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Abstract 

This is a comparative study of Korean and Taiwanese investors in China, with an 

aim to shed light on current theories on identity shift. The basis of the study is funded on 

the cultural difference between the two groups of investors in China: Taiwanese share 

thick cultural affinity while Korean shared thin. Grounded on such difference, we go on 

to compare the inferences drawing from currcnt theories of identity, including 

primordialism, circumstantialism, and constructivism. According to our preliminary 

findings, both Korean and Taiwanese have lived in their ethnic community and 

expcrienced almost no identity shift. Since both ethnic groups are under similar 

pressures for markets and profits and cultural affinity in this case make little differencc. 

In other words, our data suggest that neither primordialism nor circumstantialism 

successfully explains the cultural shift of Korean and Taiwanese investors while 

constructivism does a much bettcr job on doing that. 
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MJ '~aJ ~, x~;!t~f$~Z ' WGf*, 'Ml.ilJ ~ '~JL 

o gtlltffff § , sliZ~JOE~i3U:l¥J ,~%~:gfPJ J ( It-BI"fU'Ei'. 'I!!&I J 

WGt:j:l~~ 'I!!&I J) , ffi:f:fW:t!;li.!ltt¥] , t!tf7}lt:gfPJ J ( EJ!£W~m ' 

itlAJ) 0 

-' -j!'::;"IlIH' ELJn.~jJr=t ""lnH~~~_" 'AI9PJ ~VJn.C.\Ir:lJJ 1J'J":'Emm7"~ 

a~ 'ltBrqJ J ' t!t{7}~;gfPJ J f*,fa~ EJ ' Mil J t¥] 

'11*M~~ J ( ethnic consciousness) , /]):;RP&fi ' ~11*~~ J gt&:fi 

, J ' =:E~r:tlil5ttHW~m 'ftB1M J ' gt~r:tliiI~ '!J<:1M J 

mfi'iJ ? 15 Yi:j[;A1M9DWliI5ttH '!J<:1M J fa 'ftB1M J ? ~ffff~fflG11*M 

?1It~ W•• ? *~'PJ. '~~.J 

( primordialism) " 'M:Ijl. J (circumstantialism) W '~m~1fB J 

(constructivism) ~-=.fI±~l¥J~'li ' ~5t~9uT : 

13. Charles Taylor, Sources ofthe Self: The Making ofthe Modern Identity (Cambridge & 

New York: Cambridge University Press, 1989), pp. 3-33. 
14. Y<!-7'Jfi!!' r .1QW~m : W~t:tll!t'§!;Xf,.\Vr.(i"i]agf<!lllIJ J ,~.JI2:5~fJ!flj, :m9'fi;m2 

WI (2005if.12M ) , ]:t5-39 0 

15. IJTJjElJ ' ~IiA~ : J!!.i!lctl~~!¥~raJ ( : :fc~!±l1itii0]:j] , 1997) ,]:t23 0 
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) mt1:.liifDB"llt:gI'§J1Ji 
16JJil~~' '~J (given) ., '::r~J (fixed) 0 

M~1:..l¥J~~~m'-M~~mfiw~~.g~t¥]A1M',~"w= 

f±:I.t'~~!jft~ , M:f:f~~*~ ., :)(1t. ., " 1$~&jt~;fd:.1Tm 
t¥]~~jfd:M 0 ~Jl:fijt~a~~~ , Wi!tf{fEll'jt~t¥]~§·:)(1t. " 

f-g~WJmtm~m~~1:.~fi ' fR11*Mpx:1i'lrdJ EJ ~~p:lG~fI~r:t1t.iIB 
( irreducible) t¥] '~:Ct~f..!~ J (primordial attachment) , 

ta1.!~l3.~~Jmt¥]ffl~~~ ( affective bonds) '::f~~:9f-1:E~*ffffa~~ 0 

ffffll:tf!i~~11*Mp1TJlfil¥J ':J:trqJ~1JJj{lt-B~ J (tiJ!l9:.t¥]~iI~~t~ ) 

