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1. Evaluate these realistic claims: (30%)

Our declarative discourse involves reference to things whose existence and
nature do not depend on the existence of any mind, nor on the thoughts of any
mind, nor on the conceptual scheme of any mind, nor on the epistemic capacities,
limitations, or achievements (language included) of any mind. Moreover, what
we can say about these things is rendered definitely true or false by (in the
meaning of what we say) the way the world is, this latter being independent of
our means of coming to know whether what we say is true, or false. That is to
say, the truth about these matters of mind-independent (and language-
independent) fact could elude what we could possibly come to know about
them.

(Instruction: You are required to use at least one contemporary philosopher's
position on these matters to set up the context of your discussion.)

2. One of the central metaphysical problems in the philosophy of mind is the mind-

body problem, which is the problem of whether mental phenomena are physical
phenomena and, if not, how they relate to physical phenomena. By comparing with
or contrasting to some existent account(s) on this problem, articulate your position

on this matter. (20%)
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