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Why the Industrial Revolution began in Dritain is still a maner of dispute. Az carly as 1500
Britain had a preindustrial econemy, producing cloth for export rather than primary prodocts,
and lhug a cumulative process may have hegun. Among other faclors encouraging
industrialization were the relative political stability that followed the Glorious Revolulion of
16B8-1689, topcther with a constitution that emphasized individualism, the development af a
strong banking and credir system from the 17" century, and the inventivenéss and enterprise that
had come Lo be associated with noncenformity. There were too, abundant raw materials, in the
form of coal, iron, and wool, while an vverseas colonial empire complemented an expanding
domestic market.
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Two important facts have inclined historians to qualify the concept of “revolutionary” indusirial
change. First, the cxistence of a thriving commercinl class, expanding markets and increasing
populations prior to the Industrial Revolulion suggests that the change had important
antecedents. Second, the Industrinl Revalution did not ke place everywhere in Europe—or
even in every single country—at the same time nnd ot the same place. Unlike the French
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Revolution, whose history can be measured by a decade, the Induatrial Revalurion acourred over

the span of at least & century,
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Social stratifcation in traditional Chine was hased in general on
the Mencian principle that those who labor with iheir oiwd rule
and those who labar with their physical strengdy are ruled. Tz
this was oply a hraad principle which did vot coincide exactly with
the actual sradficadonal proctice, e have lound that thranghait
the past two thowsand years not all those wha Iabored with their
mind were members of (e mling class, ner was radidonal Chines
pociety a twolaus society, While it la parally wue thar socizl
stratification in MingOCh'ing acelety differs somewhat Irom that in
the medern Weet beeause high statuses were detenmined primariiy
hy higher academic degrees and puosition in the hureaueracy, yer the
power of wumey was increasingly felr. Before 148 mwney woald
indivecily help its posaessor to atloin higher academic degrees anal
statuses; after 1451 maney rould be directly ansiated oo bigler
statnses through the purchase of stedentships, offices, andd affial
titlen, This fa partially shuwn Ly statistics on the anitial qualifica
tions of Ching wificials (tables £ and 3) and the high ratios ol
academic success of salt-merchant farmilies (table 6 and coamaens
raries], Tn the light of our knowledge of lae Chiing institution:
history v may indeed by wid than meney, atter 1850 at the latest,
had ovesshadowed higher academic degress s a determinant ol
higher statuses. Sinee edication has beoomne increasingly importan
a1 a dererminant of socinl starus in the advanced industrial sacicties
af the modern West, we find that between Jate Ch'ing rimes and
the rise ol Communisoy tn Chena in 19979 sacial seracification in
China and in the West hecames increasingly similar,
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