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The Impacts of Product Placement Sponsor
Identification, Product Types, and Placement
Strategies on News Credibility of TV News

Programs’
Tai-li Wang, Herng Su™*

ABSTRACT

Product placements arouse huge controversies over news credibility and
marketing values in recent years; however, there have been limited empirical
studies focusing on the impacts of product placement messages on television
news credibility.

This paper argues that if the effectiveness of product placements is built
right on the cost of news credibility, product placements’ magic effects will
soon go away.

The current study therefore examined Taiwan’s TV news programs in
order to investigate the effects of product placement on news credibility.
Results showed that TV news with product placements were perceived less
credible than TV news without them. Moreover, in terms of the impacts of
product sponsor identifications on news credibility, news with product
placements revealing sponsor identifications were perceived more credible than

those hiding sponsor identifications. Lower-controversial product placement

%

The data of this paper came from part of an integrated research project, The New Phenomenon
and Social Impacts of Television-The Impacts of Product Placements in TV News, funded by
National Science Committee (project number 952412H004018).

™ Tai-li Wang is Associate Professor at the Graduate Institute of Journalism, National Taiwan
University. Herng Su is Professor and also Chairperson at the Department of Journalism,
National Chengchi University.
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messages were perceived more credible than those of higher-controversial
products. Product placement messages packaged in subtle prominent strategies
were perceived more credible than those packaged in prominent strategies.

This paper also found that viewers with better ability to recognize
commercial product placement message in TV news tended to rate TV news
less credible. Viewers who previously had more positive attitudes towards

product placements rated TV news more credible.

Keywords: audience studies, embedded messages, news credibility, product

placements, television news
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