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Methodological Issues in Translation Research in China:
A Case Study

Zhang, Rui*  Lee, Tong-King”™

Abstract

Over the past three decades, translation studies has developed into a fledgling
discipline. Due to its interdisciplinary nature, it has attracted scholars from various
backgrounds, who have explored translation phenomena from different theoretical
perspectives. However, methodology remains a weak link in translation studies. This
article identifies common methodological issues in translation studies research by
mainland Chinese scholars. Taking as a case example the topic of Yan Fu, Lin Shu and
Lu Xun's translation orientations, it examines how scholars make unjustified claims
based on erroneous applications of theories or inadequate evidence. The article further
analyzes possible reasons for these methodological issues, including academic
conventions in China, which in turn reflect other problems in translation education in
China. The article closes by making recommendations to enhance methodological

awareness in translation research and teaching.

Keywords: translation studies, research methodology, theory, disciplinary development,

academic conventions

* School of Chinese, The University of Hong Kong
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1. Hig

B Bt TG - BRI EERE ST iR T (RS S B2t tEi =l
FAbhFseEi R - 7R HORTE T - BIRRATTORWsen RS 8 - iR
NEVEERERS PR T —EEAHEMTTE S - TR TR AINTSE H B
I (FRY >~ BEF 2010: 11) - HAWRESEA S BAA ERIRHE - 0
BRI RS 52 S B UHES: I PR SRR RV E RS H
WSS A 28 - B PRI 7 i B B SR el R R TR R el
WFEEA T RANETST » e T B EI A E R B’ - AR % - (A
BRI R T BE R BRI FE 7 LS - BIRR TR (LY R B S it
WO SRR RE - ALEERHEEAH AR « BUB T ~ B RBESs » TR B EIR R
TEGTEINrTgERERe " RHE2 7k 55— A3 (Tymoczko 2007: 143) - {E#lEE
WFFeEssk - B B HATOR - B2 R T ham A H s G R R T
TR R BERAE G ([FIRT 147) - AP 2L H AR5 E
SR - 40 - Z2EE - YRS (Andrew Chesterman) (2000) f2HY=
KEMEEF 72 (Models of Translation) * ZZEEJE - fZ#} (Anthony Pym)
(1998) BAMNEE S ZE 7 AT & - BEAI R - $255E5T (Maria Tymoczko)
(2007) ﬁ%]‘%%%ﬁﬁmqﬂf—}*ﬁﬁ(f Bt S L) B R % AL oy R 2 P A O
EHEOTEE -

WEZTHR - IEETZEAE PR RGE - KBRS R RISt 715
Z HEREN - FHIFEE R L Z T T EamEd - s T RE S
FRE BB RIS, - HEEH ISR E A P E B - (HiEh Z F A A S

LR TS ) ISR B AR SO - B FEREEAR -
2 W B WERSE /7B TR AT 2 A Olohan (2000), Hermans (2002) K
Williams & Chesterman (2002) -
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LR IERE R AR 2 A B S NIRRT 72 SRR (ERTF FErh E B B AE A
BN ER R BT FE gt - B T RREAT eI R A B B R R A
W (385~ BE 2009: 87) < SIFAK - MIRRERERRIERRA(E P BIAE
B AN SERAL - RRERRER SRR A B SR TR - T SRR AT
EERREH] ~ (HF T - FRETE - R - RS T R R
TTEMENTIE R 7 » BRZEIEMTTERIER AT 5e 5 (RIET) » 210 - stH
RTEULM S - | BIA S E SRR B e ARSI T 2L - ffF5E
RSB EBRMTE R Z R T RS ) ([FIRT) - XIS & BE s
Bl > $E7R TP B R R ER 2 T REE R SR T R T AR Y — 22, R FCE EGE
LERTRERARE - [RIRF - #8 F5E L (i AR A0 2 B RE BT A SGE R
FETERRE R T

