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The Image of Taiwanese in the Literary 

Works of Niigaki Kouichi 

Lin, Hui-Chun 

Associate Professor of General Education Center, 

Chang Gung Institute of Technology 

Abstract 

Japanese writer Niigaki Kouichi 1913-2002 , born during the Japanese 

Occupation Period and raised in Taiwan, had published nearly twenty short stories 

and short-short stories in Taiwan, and received the “Literature Taiwan Award” from 

the Literature Taiwan magazine. This paper focuses on the images of Taiwanese 

figures in his writings, including “ The Gate”, “In the market”, “Engagement”, “Fire 

of the Mountain”, “Sand Dust”, “Dock”, and “preparation”, in order to observe how 

the author, from the viewpoint of civil imperial leader, pointed out the road of 

Japanization for the Taiwanese under the system of national battle.  Niigaki’s 

Taiwanese experiences made him better understanding the lives of the people in 

colonized Taiwan, thus capturing their images and expressing others’ opinions of 

the contented self.  This paper reviews the depiction of figures of various classes 

and both genders, including young drifters, female students, students studying in 

Japan, aboriginals, and workers, revealing his persistence to the land of Taiwan.  

His works also demonstrate the regional characteristics of Taiwan and supplement 

the literary works in the colonial country.  However, he couldn’t throw off the 
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sense of superiority of as a Japanese, thus had appeared in his writings as colonists, 

without seeing through the real problems of imperial residents’ education.  

Although his writing did not completely reveal the literary ideas, he showed 

continuous concerns on topics in his life and through the depiction of trivial figures; 

thus, he should be considered an important writer with distinguished personal 

characteristics among the Japanese writers in Taiwan. 

Keywords: Japanese writers in Taiwan, Niigaki Kouichi, Wansei, Colonial 
literature 
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Lightness and Lyric  

The Aesthetics of Yuan Zhesheng’s Fiction 

Liu, Nai-tzu 

Assistant Professor,  

Department of Taiwanese Literature, 

National Cheng Kung University 

Abstract 

By the end of the 20th century, the development of Taiwanese fiction generally 

has become descriptively “lavish” which proved to be a difficult challenge for new 

generation writers. The new generation writers of “the 60’s” that has dominated 

the literature forum of the 90’s, mostly choose to elaborate too far on writing 

technique, style, format, linguistic and theme so as to compete with writers of 

previous generations who have established their names in this field. A few writers 

choose an opposite way, ventured out into a totally different area. Within this period, 

writers Luo Yichun and Yuan Zhesheng, respectively could be considered as the 

typical icons of these two poles of fiction writing. 

Yuan Zhesheng would be considered as a renegade when compared to other 

mainstreams in Taiwanese literature. His works doesn’t have the aesthetic format, 

the learning of writing techniques or the mimicking of works done by masters such 

as Chang Tachuen, Ping Lu and Luo Yichun. Nor does he express his interest in 

society related issues like writers Li Ang, Chu Tienhsin and so on. On the contrary, 
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Yuan Zhesheng’s writing style shows significantly the technique of “lightness” 

whereas its aesthetics brings out the thickness of rich lyrics. What’s more to 

mention his scene management skills, the capturing of images, sparing and spacing, 

all within the field of descriptive writing style and lyric vision. In addition to 

these, his works include the conventional values found in contemporary literature, 

such as the reflection and examination of humanity and the sharing of general 

experiences and common predicament. These values once again has a chance to 

elaborate and prosper in Yuan Zhesheng’s writing. For these reasons, this study 

would like to use two aesthetic concepts namely, “lightness” and “lyrics”, to 

understand the core value and special characteristics of Yuan Zhesheng’s works over 

the past ten-year. Aside from analyzing the aesthetic techniques of the writer, this 

study will also attempt to explain the reasons behind the selection of technique, 

format, theme and content as well as the correlation between different factors. 

Keywords: Yuan Zhesheng, lightness, lyric vision
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