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Taiwan-Japan Relations Under
the Ma Administration: Long-Term Relations,
Challenges, and New Strategy of
Pragmatic Communication

Tadahiro Ishihara
Assistant Research Fellow, Institute of International Rerations,
Assistant Professor, Master Program in Japan Studies,
National Chengchi University

[ Abstract )

After the regime change from DPP to KMT, the Ma administration
initiated flexible diplomacy allowing Taiwan-Japan relations to develop more
pragmatically. President Ma was initially regarded as anti-Japanese. His harsh
attitude toward Japanese affairs during the sports fishing boat incidents
(Lian-He incidents), shocked a lot of people in Japan. Right after that,
President Ma proposed cooperation initiatives to improve Taiwan-Japan
relations, expressing that “Taiwan-Japan Special Partnership” required steady
and continued development.

In Ma’s first term, the most significant advances in Taiwan-Japan
relations were continued development, challenges, and the pragmatic
interaction processes established. Continued development signifies the
mutually shared favorable impressions, steady trade and cultural relations.
Challenges in the Ma administration evolved from the historic disputes on
territory occupation and harsh attitudes Taiwan’s historic texts have adopted
toward Japan. The pragmatic communication framework developed between
Taiwan and Japan comes with the 2010 MOU signed between the two
countries.

Despite significant regime changes in Japan, Taiwan and Japan has
worked together to improve their relations over the past four years, and after
initial challenges, Taiwan-Japan relations has shed the initial instability and,
having gained insight into the key to stability, is on the path of gradually
developing steady relations. Solidifying Taiwan-Japan relations is the support
and love expressed to Japan by the general public of Taiwan immediately
after the 2011 Tohoku earthquake in Japan.

Keywords: Japan, Taiwan, Taiwan-Japan relations, Flexible diplomacy,
Pragmatic exchanges
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