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Y %%k Eind o " Sine the 1960s oral history has been increasingly
exploited in Britain and other Western countries, particularly for the light it
can shed on recent social hstory, | {25 " Even today the mainstream of
the historical profession remains skeplical and is often nol prepared Lo
enter wnlo discussion aboul the aclual menls aod drawboacks ol oral
research, |

LR H Bz —4 : ' One most inescapable shortcoming of the

personal document is its egocentrism, It is o be expected that even a
modest observer will tell what he himsell heard and what he himsell did as
© il those details were the most important things that were said and done. ;

¥4 1 It was only with the emergence of modemn academic history in the
nineleenth century that the use of oral sources was entirely abandoned. |

B — Ay M F TR " roncally, many of the written sources
cited by today's historians were themselves oral in ovigin. |, @ 1L " The
interview techniques of social anthropology and sociolopy have proved
helplul W lnstorans

AR Bk EAMUR B R e fTpEIE " Oral History ; 1€ —
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Apard [vom Boddhism, which, in the course of centuries. had be-
come cumpletely integrated into che moral and religious thought of
the Chinese, there was quite a large number of other forcign reli-
gions in thireenth century China, Nestorianism, a Christian heresy
according 1w which the Virgin was not the mather af Gad hut ol a
mam, wis introduced inte China from Iran in the seventh centory,
It had practically disappeared by the tenth century, and it was only
becanse of the Mangol conguest that it was reinoduced. Bul Marco
Palo was o lament the lact that Chiistamily was so powcly repres
senbe] fo ]:l.Ll]HChuu. "There J'.:p,"' IS :d.i.lil_, o o Hresl w nurmber of
i.llt:.l].l]c oo o Wen coeee cliueely u;[ Mesioria Il Ch:i.l.t;i;[[u u||]1_,'." T']_l_i.u.
clhiorcly wis foweded o vetpy or 1280, just after the Monpole had es-
Labalaslved themselves 1o Sewdh Chioa, Manicheism, which also came
Ervany Ira, sewens to have had a greater aod more Iasdng success, al-
though its influenoe was limiced geopraphically—we have seen how,
under the Sung, it inspired revolumionary secs in Fukien and Che-
kiang, On the other hand, Islam and Judaism, which for long were
not distinguished from cach other by the Chinese, never acem Lo
have had amy real inllaence in sontheeast Clhina, _I'|1('1_,l il mnt sprl‘.:'lﬂ
Beyound e sinall loreign comumunities ol Jews ad, predominantly,
Muslims, which exisied io the big tadiog pores of Chin,
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There ia, ar shanld be a consensus of opinion today about the
ptructure of Chinese societv belowe (e Westiern Impact, or at least
about its main features, A hige wgrarian country, the vast A jarity
of ita inhahitants were peasants, There was a comparatively small
middle class of handicealismen aml merchane, And finally, at the
top of the structure was o thin laver of scholar-officials, the Tuling
c]aﬁa. These tamows literad, often called gentry, small in number but
af immense power, duminaced Chinese society for more than 1,000
yeans. I dou’t ke and don't recommend the term “gentey," because
in Wiy sewiery more landed property was aequired througl office than
ofice was acquired through ownership of landsl properiy, Of
wourse, being a landowner gave one a better chance of vlnaining the
vducadion necessary for office. But the position of the landed aris-
tecracy was shaken by the introduction of a civil serviee and of the

a : . :
3 éln" ‘ Brl/!D J.l.LL'mr‘:f' cxamanation system [iom e l-‘fgillh Eﬂlll.uil':r' Ab. onward,

