prevailing
practice is to belittle virtue and seek glory, without any desire to "dis-
tinguish between the crooked and the true" ( ).% Ben Xu a0
points out that while cynicism is not uncommon in modern societies, cyn-
icism in a democratic society manifess itself mainly as political indif-
ference. Cyniciam in contemporary China, however, isa"mass cynicism"
displaying itself as social indifference toward the entire public life; has
become away of life in atypical post-totalitarian society; andis not only a
mentality of suspicion toward politics, but also a special relationship be-
tween therulers and the ruled, one in which the regime not only no longer
bases its legitimacy on the peopl€e's confidence in itself, but the ruled aso

85See Baogang He and Yinjie Guo, Nati onalism, National Identity and Democr atization in
China (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2000).

86Hu Ping, "Quanru bing: dangdai Zhongguo de jingshen weiji" (Disease of cynicism: The
spiritual crisisin contemporary China), Beijing zhi chun, March, April, and June 1998.
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accept the regime out of fear.”” For a population content with muddling
along despite oppression and manipulation by an authoritarian regime, itis
not easy to arouse them to the ideals defined by liberalism and socia
democracy.

Conclusion

With China achieving itsremarkable "wealth and power," demacratic
transformation has duly become the most important concern for liberal in-
tellectuas in China, the major remaining communist party-state. The
Chinese communist party-state is skillfully employing state nationalism to
legitimate its outdated one-party dictatorship, echoed in a rising popular
nationalism. The state ideology continues to regard liberalism—including
the multiparty system, general dections, and the separation of legidative,
executive, and judicial powers—as "Wesern" and "bourgeois’ concepts
and inditutions unfit for China. The project of liberd development in
China has been repeatedly thwarted by nationaist and socidist projects
thought to command a higher urgency. Some in the West have gone as far
asto arguethat Chinaisin trangitionfrom communismto amaturing fascist
regime; this claim is made on the grounds that China, like earlier fascist
regimes, ruthlesdy maintains a single-party dictatorship, uses nationalism
tordly the masses, and sublimates individua interests to the greater good
of thenation. The argument continues, however, by gating that the CCPis
superior to earlier fascist regimesin that it is based no longer on charisma
but on a more stable state corporatism, professionalism, and political re-
pression.® Anintelectual breakthrough removing the suicida barrier of
nationaism has become a prerequisite for a breakthrough in the democra-
tization of China

67Ben Xu, "Dangjin Zhongguo dazhong shehui de quanru zhuyi" (The mass cynicism in
Chinatoday), Ershiyi shiji, June 2001, 82-88.

68M. A . Leddeen, "Black Shirtsin Red China?Beijing Today is More Fascist Than Commu-
nis," Wall Sreet Journal, February 23, 2002.
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As esawhere, nationalism and liberalism coexist and indeed rein-
force each other to a point. Initialy strong patriotism was what drove gen-
erations of Chinese intellectuals in modern Chinato embrace libera ideas
and indtitutions as a means to achieve national independence and national
"wealth and power"; those elements of liberalism, such as the concept of
popular sovereignty, the concept of citizen rights, and the concept of the
international recognition of equal statusof nations, were precisely what dif-
ferentiated modern nationalism from its earlier forms. Inthefina analysis,
however, liberalism and nationaism are different in nature and follow op-
positelogic. Liberalismtakesindividualsas the end, and takes government
and nation—or any other political organization and any other formation of
communities—as a means to achieve the end of individual independence,
dignity, liberty, and happiness. Nationalism, on the other hand, takes the
nation or nation-state as the end and individuals as ameans. Liberaism
by its very natureis a doctrine of universalism granting equal status to any
human, whereas nationalism—no matter how liberd or civic—is adoctrine
of particularism setting boundaries between human communities.

In particular, modern Chinese nationalism has contained a strong
element of suspicion of and hatred toward the West smply because this
phenomenon hasbeen stimulated by and emerged inthe context of Western
imperialism and aggression. More often than not, Chinese nationalists
fail to draw adigtinction between Western imperialist policies and Western
liberal values. These nationalists even hold liberd values responsible
for imperialist policies. As aconseguence, in their struggle for "national
salvation,” they eventually abandoned liberal vaues, which, ironicdly,
were one of the most important factors contributing to the emergence of
the nation-state in the West. By blocking the emergence of independent
citizens and their voluntary political participation, the one-party dictator-
ship has actualy weakened civic nationalism and the development of the
nation-state in China.

Chinese liberalism was born with neither the solid socia base of the
middle class nor the solid moral support of individualist values, and was
severely restrained by successive wars and other socia and political up-
heavas. For mog—if not all—Chinese liberd intellectuals in modern
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China, the overriding concern is to achieve nationd "wedth and power."
Asareault, they take democracy and other liberal ingitutionsand valuesas
ameans rather than an end, even though some of these intellectua s do see
the intrindgc value of liberalism in one form or another.

The power of nationalism in shaping human higtory since the modern
time is beyond exaggeration. Nationalism not only destroyed the ideal of
internationalism originally pertaining to communism and turned the world
communist movement into a nationaist project, but also modified liber-
alism to various extents even in those countries and societies founded on
libera principles. Based on the painful experience of the two world wars
and other warsinitiated by nationalists, the mainstream thinking of human-
kind hasat long last reached the point where sharp vigilanceisincreasingly
maintained againg the scourge of nationalistic fanaticism, and where hu-
man rights are considered superior to sovereign rights, as evidenced by
the principles which guided the recent NATO intervention in K osovo.®® It
is unredlistic to eliminate nationalism in the perceivable future, but it is
possible to relegate its value as secondary to libera values. Chinais till
along way from catching up to this new trend, but the emerging e ements
of thinking in some intellectual and politica circles are promising.

Gao Fang's arguments for a " sociaist multiparty sysem” may sound
odd to the ears of many communist bureaucrats in China, but so too did
many alien concepts—such as the "socialiss commodity economy" and the
"socialist market economy"—in the early 1980s. In a decade or 0, the
CCP may be able to turn the capitalist attributes of "commodity economy"
and "market economy" into a fully legitimate part of the stateideol ogy and
thesocidig identity. 1 so, the concept of the "socialist multiparty system"
may prevail in Chinain anew round of politica reform to be brought on by
socioeconomic development and a worsening legitimacy criss resulting
from widespread corruption.

89For an overview of cosmopolitan consci ousness of human rightsand international rel ations
see Nigel Dower, "Human Rights and Interational Relations," International Journal of
Human Rights 1, no. 1 (Spring 1997): 86-111.
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