B TR M SRR TR - ASCH N EINHE TR i 2 TR
[l — B SO S (B S R BA AT ~ #HEL - BROCERRT YRR ERE AR S
FEE T E BT 2 SRR - B e AR S BR i AR e (R )
JATI 2SR - Sk TR R I 9800 ERFEIATY - DAERIIAI S S5
HEEWTIRE > WEEEEARE - SRS - BEER(EE - BE
—ERERAFEE 5 - F BT S SRR AT SR (B AR B A B AR ER
Ay ST SO R A E T BRI AR E R EER R
PEERE TR — IR R AT I (AL 2 R R A SR AR SR A S
e R ER R EENAN N EERENS - AEERRTT -

ASCETRmAT T8 25 DU ~ MrT S A IIRE R T e 52 - BB
o 5 L 2 AT ST 72 3 SR A DA RRT i 15 AR S A < s S TR R AR
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BE FARYNE TR - BURR SRR T
A TRBIIR A ER SR (E AR R BT IR AR SRR R
PP ~ BT E TR EIRNRE 52 _ BRI R B R ERE - D2 E DU R #
R TE AR EBHRT G - S AE P BT 2 SRR EE 7 B DA T AR (HY)
WRE TR (B9 BRE L TR (1Y) WIEE L REEETHEER - FERA
T

< 1*
T PRAFIMEE | R | BRI
AT ZE A% (1991-) 207 222 212
LIRS E R (1991-) 45 64 60
FHRREZ LTS 31 46 37

S(EE) B 1B 7 RBEERAE (ZRAEE (BARERE) BN )
B T ERAGHEE Ak BRI - SREORES) - MG ERI RIS -
[ N2 SR, - BUS RV T A - i e MERNEHEE -
f HRASCE BRI T R R A R R R
T BTERID R I ZE IR - SRRk E 2R T R E T SCE AR A R
1991 F » ZHIAIFHBASCE AR THiET - BRHPE9 " RLOHT ) FEdskERE (e
o DHATIZE EAEEE ) AUEATI o 322 E e R R [ 2 R an 25 Bl T M R 52
HEE BT ER A EHE M - BIFRHHAY “CSSCI” 34§y “Chinese Social
Sciences Citation Index” » BT SCiE &R} (S35 ] - CSSCI HFE A Eit &t
B FREHE A LBAES  SREUE 2 ELE M FHEME SR 7 18 Fh BRI A 2700
B e S STk B R ER B2 Gl AT RS S S T E R SRR AT - (H S DI T
EI#4%E) 1 CSSCI fEHBIEM 23R - A —Ea A HIfE R B 2 U E
WCRERI RS2 2T - (PO AT ZE B #4058 ) 2008 R AL TR B2 B AR A I 5T
TE—R > 2008 LB ZEFEE R - CSSCl FEMRBTIYISE B - B - 56
B GEIT] - LRI AR AR TIRYRET DA 2014 2 5 H 25 HBAHE
AT 2 ST BB R AP AR G SR s E -

LERAN - B TAET () #IEE L TBE (B9 #RE L T &R (RY) WIEE L
A2 FREHAFISC BT R SR  + ABEERAE [R]— S B i 2 = {8 = R
[FIRFET ABYATRE » RURy[El—SCE AT RE RGBS K LR A R {E B =8 -7 -


http://baike.baidu.com/view/121181.htm
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X PRATIMEE | BE R | BORMEE
CSSCI 2R JFHAFISC ZE/E%EL (1991-) 36 50 47
FERH CSSCI AR AT Eh 27 30 23
i mﬂ@ Py %tiﬂ.ﬂ@
RS W W
WIS =8 (1991-) 170 202 182
DA =S (1991-) 41 60 51
FERHAZ O IR 8= 33 43 33
CSSCI 2R IFHAFISC ZE/E%EL (1991-) 34 46 39
FHREA CSSCI 2R IR HATI S &= 25 28 21

