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B4 CHAHLER (SS/(TQ+TA+SQ+SA)) 14 18
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A Study of Substitute Teachers’ Professional
Knowledge, Personal Teaching Efficacy, and
Teaching Behavior in Critical-thinking Instruction

Yu-chu Yeh

Abstract

The main purposes of this study were to investigate substitute teachers’
cognition in effective critical-thinking instruction and their use of positive teaching
behavior for critical thinking. 101 substitute teachers participated in this study. The
employed instruments were two checklists and two Likert-type questionnaires
developed by the researcher. The applied analyses included descriptive analysis,
paired t-test, MANOVA, and ANOVA.

The major findings revealed that (a) the substitute teachers seldom used
effective teaching behaviors that promote students’ critical-thinking ability, and
most of them employed the traditional type of instruction—“The teacher asks, and a
student answers”; (b)the substitute teachers were short of professional knowledge
for teaching critical thinking, especially the pedagogical knowledge for critical
thinking; (c) the substitute teachers’ professional knowledge positively influenced
their teaching behavior for critical thinking; and (d) the substitute teachers’ personal
teaching efficacy for critical thinking positively influenced their teaching behavior
for promoting students’ critical-thinking dispositions, but not their overall

employment of teaching behavior for critical thinking.

Key Words : substitute teachers, critical thinking, professional knowledge, personal teaching

efficacy, teaching behavior.



