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Ritual and shamanistic activity was usually designed for immediate practical

ends in Southeast Asian religion. Spiritual forces had to be manipulated to cure illness,

ensure fertility, increase power, safeguard the living, particularly at dangerous life
crises, and ensure that the dead wereassistedithreuchsthe most traumatic of all
transitions into a contented afterlifedFeasting and amimalysacrifice ensured the spirits
were sympathetic towards.wivatever personal matters therSmight be, the recovery of a
sick person, the prosperous voyage of those.embarking on the séa, a'good harvest in
the sowed lands, a'propitious resuliih wars, a successful delivery in ehildbirth, an a
happy outcome in married life. When Filipinos, for example, wanted to pick fruit
from a tree, plant of harvest rice, cross 4 stream, Ofjpass any major landmark, they
would ask permission from the protective spirit and make some appropuiate offering.
Vietnamese belicved, atia popular level, that the life, death, jand repose’of the family,
and all the temporal prosperity,of. the house, depended ongtheir deceased relatives.

One understanding of seculdrity is in terms of public spaces: These have been
allegedly emptied of God, er of'any reference toultimate reality. Or taken from
another side, as we function withiftvarious spheres of activity-economic, political,
cultural, educational, professional, recreational-the norms and principles we follow,
the deliberations we engage in, generally don't refer us to God or to any religious
beliefs; the considerations we act on are internal to the “rationality” of each
sphere-maximum gain within the economy, the greatest benefit to the greatest
number in the political area, and so on. This is in striking contrast to earlier periods,
when Christian faith laid down authoritative prescriptions, often through the

mouths of the clergy, which could not be easily ignored in any of these domains,

such as the ban on usury, or the obligation to enforce orthodoxy. .
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(=) {FHEBHEEF XY The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life )

(=) KRB (An Interpretation of Religion: Human Responses to the
Transecendent.)
(2)(FHERER kis © 578577 3% ) (Le mythe de I'éternel refour
archétypes et répétition )

(B)(RFEL) ( Qrientalism )
(E)(+Ew PR MR E #) (Konfuzianismus und Taoismus )

(%) (% 2) (Das Heilige )

(&) (4% % AB) (Purity and Danger: an Analysis of Concepts of Pollution
and Taboo )

() {BA A)Y (Home Hierarchicus )