AR AR - AR B B 2 R PR AN [R5 S T S R Y B R SR
IR BRI R A8 - BT sE e AR - SERARIT RS
EARSAMRER: - (Rl - EeE R e HRIEERITT e R Eam il s - 8
EFTHETEEERRNS - MRS E < SR E ] DURAT 2 (i +
S EE RG] - IRAREEART FENI (S B - B E BB T =57l
MRS ENE - ASCRENEMEEE « M7 - BRI IRER
KRB A A RIS AR AR RHRT o B2 A B i e 7
BZHE— A MDAEEHER S JoH R TEDATT I Ak ETTIRE
RESCLEEHER - MRATEE T RYPE IR/ NRIRASC SRR - o H (i S e S
2 TR o BRI T EETANNE L By T ERE T BERE ) WERELR
FEP B ST ERTRRIREE A% HAARGRE/MERERZT - 2
BB MESCER N AR © $HEBE  MRT - B =R AR
AERES IR B AERTE R BARR SCEAVERE L - S AN R R A T
AT T Ez T BB Y) A m A R e TTERIERRT - rT DA ~ SRS
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FERR TR 27 R I T — LU R RE - S B — B R 2598 - A
R B B WO (E B IR e (E T DA ~ 23R - DS Rt
FeTT AR E B FTRUR 1B 2 -

2. WhyelE S R

EF LA AT A R A IR - famE I E AT e R
AR —— R AT SR B IR B e PG AT 72 - T S ALE A S BT T
FHIHT - ASB AT RIS TR 7 PR R ) — e R
il

2.1 HEmieEAURoe

GG TS R R E SR R R A RESR - BRI MR
ARATREF S ° o TR DUR MRSV BRI A - i (R
D5 75 U R e R ) BB 52 (Chesterman 2000: 15) - " #iFEEE R /2
AR 77 N E R SO TS S R (— R ATEAE R R
) 5 HEER AR E A A W R R e G R R B T B S e
TTRRBAFIARREY 715 o (ZFKE ~ #5°F 2004: 10) - FEERFSCLE R BIASE Y
RIGACIREE 2 % » K& T Rm e RRER & BB H AL RIS 1 MRS AE
B Al B 5 P e T KRR R BT T (IRESIE 2012
162) < JTAEZK - B WIEER FE (e B R PR T 2R B RUREDT - SRR
B £ i B R) 8 — S - (R ERF R FE TR A8 A 7 7 B B B ZE
= Ay EFE LB P TR R - B —{EA A G M A]EIE - HIABIEEM e

* 2HE (FEKERESE) T85> F579 5 JbE : FRAERIEE AR -
1992 -
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FIAEGERIEGERE G - HAT > 8285 o ABRRETTRIIRERT
Ferh » F 2R AR REE IR R AT e R P A sR Ptk -

2.1.1 FiiEE

AT ER R AR H AT B 2 RO U ATRT 7] » 2580 G )50 FH 01 B R EL R Ty
AR - R - SEH R B E S RMOARETR » EeRm S
R AT ERAE S B IE MR H R I S BRI A R, - A LE2E e
FEHR | R LS HE G B EL R S WSO ST T RO R (DL T 2 - (H
FENNAMSE » (58 &7 2835 P ER G AR S FE B e FR L X 3R S s R RE R 72
BB MEAVE 1 AR - R R e I R A B R R SR S
HITIAFE -

SHE RGP HAVERIRIE T B SRISAES - S R EE A
B THBE M R SR B S T - B OKRE@ (Hans J. Vermeer) $2H Y H 056
(Skopostheorie) .Z FFENILAERBA « B4l - HELEIRE] - T4 H HYEm i
KE BRI — A A R SR LI v B R TR
RIS T PER o FRLIIRERES » TELRAR AR RO -
Bl R DUR B e P B R S IR H /Y ) (IR 2012: 51) < B 7w
T b A1 3 R R L g PR S 15 45 R 3 E A R S B o B PR —
TERIEIRERES - AEETRE REUAAEIRER - 5 BT - R
Higm » M —EERFERESCANE BT » T IREMREREN R
TERNZRZEBMETRVEDN - E—P2E  TERRUIZEED
(Nord 2005: 35) < (At » FFZT » BIFHA AT RIS am B B #amAY B A
Bt we  HEAINR - Ga (L RN TR B — B - EAUERTE R &
BITHREMFR IR AR —32 » ANE LR A A A
EABAERNTT BN GF - IR0 R BB B B b E R 3
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SCGEH TR AT AR R R H R RS IR E R - IR S Efe I B i
e o LRI - 38 flGm e i LR B R B R AR R v ok T TR AR 1l
WFEReE R R - BRI - T DARREZAmE DA H R iR i &2 - B
AU A AL w7 - BLEmE RS NHURRERTLE - 5 E
FEEELRE 8 - BN WSS T RE A HARFRAT H A @tk -
H G AT BEH I A R — R o] R AR — UINRER 2= T el X
W GR - SEREREE A (LA NME R R A 2 W) - SR
LSRR H AURR. " IR AV RE BIRERS ) B BA A
frffRE S 3 2 SRR R Ef . T T 2 - 15 A i B LAY A5G -

