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The Presupposed Frame and the

Narrative Structure of Shampoo Slogan
Shun-Ying Chiou®

ABSTRACT

The study treats the slogan as a narrative unit containing the syntactic
locus and analyzes the slogan of Head & Shoulders shampoo by establishing
a three-step analytical model. Firstly, the study analyzes the narrative
sequence of the shampoo slogan and develops both the direct and indirect
formulations of slogan narrative in order to clarify the sequential logic of
this sort of slogans. Secondly, based on the oppositional analysis of
semiotic square, the study discusses the appeal strategies of shampoo
slogans and examines the presupposed frame of these slogans. Finally, the
study explores the semiotic transformation and the syntactic style of
shampoo slogan and finds its narrative structure indeed reifies the
presupposed frame. From the perspectives of structural semiotics and
narratology, this study expects to construct an analytical model of

advertising slogans.

Keywords: appeal strategy, narrative structure, presupposed frame, slogan
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