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For, having in his [Plato’s] youth first becomefaffilagwith Cratylus and with the Heraclitean doctrines
(that all sensible things are ever in a spdte of flux and there is no knowledge about them), these views he
held even in later years. Socrates, however, was busying himself about ethical matters and neglecting the
world of nature as a whole, bt seeking the universal in these ethical*matters, and fixed thought for the
first time on definitions; Plato accepted his teachifigr=but held that the problem applied not to sensible
things but to entitiesiofianother kind-fot this reason, that the'common definition could not be a definition
of any sensible thing, as they were always changing«Things o'this other sort, then, he called Ideas, and
sensible things, he Said, were all named after these, andin virtuelofia relation tg these; for the many
existed by participation in the Ideas that have the same name as they. Only the/name 'participation’ was
new; for the Pythagor8ansisay that things exist by imitation’' of nhabess,'and Plato says they exist by
participation, changing the nameiBut what the partiGipation orheimitation of the Forms could be they
left an open question.
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