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A.

Some papers presented at academic conferences over the past few years
have been notable in their attempts to define Taiwanese religion as a cultural
phenomenon unique to Taiwan. These papers also view religion in Taiwan as
being based on a sense of identity that largely excludes China as a source of
cultural tradition. Whether this new sense of identity has gained widespread
acceptance among the people of Taiwan, or has only been embraced by some of
the island’s intellectuals and politicians, remains to be determined. Nevertheless,
the impact of such arguments on academic discourse has been considerable, with
an increasing number of scholars attempting to find ways in which southern
Chinese religious traditions have adapted to Taiwan’s unique historical
conditions.

B.

Scholars in the fields of anthropology and history of religions are
questioning the modern and western assumption that the human process of
conceptualization is preeminently represented by the written word. Although the
use of print media and the activity of writing have been the primary constitutive
matter of western culture for almost 300 years, other cultures demonstrate that
conceptualization and written language are not inextricably linked. In addition,
historians of European medieval culture are becoming more attentive to the
function of other material culture of that time, noting that the written word is just
one among many. And studies of the development of modern western culture are
looking more closely at the role of vision and visuality and how these have
shaped the western process of conceptualization.
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