::;V::{!1:JiHJEJ1t11*M~fflGW~~t¥]~*Z· , 13~11*MnlGjiliI5tfXMW 
ftBMt¥]~. 170 

~1:.~1fB~fEllitff:~±~a"J:)(1t.lZ9* ' 1Bt~lt-BmrfiI.~~jK , 
~ ':)(1t.t1:M~ J t¥]~jK (cultural interpretation of descent) 18 {7U0 

9U ' EJm ' ~J.i+f*J t¥]AM!:::;V::-}EJtl¥JM~* ' , ffij 

:;!f:ftB:±ft~90ll:t~B~o ; ::f.~~%~I5t¥]~%A ' mEJi1R~~%~M 
l¥J-f7}+ 0 19 

~~~'~1:..J~fl~z,m:l.t"~W~fiJ~~~t¥].,~ 

~~t¥] , ::;V::~MlA ilJ~mf&~If)(1~WG~:f'-l¥J ' lZ9ll:tMAzlt£fPJ13~ 
••zPJ~g 0 {!1tW~~flI~1t.~%1§IJtfr~J!l~11*Mffti~f;j1Jo ' 1Jl!~ 

16. Mark A. Jubulis, "Identities in Flux," The Review ofPolitics, Vol. 62, No.3 (2000), 
p.597. 

17. Clifford Geertz, "The Integrative Revolution: Primordial Sentiments and Civil Politics 
in the New States," In Clifford Geertz ed. Old Societies and New States: the Quest for 
Modernity in Asia and Africa(New York: Free Press, 1963), pp. 109~1l0; Stephen 
Cornell and Douglas Hartmann, Ethnicity and Race: Making Identities in a Changing 
World (Thousand Oaks, CA; Pine Forge Press, 1998), p. 59; £IlJj!iiJ' r it131fllil¥JlJlh 
&f§lJM~lM J' ~1UUft i!!!J! ,jl~!2'fi;:mlltrl ( 200 I if. ), jl![261~267 ; Clifford Geertz 
~'~B~hj(;;'(!f-~, :xil:;~Wt" U:i1ti: J::l1iJA'§!;!±lIllJijij:' 1999), ]:t295 0 

18. Clifford Geertz, "The Integrative Revolution: Primordial Sentiments and Civil Politics 
in the New States," p. 123. 

19. £IlJjJijJ , .IiAJt : J!!.5!!5CtI~~!¥~raJ ' ~37-38 a 
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~ffln~rr r ~:g[l'i] J I¥Jar~t1 ' ~tW~rj"IFf¥HBtiliW.~~A[qJIfiI.~~;;e 
1tlt9!.IZ4>'~~* 0 ffij13.::f[qJ;;e1t~i!I:5toW~miBNI::f- 5E;f§l1JIo/,Jr§l , 

,m.oW.m;;e~~ [qJ~••~~~.:5t'~B~hm 
Moennan~jj,:g~ , ),Jt:f9=t~;;e1t!ftj.tt:tt:~~tl:Hm:5t!lilJlx1~j!;f§ 

rqJ~m!.:5tffli~1t ' ~Jl:t.tJ;;e1t!ftj.*~5E~m o20pJTtJ ' 

1f.1i:tJi3i: ' UJf~~~~"[QJtJ r M:ij[~ifIi J *M"~1i:1t;fd:~9=t69~ 
