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1 Globalization, Minorities and Civil Society

Koichi Hasegawa

‘What is globalization?

Rapid giebalization is drastically transforming both the status of
minorities and the state of civil socicty. OF all the various.effests
of glebalization, this volume focuses on Tt impact on minorities
and civil society as the main theme, How will'globalization affect
1ssues concerning minorities? Will globalization intensify existing
minority issues and make them increasingly complex? What kind
of transformation will existing civil'soCieties undergo under the
pressures of globalization? Especially in the Asian|context, will
globalization accelerate the development of civil-societies?

Globalization is the most significant trend in social change
affecting the entire world since the 1980s. To begin with, then, what
kind of social change does globalization represent?

Globalization carries various connotations. Letais gift through the
common uses of ‘globalization.’

First, it most obviously signifies.an-increase in economic activities
acros§ national borders. In particulary it refers to the increased
movement of capital, information and labour. In short—economic
globalization. Pioneering research on economic globalization is
represented by, Wallerstein’s world%system theory (Wallerstein 1983).
According to Wallersteingsthesscope of capitalistie:eeonomies has been
expanding in stages since the sixteenth century. It can be said that
economic globalization has today nearly reached its extreme limits.

Second, globalization more generally signifies an increase in
various activities across national borders in the political, social and
cultural realms, as well as increased interdependence, which goes
hand in hand with it. The repercussions that accompany the movement
of products, labour and information are not limited to the economic
realm, but also carry political, social and cultural significance. In
particular, as foreign cultures are introduced with the movement of
labour and increased immigration, it generates problems cansed by
cultural friction. Examples include the treatment of civil rights, as
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