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Abstract

This is a comparative study of Korean and Taiwanese investors in China, with an
aim to shed light on current theories on identity shift. The basis of the study is funded on
the cultural difference between the two groups of investors in China: Taiwanese share
thick cultural affinity while Korean shared thin. Grounded on such difference, we go on
to compare the inferences drawing from current theories of identity, including
primordialism, circumstantialism, and constructivism. According to our preliminary
findings, both Korean and Taiwanese have lived in their ethnic community and
experienced almost no identity shift. Since both ethnic groups are under similar
pressures for markets and profits and cultural affinity in this case make little difference.
In other words, our data suggest that neither primordialism nor circumstantialism
successfully explains the cultural shift of Korean and Taiwanese investors while
constructivism does a much better job on doing that.
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Identity Shift
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