tWil!!; 0 21 

) 'mfmjjffijA'~~~[qJ1l : %cfiitJf)l[QJB<J~~ 

r '~:ij[~ J ~:gm ' ~:g[qJ~~~~ , PJ111tfljm~ , t!?J~:I\li'~~~ 
1tffij)E~ ( situational) ,1fgJl;tfUiWjlli;f¥j r mt§::.~ J jlg!~ 0 :f\f r'IW:ij[ 

J ~~~lt:gm ' mm~~~ii:§::' , JJ~mmffl,-~mI3J!;iB!~JT;fd:~ 
f¥j'[W:ij[PJT~ 0 :tE~'IW:ij[~9=t ' MA mt'ffl~ml!f!.tE~f~lm ' fiA~:g[qJ 
~ WItJff!W.ffxr5r.ffijl!f!.t£~~f¥j 0 22 tE~~f!1[~ifIi~mflMAtffuj7dtJt~ 

~flj~, tifl~Affij§ , r ~~1tJ (optimization) JJ~*ar§l7~~J ' 

fi3~fD1T!i!tJ ' *~*~tMJtMA~:g[qJ~~3J!;i§::.mH. 23F13l:PJ~f1 '0 

r~~ J (utility) M'r~:ij[~~~9=tjL',E,§I,*.!'! ' PJTj;J~q:~~~t!?~Zm 
~ rT.~~J 0 

FI3~tEfnrJt{)}~fiJt!ftj:¥.fm:tE~flj~mmG:* 0 24 lfgJl;t ' 1T!i!tJ~ 

20. Fredrik Barth, "Introduction," in Fredrik Barth ed., 	Ethnic Groups and Boundaries 
(Prospect Heights, IL:Wareland Press, 1998), pp. 9~38; Michael Moennan, "Ethnic 
Identification in a Complex Civilization: Who are Lue?" American Anthropologist, 
No. 67 (1965), pp. 12I5~1218. 

21. 'Ern~, r ~~]2i'l!It~.fW!mfKiI¥J:{f:J1!!liJf~W:E!ll.llifii: w~fl:fWj±~ ~ Ji!J:liH¥~ J ' 

tl-lWiitt"!f! ' fif,4Wl (2002:¥12Fl) ,1\1 0 

22. George A. Akerlof and Rachel E. Kranton, "Economics and Identity," The Quarterly 
Journal ofEconomics, Vol. liS, No.3 (2000), p. 717. 

23. Chai 	Sun-ki, Choosing an Identity: a General Model of Preference and Belief 
Formation (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2001), p. 175. 

24. Stephen Cornell and Douglas Hartmann, Ethnicity and Race: Making Identities in a 

~~:;fiJ.~~~fii]#.~ : f:)1!j~4)1!j1m~ 177 

~fN.~Fl19il1±tfm:ij[ , 1UIJT r~/ftl!. J 1191UH* ' ~ffij~~~~~ 
Jt{)}oWr-tr§l~Jt{)}~.lI: 0 ffijUa~[l':Uf!U~~m~ffittJooa~ua 
~fjJH~ti~)E~lll&~~119mumtJ:&:~ , ;finUU£~Q1{~~:g[qJr-tit 
;M;i&~fU~ , ftl!.1'r1§i:t~~,*)£;ma~tI::\2X1JOA5J-mUa tlDBarth0 