HRABE E LR e A —31 8 ~ FIER AR AR A s 2 -

2.1.2 @Yk

— LA MR E R R G e R R - o R A B G B L R
"IN REVHEGHER: - CIRBERTH GRS RAVEERE - fl - AR
FE R B R FE DA T2 ~ TR - T DU R
7 BERR R B (Lawrence Venuti) Firagtfy TSRS - HH
WILERTHBRPE 7ih & EOa AR T BEIYME ;5 - BR{k (domestication) ZEH
Fb (foreignization) fHES IS Y- (FREF ~ 2= HIE 2006: 110) » {EHE
BB E RS R - T iR b B T B R R ER SO R
WA E E A B S RERE IR RS (Sha 2008: 44) - BEH AT LUEEE S
WIRIEETRNS > A T B, 3k TR L IRER T iRHE ) B RESGEN
SHNE - [FIRE - RERE R A e A TE A2 R (Venuti 2009: 21) - [fi
H - fEBESHEER - TR ) B T RO ) R — SRS IR
S (FPEEF 2008: 43) - {Eam R EEIRIRERS - BEE AN TRERT
"R R BRI R IR CRORE - R HAERE Ry R B P B (A R AR
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IRAAE ) ([FIRT46) Kt - & (am & HE R T35+ iRk
BERHIAT - 2 HDGGEZE MR SRNS YT B H B 3 B8 P e o S Oae e
fiERE » Ny R -

Hame (iRFIE 1998) HERBRSC- EIEHE (Even-Zohar) #EHIHIZ T
SAifiam ( Polysystem Theory) s « MAFFIBE R =B - Z7T
A RIS TRATIRIR G - BVRFSR A N BB Ui R R 6 R8s P
BRME RE AR AR —ER G ELEEIREIREE k.2 (Even-Zohar 1990:
9-12) - Wl SCER R H IR SUAL R ik & ~ SCE2 -~ RS S L0 Ry —
{EF2 80 - BERA D - BRI T R RIS 2 N S BB e S R S T R Y
Hh7 Fe Ho i AH B R A Y 52 2 (Even-Zohar, “The Position,” 2000,
196-197) - iEfiam B (L2 BTG A TEHIRE - HEIFSULZ TR
BRI SN (2 05 1 B A HH R R M B L 22 - AR TR A BN Al L (R
i 1998: 34) HUREERT Fitk - OB - PREF BRI EIRES
EE — RIBIRE L TC R T TERES - HAE T eI I - dCiyEE
B EERAMAE P BIRYEE 5 B TU R S Bt L R ARRR ] | A A4 B L
o RS TERE - AT DARAMMREE R L PR A E SR L
SN At A7 A o R i S 5 B EL i B PR (R o SRR B SR R R 2K - ot
— SR BEAIMET T LR ST H S LHRE S ~ SCERHE  BOEH T ]
B2 % 5 (acceptability) #E1 T 724314 1 (adequacy) FEE (BIEFEAEE
HIRESCAR ) Zatam (IR 35) « G (ERIRERAIBIREIE - BREL T [FIBRHY
S - DL T TS E R 2 5 o SRS B SRR RE R R R E (R
TR — A E T U AL B TE AL RAER AR 200 | 158
B RKERIIE R AT AR TS G AIE L ARIREERER T L T ARIE
MIRESCE Ty Ay - REGEF B ERRIVRE  SCEDERZES 1 (H
AT ) o 20 R am PCE KA 2 3 52 & s AR (B B AAEE T 92 - TRk
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fsRAR L FEIRUAH AL RAREE(E T - Bb{E D - Sl i & SGE J SR T
SRMAEA R RS 5 SCER SRR M (A 2t (IR R
W PR AR A - SE BRI YA A AL R B DEEL 26 TT R MiEm B L D 3
& R > SR PR T S LR 2 2 e R MR AE T RS LRE S P S
SEEHELT TR AR -

