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Diplomacy during the Second Term of
Ma Ying-jeou’s Government and the
Key Issue between Taiwan and Japan

Kazuo Asano
Professor, Department of Law, Heisei International University

[ Abstract )

From 2008 to 2012, the first term of the Ma Ying-jeou’s (KMT)
government intended to improve the relationship between Taiwan and
Mainland China on the basis of “1992 Consensus” and “one China, different
interpretations”. It also tried to avoid conflicts in the Taiwan Strait,
expanding its active engagement with the International Society through its
flexible diplomacy. That gave ROC the opportunity to take part in the WHA
as well as more stable and better relationships with the USA and Japan.
Therefore, for the second term, Ma’s government has no need to change its
way of diplomacy. In the case of its relationship with Japan, on one hand,
some new agreement was signed in the last four years, but on the other hand,
the conflict of the sovereignty and fishing rights of the Senkaku Islands
(Diaoyu Islands) have become more complicated. Dealing with this issue,
President Ma released the East China Sea Peace Initiative as his message for
Japan and ROC. The fishery negotiation between ROC and Japan in the
neighboring area of these islands would be one of the key issues the Ma

government should address in this second term.

Keywords: 1992 Consensus, flexible diplomacy, Senkaku Islands (Diaoyu

Islands), East China Sea Peace Initiative
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