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() The Princely Courts of Europe, 1500-1750 (1999)-=itiig : *Of all the institutions affecting the political,
religious and cultural life of early modern Europe, there was probably none more influential than the court ... “the
court” defined not merely a princely résidence—a lavish/Se of buildings and‘their pampered occupants—but a far
larger matrix of relations, political and economit, religious and artisti€, that converged in the ruler’s household.’ &5
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A. Please read the passage below and answer the following questions in English.

“The historiography of Indian nationalism has for a long time been dominated by elitism — colonial elitism and
bourgeois-nationalist elitism. Both originated as the ideological product of British rule in India, but have survived the
transfer of power and been assimilated to neo-colonialist and neo-nationalist forms of discourse in Britain and India
respectively. Elitist historiography of the colonialist or neo-colonialist type counts British writers and institutions
[rmong 1ts principal protagonists, but has it imitators in India and other counties too. Elitist historiography of the
nationalist or neo-nationalist type is primatily an India"PracHeeshut not without imitators in the ranks of liberal

historians in Britain and elsewhere.

Both these varieties of elitism share the préjudice that the making of the Indian nation and the development of the
consciousness — nationalism — which.infofmed this process, were exclusively or predesninately elite achievements. In
the colontalist and neo-colonialist historiographics thiese achievermients 2te credited to'British colonial rulers,
administrators, policies, instications and culture: in the nationalist and nep-nationalist writings — to Indian elite

personalities, institutions, activities and ideas.”
According to the passage, what is the problem(s) with Indian historiography and other posi-colonial history? (20%)

What suggestions might the authot give for writing better post-colonial histories? (20%)

B. Please read the passage below and answer the following questions in English.

“Howevet, it does not in the least follow from this that the study of history, treated 2s autonomous and justified
within itself, has no contribution to make,beyondits fronticts, In the first plag€, let it be remembered that this pursuit
of history in its own right is not only morally just but also agreeable. A good many people sumply want to know about
the past, for emotional or intellectual satisfaction, and the professional historian fulfils a useful ‘social’ function when
he helps them know better. He is also, of course, satisfying his own desire for knowledge. ... This might be
supposed to reduce the historian to 2 mere entertainer, but in fact it gtves him a cultural role: he contributes to a
complex of non-practical activities which make up the culture of a society. ... When he stimulates and satisfies
the imagination he does not differ essentially from the poet or artist. ... Thereis an emotional satisfaction of 2

high order to be gained from extending the comprehending intelligence to include the past.

Next, it would certainly be untrue to suppose that history can teach no practical lessons. ... [A] sound

acquaintance with the prelustory of a situation or problem does llumine them and does assist in making present
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decisions; and though history cannot prophecy, it can make reasonable predictions. Historical knowledge gives solidity

to the understanding of the present and may suggest guiding lines for the future.”

Discuss the role of the histotian in society, both in relation to the article and according to your own observations.

(20%)

Discuss the notion that the historian can “make reasonable predictions.” You may provide relevant examples, if

needed. (20%)

IC. Please read the passage below and answerthe following questions in English.

“In the making of [Frangois Furet’sjPerier /z Révolution frangaise (1978) and the suceess that it received, historical
revisionism and the revision offthefmemory of commuanismeare,closely linked. . BuFutet's interpretation of the
French Revolution was successful because, like Eutet's memory, it tapped mto powerful currents in French intellectual
life. An acute observer of and a patticipant 1n/contemporary political and ideclogical debtes, Furet capitalized on the
discrediting of communism and modulated his interpretation into a resonantkey. ... By interpreting the
Revolution in accordance with the exitique/of totalitafianism that.was then cutrent, Furet grounded the critique in the
heart of French political culture. For those sceking an antistotalitatian worldview or searching in the connection
between French political traditien 2nd totalitarianism for the key to the post-war follies of French intellectuals and the

apparently dangerous politics of the Union of, the Left, Furet presented a powetful and exciting argument.”

Discuss the subject of historical revision in light o “the paragraph.ofi the revision of Hrench Revolution
historiography in the late twentieth-century. You may provideadditional examples of historiographical changes that

have been influenced by contempotary attitudes. (20%)
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