2.2 JEEGm TR RN IE

MR B IR e b s [ A G > JCHR PR T A - RS IR
—HEE Rk EEIAA RS R T AR BIRETIE A AR - D
I AERGR - SR GET IR AR T BB © B RUEREE - IFSEAG
AL NUIREE - Bt - AR L2 Tk B AR A FmiE A ek
WA - fErt g ~ b FRSRFm AT A S AL TR SR S T 4
B~ AT AR R E H G o LS H AR S o) - BB - ARt~ BT
TR 25 EAR SRAOIRRE - T CHNRS & BT TE (2 - SIRE R e AT
FErP ST R R E I TRR Y -

2.2.1 B RAE

fEE BB MFERIE T  EESHNYI AR AZ & - 8BNS
BE o FIBEETS « 4 ANERVERIG NIRRT - A AR E R
Geal R RE A HH i (R - 5 SRR B IR S A G iR K R R &2
A f e R A Ry B - 1l -

SALGRSF EAERNRE T B B R IRAE R SRR S b - BRRRA
TEMmHEANR S OEENXE - WERIRABIREER ; MiF
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FRSME NIRRT TS OO RBIEAN S e AR SRR - T thREAR
B TS BRFESOMEREEENEGE (B EAREE) - /It
TR - BWRRE R - fSE BT SCE /R AR ZERC R e
FIERFFRATRVERTIOR « (H2 > PHER RO B EE
fl—& BT - — & ROGRE TS BIZR T - R EAE R
et - HBUE % - SEE A RRAE T (BfES » B 1999: 13)

i fuama AR DL T UL RSF R | RAREERE ~ AT R T ST
TEE - B ROMRAT IR - Ho DRSRSEELE (OMATROBIRE) — SRy RER R (38
E CHYEEL - ARESSEERA T MR 28 O ReRY i R E FlER & FR I
PUBRSF SR ) WERAE - 1 - A AR (PRFHIMEE) Fo0 - B3
B8 EF L PTAONT RAE IR R T (ERBRIRAE B ) FLE ARG )N
REE SIS W0 B AE RN e ] P o SCIMREPG 1/ NaR° (S8 1981
42) -

A (A WEN - HER 2013) FHEE W GRIEAGH
EREN L CE RN ERRE T RAEE - H— T EEEEEE
FETRERELFE TR S LI A AR A AR B AR - E I AMLE RS M G
HEE SO ZER » B AR E P 7 St 20l AR T HAZ 3 g RE
ARV - BLAEEEE R AR s B2 T N2 RLRHE - HER

® $EELE (MATHUMIRE) —SCPRRILERFSCR T EMGRSE /R (B
KICZGESE) # > BMESHMTEEH > R - R - MEEHE - "5,
BRI GE S IR ERAGR (I HANGREE ) » /NIRRT R - BB A - fth
B SCE /N DA SERE AR SCRE R E R TRV TISChE - (B2 THLER
B BB & AT — & OGRS BT - ET
TETFRIPRAT AR AL F AT U7 b1 TH SR sBe O, - SERRESGR ~ IHile
FAREIE DR R FRIAE (BERORIEZGEE) o A DR (M ARRE L
HC RGN - R0 - T Bk, o BNy (RORERS) BEBEHE -
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BERIERIYNZETE R - AR FLBAL - (ER R R TR AR A AR AR
VAR » MR AE » RSB IR RST » TaRIKAERE G » AL ALY B
[ EFESCHEE) ) ([FIRT 7) o SB—WRaniBE e E AERE - w] DU BIK
15 R SOE R AL R R SRR B T 3% - B amis M e e - E
B AR BRI AR RE B — A R B 1912 FERBEIRATE 1921 H£HEK
i MBS L ERE A A 1894 EHHAFHE 2 1912 SERBISER Y
fE (DT 1998: 40) - [AIL » G B2 50 B s AF 1) <P SEAE R S 7 ol
HSZ B RS SOE B SRR R AL R B B B8 2 M e
EE - hEhRaR - SE R —HaRIB T REF s HamEs -

