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Japan’s Asia Policy during the
Yukio Hatoyama Administration:
A study of the‘East Asian Community’
Proposal and its Transformation

Ryo Sahashi

Associate Professor, Kanagawa University

[ Abstract )

The new administration led by Yukio Hatoyama and the Democratic
Party of Japan was established in September 2009, with the proposal of ‘East
Asian Community’. This proposal generated widespread attention and strong
criticism, since it was implied exclusive regionalism and a Japanese foreign
policy of ‘independence’ from American influence. However, Prime Minister
Hatoyama publicly stressed alliance with the U.S. and reaffirmed the
necessity of functional cooperation in his remarks on Asian policy. Also, the
administration made continued progress on its partnership with Australia and
India and succeeded in making better relations with South Korea and China.
In fact, during his tenure, Japan’s Asia policy has not been transformed as it
was claimed, and it fails to leave any footprint on regional institutionalization.
Issues yet to be discussed include linkage between alliance network and
region-wide mechanisms, positioning of rising powers of China and India,

and the roles of major and middle powers.

Keywords: East Asian Community, Japan-US Alliance, Yukio Hatoyama,

Democratic Party of Japan, Japanese Foreign Policy
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