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Entering into a New Stage of
Regional Integration in East Asia

Koichi Ishikawa

Professor, Institute for Asian Studies, Asia University

[ Abstract )

Regional integration in East Asia has gradually entered into a new phase
since 2010. In the 1* stage, which started in 2000, FTA’s networks centering on
ASEAN were almost established. AFTA and ASEAN plus One FTA were
realized China, South Korea, India, Australia and New Zealand to conclude a
FTA with ASEAN. In the next phase, pursuit of a region-wide FTA in East Asia
or the Asia-Pacific region became the focal issue. Three groups have been
proposed and studied for a region-wide FTA: ASEAN plus 3 (Japan, China, and
South Korea), ASEAN plus 6 (Japan, China, South Korea, India, Australia, and
New Zealand), and FTAA, which is FTA in APEC. Meanwhile, U.S. and
Australia joined the P4 that became effective as of 2006, and a TPP has been in
negotiation since 2010. TPP is a new type of region-wide FTA with the following
characteristics: 1) extremey high ratio of liberalization, 2) a labor and
environmental issue inclusive FTA, and 3) participation of the U.S. The U.S.
focuses on formulation of rules for competitive equality and enhancement of
intellectual property rights protection, aiming to get China to comply with
international trade rules in the long run. The creation of a region-wide FTA will

progress under the strong influence of TPP in the new phase.
Keywords: ASEAN Economic Community, ASEAN plus One FTA network,

TPP, rule oriented FTA, ratio of tariff elimination of FTA
(liberalization ratio of FTA)
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