2.2.2 AN

HLCER S AT R R RE R S R R AT S R 72 - (RS
& BB T imag aE - SRR RTRE © HEEE IR R R T
HIANE - BB BRI AR R T B el MR ] B -

HamEZenEER THR ) TIREREENS - U T EREEE
FERURERE B R T o A MR BERE A B AL A B LA
B ) (FRED 1991:37) - HALE#HTH » H s DVERAE (BRI EIRRAE
{5) MR EETE RamiB kS 5 O RVBES - T BuRas T R B SCEGES
FEERNTHEE T AECHIRLT - RAEREEIT - MRS T SR S
AEREINE I - ISR EREAERE - BREFF WA - T EHE - thib
JEMEBINKYEE < BERERT IS, - UE R I RIS, » M —HJ55 - Wk
TN SR - W AORFEERREE - OB - I T~ - (HER
ISR - FTSRGER — R T - TEER - FoDUR FUFRE — B
o SSERRAERES - Y - IMEIMNITRY » SNBIRY - R (E AT DU R T
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Ih - EEE R T SRMIGERETERAIRL S ) SREB - Sl T EEAIRE
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R - BRI SE B o e P AEml R IR RS - BB T B BRE
TR mE R R S AER IR I DU AR HEE GRS - SRR A -
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TR AR TR fEA TR e BERAIAMS I TR - SRS
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X Lha%tiam Ry SR BEE TR B - 5% " BIRRIR | A nVemae iR
NE LR -
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sefif - FEEFC o RO M ERRANE , (EEE 2011: 289) « ;G EEE1E
Himanaiet - mdes [HERWEFE RS - T PRSI SCEGEE - BT
%ftTﬁQT’wawﬁ’Eﬁﬁfﬂ%’mﬁﬁi’ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ’
FEREIIE 0 - SIS TR R SERERE A L ([FIRT) 5 A6 H - R
FI R H BB RE E—— T RS T - BRELEK B L
—E - EKEEEREEME - EEF THhRENEE (X5 28
J#gE T » EE A HE R L A — Y IR 23 B RO
BACRRIIL A5 - Bh5 - BB - 2 72F o0 (FRT) - DUsE L& REE
Ry HHBIGE SRR —BRES - AR - - AR BIRE R EE MM
FAEERRNE R T RZF - G TSR BRI N R S -
R NERE R BIRE SR BIfETE I R PR A SEERE U R A | ([
i) SE—SRE - SR TR R A ERHE , R s
X ER—E TRES T AR R E K B SBAIRY - BT
o s VR RK G ERIEE R JRGE TR - AORE R DB B RS
AT TIR - HTRY AR - B E TR A I RS B R IERERY R R TS
T+ P& (Martin Luther, 1483-1546) 5% (E24K) - KIjH#ES) /B EEE
HYENT. ) BB T AR HEHT T BRIk S — IR T T RS — (ERR T
HE » BB B BIRE SRR 5 (FRIRT) - BEfR » X5 BTG (E i RER 2K
ameg H B A T EEE ) ARKECEHBIEE XA T BRI A
WraRBLER - T L UFREEIZ — B - iR TESERRIaEy fiiE
Bk TEEEAEA - —EEENEL Rk THIETET &
TR RS o e EEBPHE RN RAGER » Hpg—ih
3 - W0 TANE S TpOR TIE L B8R - AIEDREE TORIE ) e
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fala N — R - HE— R ETE L eR > SR TR -
PR - REE R A GRS B A — T - MEm BRI AT S - ke
[ 7 2 B i B B R B B T A O R P TR N - BT Ream B N
— B TR NMESIRIEE TS - R JREE TRy
iR AT -

3. fam

B G BRG] - B E AT B R SR h I A AN A TR T 5
B ERs E A — SE R RE A AR I - 38 LER AL (T SO T b BT e A 3R
RS - PEIREEFHEVTTERE I AL — 2N L B A GE - 552
AR ETRGHAE LT Ra {8 /71

3.1 PG 5L SRR G K

BRI SR FRBIRBIER SR SR AR T RI R PEL IR - K
EPG RIS LS LA - D ERA T E S A - PRV TR EE  OE
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