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Institutional Defects in the Chinese Foreign
Policy Making Process

Ichiro Inoue
Associate Professor, School of Policy Studies, Kwansei Gakuin University

[ Abstract )

Recently, increasingly more party and government organizations have
been participating in the Chinese foreign policy making process. However,
there still exist serious institutional defects in coordinating policy among
ministries, including the military, and between the top leadership and the
executive level. Traditionally, the scope of jurisdiction of the Chinese Foreign
Ministry has been quite narrow as compared to its counterparts in other
countries. The current hierarchical status of the Minister for Foreign Affairs
in the Communist Party of China (CPC) is not high enough for it to manage
important diplomatic challenges flexibly, with enough responsibilities.
Smooth coordination within the party and between the government
organizations is even more essential in today’s times. In that sense, the role of
the Foreign Affairs Leading Small Group (FALSG) of the Communist Party
of China as a coordinating body of Chinese foreign policy continues to be
important. Still more importantly, the General Office of the FALSG, as a
permanent organization and, especially, its director Dai Bingguo have been
playing a vital role by bridging the gap between the top leadership and the

executive level in the process of formulating Chinese foreign policy.

Keywords: Chinese Foreign Policy, Foreign Policy Making Process,
Foreign Affairs Leading Small Group of the Communist Party
of China, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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