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The Issue on the Selection of Materials for Translation: A 

Case on the Translation of Strindberg’s Married  

 

Bai, Li-Ping
 

 

Abstract 

 

Translation, to some extent, is a “rewriting” of the original text. “Rewriting” also 

involves the selection or omission of certain original materials for translation. This 

article discusses the issue of the selection of materials for translation through a case 

study on Liang Shiqiu’s translation of August Strindberg’s Married. Liang’s Chinese 

version of Married, translated from Thomas Seltzer’s English version (1917), was 

published by Chung Hwa Book Co. in 1930. There are nineteen short stories in 

Seltzer’s version, but Liang only translated nine of them. What is the reason that Liang 

did not translate the other ten? Liang’s literary thought is quite different from that of 

Strindberg, but why did he choose the latter’s works to translate? What is the theme of 

the short stories? This paper will try to answer these questions through detailed analysis 

of the translation of the short stories in Married.  
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Susan Bassnett André Lefevere

Translation, Rewriting, and the 

Manipulation of Literary Fame

rewriting Lefevere 1992:vii

Lefevere 

1992:124-137

 

Johan August 

Strindberg, 1849-1912 Giftas

Seltzer 1917a:5

Thomas Seltzer

Married Asra, Love and Bread, Compelled 

to, Compensation, Frictions, Unnatural Selection or the Origin of Race, An 

Attempt at Reform, A Natural Obstacle, A Doll’s House, Phoenix, Romeo and 

Julia, Prolificacy, Autumn, Compulsory Marriage, Corinna, Unmarried and 

Married, A Duel, His Servant, The Bread Winner Seltzer 1917b

Compensation An Attempt 

at Reform A Natural Obstacle

Phoenix Prolificacy Autumn

Unmarried and Married Duel
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His Servant

 

Mary Sandbach Getting Married Sandbach, 

1972c The 

Reward of Virtue, Love and the Price of Grain, Just to Be Married, Needs 

Must, Compensation, Bad Luck, Torn Apart, Unnatural Selection or the Origin 

of the Race, An Attempt at Reform, Natural Obstacles, A Doll’s House, The 

Phoenix Autumn, Bread, The Child, Nature 

and Criminal, For Payment, With or Without the Ceremony of Marriage, Duel, 

Misfits, It’s Not Enough, The Stronger, Like Doves, Idealistic Demands, His 

Poem, Cheated, A Business Deal, Blind Faith, His Servant, The Bread-

Winner

 

Giftas

Dygdens lön 

Asra

 1999 1

 1999 1-2  
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Irving Babbitt

1977 10

1926 3 25 27 29 31

 1965 13-14
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Unmarried and Married

 

Duel

Autumn

Autumn Bread1

Sandbach 1972a:18

 

Compensation

                                                 
1 Bread
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Sandbach 1972b:33-38

 

An Attempt at Reform
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Prolificacy

 

His Servant

A Natural Obstacle

Corinna  

Phoenix
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2

 1930a 5  

 

Michael Meyer

Meyer 

1985:130  

 1930a 2-3

 1930a 3

 1930a 3
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 1930a 3  

 

 

 

1930a 4
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 1930a 4
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 1930a 4

 

 

1930a 5-6

……

3  1930a 8

 

 

 1930a 9  
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civil war in the cave

……

 1977  6  

 

: ……

1965 11

 

1996 210

 1976

1902-1947

 

『

 1934 62
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1969a 86

 1969b 34

 

 

 

 

Asra, Love 

and Bread, Compelled to, Frictions, Unnatural Selection or the Origin of Race, 

A Doll’s House, Romeo and Julia, Compulsory Marriage, Corinna, The Bread 

Winner

 

Love and Bread Sandbach

Love and the Price of Grain
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Asra Mary Sandbach The 

Reward of Virtue Theodore

Meyer 1985:134 Asra

It didn't trouble him that the minister 

offered him wine bought from the wine-merchant Högstedt at sixty-five öre the 

pint, and wafers from Lettstroem, the baker, at one crown a pound, as the flesh 

and blood of the great agitator Jesus of Nazareth, who was done to death 

nineteen hundred years ago. He didn't think about it, for one didn't think in 

those days, one had emotions. 4 Seltzer 1917b:29

Sandbach 1972a:16-17

                                                 
4  He did not devote any thought to the impudent deception 

practiced with Högstedt’s Piccadon at 65 öre the half gallon, and Lettström’s wafers at 

1 crown a pound, which the parson passed off as the body and blood of Jesus of 

Nazareth, the agitator who had been executed over 1800 years earlier, for this was not a 

time for thought, you were there to receive ‘grace’ Sandbach, 1972c:71

1800 years earlier

nineteen hundred years ago  



 

58 

 

5

 

Unnatural Selection or the Origin of Race

Asra

 

Romeo and Julia

Romeo and Julia

 

Compelled to Sandbach Needs Must

 

Frictions Sandbach Torn Apart

Siri von Essen

Sandbach 1972c:363

                                                 
5 The passage for which 

Strindberg was prosecuted for blasphemy after the publication of Getting Married 

I… Sandbach 1972c:357  
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Sandbach 1972b:30

A Doll’s House

Ibsen 1828-1906 6

A Doll’s House

Sandbach 1972b:33-

38

A Doll’s House

 

                                                 
6 A Doll’s House Nora

Helmer

A Doll’s House
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Sandbach 1972d:197

Compulsory Marriage, Corinna, The Bread Winner

Compulsory Marriage Sandbach The Child

The Bread Winner

  

Corinna

Helena
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7

 

Love and 

Bread

Compelled 

to  Frictions

Asra, Unnatural Selection or the Origin of Race, 

Romeo and Julia Compulsory 

Marriage, Corinna, The Bread Winner

 

 

 

 

 2003

                                                 
7 Well, he would tear the mask from her face. He would show her what she 

really was. He would tell her that prostitution could never be abolished while women 

found an advantage in selling themselves.  ( Seltzer, 1917:211) He hated her soul, 

for he hated her ideas.  ( Seltzer, 1917:214) He knew that he would grovel before 

her and whine for her favour; that he would remain her slave and sell her his soul again 

and again, just as she sold him her body. He knew that that was what he would do, for 

he was head over ears in love with her. ( Seltzer, 1917:215) 
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