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A. Please read the passage below and answer the following questions in English using complete
sentences.

A prominent American historian (John Hope Franklin) has written the following of the history of
American Reconstruction (1865-1877): “If every generation rewrites its history, as various observers
have often claimed, then it may be said that every generation since 1870 has written the history of the
Reconstruction era. And what historians have written tells as much about their own generation as about
the Reconstruction period itself. Even before the era was over, would-be historians, taking advantage
of their own observations or those of their contemporaries, began to speak with authority about the
period.”

In light of Franklin’s comment, discuss thesg€fieratioffab¢hanges in historiography of another history
topic. (25%)

B. Please read the passage below and answer the following questions in English using complete
sentences.

A prominent British historian (David Cannadine) has written of.following of the task of the historian:
“The older I get the more I'm convinced that it's the purpose of politicians and journalists to say the
world is very simple; whereas it's the purpose of historians to say, No! It's very complicated.' The job
of the historian is to help give people a sense of existence in time, without which we are really not
fully human.”

Considering Cannadine’s comment,about the role of a historian/versus that of journalists and
politicians, discuss one (any) historical subject and how histerians have/might “complicate” it. (25%)

C. Please read the passage below and answer the following questions in English using complete
sentences.

A historian of the “forgotten” War of 1812 has written the following: “Students of the war are hoping
that the 200th anniversary of the war will change public perceptions. With the Bicentennial upon us,
many commemorative events are planned: festivals and re-enactments; conferences, symposia, and
lectures; books and articles; video documentaries and radio programs; and all kinds of memorabilia.
Already the 1812 community has been treated to a major conference at the University of London and
an even larger one is planned for 2013 at the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis. A flood of books has
also appeared as longtime students of the war hurry to get their research into print and outsiders,
scholars and popular writers alike, parachute in to try to take advantage of the expected uptick in
public interest.”
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Give examples of how historians might connect with the general public about their “forgotten”
historical studies. (25%)

D. Please read the passage below and answer the following questions in English using complete
sentences. '

“During the 1960s and early 1970s, inspired by social movements in which they were often

 participants, historians sought to provide identity and instruction from the past. Those historians drew

on the past to define a movement's identities and traditions to its members and to explain its voices to
outsiders. They thereby widened the content of American history to include people who had been as
invisible to history as they had been to public policy. Lively debates over alternatives in the present
shaped lively debates over what belonged inthe past.™

Discuss one (any) historical subject and how the study of that subject has changed as society has
changed. (25%)
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