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In the past 20 years rehgmus traditions in many parts of China have revived
their activities and organizations and rebuilt their temples, mosques and churches,
despite decades of strict regulation and repression by the government. This
revival is an aspect of the greater social freedom that has accompanied the = |
economic development and diversification of that period. The government is i |
trying to maintain political control, and legal restrictions remain, but wherever
local conditions permit, religious activities come bubbling to the surface,
festivals for the gods are held, traditional funerals and burial rituals are restored,
destroyed images and shrines are replaced, priests reappear to perform rituals,
and congregations meet to worship.
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Time is as inexhaustible as the ground of life itself. Even the greatest minds
have each discovered only one aspect of it. But everyone, even the most simple
mind, apprehends the meaning of time—-namely, his own temporality. He may
not be able to express his knowledge about time, but he is never separated from

~ its mystery. His life, and the life of each of us, is permeated in every moment, in
every experience, and in every expression, by the mystery of time. Time is our
destiny. Time is our hope. Time is our despair. And time is the mitror in which
we see eternity. Let me point to three of the many mysteries of time: its power to
devour everything within its sphere; its power to receive eternity within itself:
and its power to drive toward an ultimate end; a new creation.
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