3

Hy way ol summing wp, it is clear from our lusrradons and

from general statistics that money in Ming Ch'ing China was net |

in itell an ultimare source of power, It had to be translated inte
albicial status o make its power fully felt. Fram the fonnding of the
Ming o the Mongol invasion of 1449 wealth could indivectly help
im the attainment of a higher degres and an oflicial P pudLnEE,
The sporadic sales of rdhees atver 1451 opened up a new channel of
socinl mobility for the welltasdo and made womney an increasingly
important factor in the determinaton of social st Buc up 1w
the: outhreak ol the Taiping rebellion in 1851 the stme had always
made the examination system the primary, and the sale of offices the
seonulury, channel of mobility. When after the outhreak af the
Taiping rebellion the sate |_'IL‘1._’|Il!I'.| Lo Ioac it8 Fepalatary power, money

overshadowed higher academic degrees aa a determinant of social
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Most important among edminisuative methods were twse Cone
cerve] with personnel, Since the ruler depended on profesional
Lereaucrats alike in the lormation, implementation, and enforce-
ment of policy, his suciess was peoportional o hurcaucratie abiliy
and merale, Personnel policies asswmed a mapor frlice in state e
Uberations, We have seen that ealy Chivese polibical thinkers
evolverd interesting concepie in this feld; i b oot oo surprising that
China was the firsl to develop many esuncial teclmigues. The
Primary aim was b 'iTrI-]Irﬂ'l'E the civil service proper, an elite Wi
enmnonly numbering in the developed sysiem some ten thousand
or iore aml Glling the key positions of central and local govern-
ment, To oltain more and better men the emperor Wu of the Han
Iounded a school wt (e capital which prew into a thriving univer-
Iil‘f.. Succeeding d':lrrustiu; added local schnols in all ports .D..[ the

- . empire to train promising seos of official or eommonce frmilies ot
g : (’. l; ‘ 5'-{’& Hile expense,

Cine might conclude that the real reason for the Western neglect
(e Cilvinnese Fereread Baw s thae this law is not inhorently desecving ol
mnch attention. Such a conclusion, bowever, would be aolorionace
ot several oot e e Dosi E_'ll:-ll;_:l.'.. w15 2in :i|:|:]u:_|-r:.ur|.|; tosue Lisconng
for measuring any civilicadon, and g dillering role in China as
comnpared with s role In the West peints o basic sociewal difer
erices between the two civilizations which deserve detailed annlysis,
In the second place, the variows exira-legal bodies for ancial control W
mentionzd above, despite their abvioos importanes and the gonceral-
izcd remarka about them e be found in many wnitings, are ¥ory
difhicule o atudy with precision hecanse of their seatiered and e
Fromal maile ol ||J'||'rn1|r||1. anmdd the lact that what ‘r:".r'r chird anel aaied

wid alten cither nor sericken dosen at all or, @l swrittem, nor rr:irhl}'
availabale in |r11|‘||ii|'||'.'| ICYTRLI P
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Scot says ancestor beat Columbus

Mainland lumberjacks spot rare tiger

TOMNDEM, :Ilung 17 == Gratland's Prince f'lrnrg,r Sk Clair
beat Christopher Columbus by almost 100 years and dis-

BEIJING, June 12 — A rare eighting of mainland ¢ hi-
rovverec] America Hrst, the finbleman’s descencdant claims.

na’s endangered northeastern liger has been reported by

Boow Baron St Clair Blonde is looking for 250,000 pourds
(LSS0 2 ke rebusld the long ship that the prinoe is be
Limved fo Dave sailed foom Ockoey in Scotlamd Lo Mew post,
Ehode Island. “ can only go by the evidence and 1 find it
ey n:mui.u:inp""' Ihe laron bold The Times Ti WA AT T
He points to paintings in Prince Henoy's chapel that

| drpirrvrﬁrh b Fovercd rml{li'n America. Ananoent akons

fournd in Westiord, Massachusetts, bears a carving very
like the Family coat of arms, he said. The baron now hopes
e can caise enowgh funds 1o recreate the vayage on ils
BOOth anniversary in three years' tme.

barn mainland Chinese lumberjocks in remote Hei
longjiang provinee, Xinhua news agency sald, The men re-
pou led seeing the yellow and white tiger last suonth un 2
timber piantation i Ravhe county In the far northeastern
province, Xinhua said. They said il as well-fed.
Mostheastern tigers were once cammaon in Hei.
longjiang, which horders the former Soviet Union, but
have racely been eeen in the past 20 years and ane now

protected by law. Figuies un how many of the tigers sur
vive are unavailakle,
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