-grm ' r ~m J ~EI3;M;~j!iPJT~)EEi9iB. ' r ~Ujf:W J ~:tEff.}1fa ' 

;;e1t ' IfiI.~W:tIHJ1I!~~Il~~ , ±~.:5t11fPJT±Il~:gF.¥Ei9 r Iii±tfjf 
:W J 0 25 

mA~ff.}f!1[·rj:a~:g , ~M$UmaJJ~~RXJtfU~~§::.ff § ~69 
I~ , jZgJl;t~~~1JOAf[fUff.}gV~·'~~Jtm*!ftj5EflJ~ (*~~~1 
~~mi&m~) ~ua :tElLtilUilfF ' A~rM1*~mA~[qJ~f§PJ0 

~ r~rr~~ J (intentional) , r § ~'/j:~ J (purposeful) , 

1J@l~::fM89 J (vague) , r fffffiIEi9 J (temporary) '~~#::f 
tJF~fl~A1JOAIj(1iI~'[j:UaEi9i.l1fi~'rj: 0 26 ~DHarreII~~~UMf~ 
WI~B§*Hl1f[qJfrif.1J!ff ' m$.J:M1:f~l'f.m~[qJ 0 27:tE~~1t;m: 
~~WJI~lI~zr ' :fr~~Um~oW~u~:g[qJ [] ~~jf;1t ~m~0 

[qJoW~U~~~~mt~~J1I!ffl~~~%~fffr'~~[qJf¥jiBNloW~ 
~!.IZ'~~~IT!i!tJ~Ei9±IiJ~m 0 28 

(=)~fft~®~[qJ1l 

~m~~Hti¥PlJj(§::'W1W!~gifli$ffli5E~tWfi r :7.fs:Wfj: J (essential 
elements) ~tl~~* ' ±5:RB!~~ r~tW~[qJ J Jf!W.~A~~ r iJI± 
tf~tw J 69*6* 0 29 

Changing World, p. 57. 

25. Fredrik Barth, "Introduction," pp. 9-38. 

26. Fredrik Barth, "Introduction," p. 33. 

27. Stevan Harrell~ , B~/liiJ{t1(~~ , Efl!JI:j:l~.I¥IUJf,i~~.mra.J -1:j:l1lliZ!ii\fj•• 
iittm;:iJ-~iJf~ (1Ji1l.'i : 1Ji1l.'i.A~I:Wlliij± ' 2000) , ~27 0 

28. :.Em~, r :ilfJ'iJtJl!It~.fW!mfKi8"J:tEit!lliJf~W~~ifH J '~1-2 0 

29. Karen 	 A. Cerulo, "Identity Construction: New Issues, New Directions," Annual 
Review ofSOciology, No. 23(1997), pp. 385-409; , r :i8ra:J2i'l!It~.fWIIM{KiI'l':J 
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~OAnderson1£:tt::glf:m'fla9it:l6.Je-.tft~j][: r ~1r9Hi~-;m 

~~I¥J~[EiJm (imagined communities) 0 ZPJTtJ~~1~J'I~ , ~~F!P 

f~~!{l/J\~~I¥JPX~ , i::I1./FllJfi~~£.ft!!1rJ*~~l¥JrsJ1ffY ' ~fffl ' ft!! 
1rJm~.~~••W~~.-~pxa~~tft,~••~m~oJ 
Anderson~£~ , ~1i*~-f:I rm~ J 1¥J;t'J!~ , tJ'&i8(m~:3t1t9.tfft 
l¥Jifi~ , sl1H~tfj~~ r~~I¥Jf&~.J (historical narrative) M9.tfft 
~~~~7f'IlJ~ftV(~-$ 30 Gellneri::l1.~£~ , ~~lJM.ijl1-\:±.1§\Q0 

*~~I~1tjji±tI~Ij:jJWt£~llJmm1tz:3t1t~*fffl9.tf1l~ 0 31 ij! 

~±.I§\Q*~:tt~~~Uftml¥J1E~I~ , 1itt-l~~~lH1I~fll¥Jl§\Q~± 

~~i8(iajji±"*1t~~.~lt~, Jillt~~0~f;fI§\Q*~i8(JMl¥Jlt£lq] 0 
32 

~Z ' f;f9.tf¥l~Hi11'f*IDt ' :t£~*~~l¥Jm3lr ' ~£IQJ~~9.tfft 
~*~It~ f.§.Jltf:liWfEj~~F*fi±~fiJTIDtI¥J*'I'6F1<~I¥J~£Ij:jJ ' fffl0 

~-·flJ='J~W••~IfJI¥Ji&t~ , ~1':tJtJJII..~ "BB§tJ.&:3t1tJl11*tJ 
r~HlG J (becoming) 'fffl~F r!t~ J (being) ~-~JE±III¥Ji&t 
~ 0 33 

i±L1:IlZ ' ~WfHlGaJ'l~flAWfm.~~iW[EiJllJ*§ }Jf(~IfrJ.~ , 
{}j\1lJi±ljji±"*:3t1t~i8(mfiJT~fft ' Smith~1j1JjHi::Hrr$fftiH'..6iW~ '1i*Wf~£ 
rOJ§iffiIlJ~lfilifJT9.tf. ' 1EIJIt r m1~ J 7f'llJfim!i~fffl* 0 ~Wfa~i&t~~ 

~~~ftIDlUi~~"*~~ffjtlA~ r9.tfft J J'I~~ra~ 0 34 ~1It • ~Wf~£[EiJ!t 

~F~f$}Jf(~ , i::I1.~<~~A~±~9.tf¥l ' fffl~:W-1iS'Jif911'fzFIfJ ' i±I:e-1i 

:tE.I:ililiff~~~ I ' ~2 0 

30. Benedict Anderson, 	Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of 
Nationalism (London; New York: Verso, 1991), pp. 199~206. 

31. Ernest Gellner, Nations and Natonalism (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1983). 

32. B. Rosamond, r ieatli!:1!r1t.J ' ilili1i1'B. Axford' G K. Browning' R. Huggins' B. 
Rosamond:fi ' ~T!/I;t~~ 'iSl5a¥a<JAil ( t:J;;jt : fl1sx1t '2006), ]'f43~63 0 
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Questions ofCulturalldentity (London: Sage Publications, 1996). 
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~.pJT~~fffl~ 35 E~Wf1!tJi5~± ' ~£fSJ~1t:ij\GiJrtllifJ7f'* ' ~fffl0 

~~~~~~WZr'~~AO~lfJeHlG~~o H~Wfpxa~~ 
:W-~@13t ' )Jf(:$f;i±lPJT.}Jf(~~WfWfltl§\Qlfd:"*PJT~mZ~Wf~£I~J ' ~ 
~WW~~~Z)Jf(~~Wfru~±I§\Qi8(mWft"*.fftZ.fSJlillifJ? 
~fffl£~1ilJ;m~1t ? 

ffi " ~:gjqJmt!ifJW~IY-J*,l}jUft{tJt 

~1i*••lIDf;f:ttft!!:3t1tmr.~ , fifiJTi.lW r mL::~ J fo r 8M~ J 

~~~ 0 }.f r mL::~.J ~~~.~ , ~f~1t~1':t~IfJI¥JA1rJln:ttm 
A~mi~1jt:t~ , ~fffiifi~~7Clt£[EiJ 0 f§.}.f r 8M~.J B~~11'ff{Ij~£~ , 

::t£~t*:3t1tfrt'm:e-~Zr ' A 1rJ&ffifJ!tJDft'<~ F1 !Wt~:3t1t/~~. 
[EiJ 0 36 

i±l1iS'*:3tW~§~~Il~~*Mm~~~A~~'~fffl£~. 
[EiJ"~ , ~~1JJ8M§!Wt~JU£fSJ ~1It ' ±~Il~~B~~a.fIlj0 

f;fflA~1}}a~um~£ ' tJlitM.~ , 'B!.t5 r *a~M.~J " r ~tt::t~ 

~~~J '~IlJ~ft!!1rJ~~~~1iS'~~ft~"WJi5~~~~iJrt' 
W~~A~m!tfj~)J1:II.m*U~ ::G~*~Wffi~~~IltA1jt:t~ , i~A0 

1jt~:3t1tw~m ' JmIIMUifl~~m~ , f{Uifi£flllJfi~~~~£fEJ"~ ; 
&z ' ::Gafllj~.fIlj1JJ§HlG-fl~~Mm, JtJ§B~mB~m~fO:3t 
1t~~ , ~U~fIW~£rtiJ"~l¥JllJfi~tl: 0 

" .fflj~roJ(8~5JiFf'~ 

~*~~fi~~mA1jt~ , ~:$f;~:t9:Jl~!rti*~ 0 ~CPI§\QI1I.~ 
fi~11'f~$m~~~'~~AOtft{}j\~~~~m~.:3tI¥J~~~' 
~Jft.~A~*tJ~~~~JJtifi£I'i'UI¥J$mJ~~~~~~ : 

35. Anthony D. Smith, National Identity (Reno NV: University of Nevada Press, 1991), 
pp.20-21. 
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