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1. Here is a potential clashing point with much of Christian tradition, and many
Confucian thinkers are aware of it, namely, how is one "saved," how does one become
a whole human--by one's own effort or from the outside? Tu Wei-ming comments:
"To say that man, by self-effort, without a leap of faith, can become one with the
Creator is novel, if not blasphemous, in the Judeo-Christian framework." Tu here is,
of course, right concerning much of Christian tradition, but that stream of the tradition
has tended to misconstrue the basiesmeaning 6fboth the key term "salvation,” and the
message and example of Jesus: Moreover, the alternatives of either salvation by
self-power or other-power is an unwarranted forced choice. Here the "Protestant
"alone" is definitelyto be rejected in favor of the "Catholic" "both-and." However,
when we speak of these two "powers;" We are speaking on two different levels of

causality. As a consequence, there can be no clash--only complementarity.

11. The important elements of the notion of karma are first, that one can rely on
oneself and one’s own actions for salvation, and second, that there is in fact no
saviour one can'zely on— one has to rely on oneself. Spiro claims that the belief that
one can be saved by the efforts of a compassionate saviour, a divine figure, can only
carry conviction where, in the formative stage of expériencing what the world is
fundamentally like, namely in childhood; that-experience is one of persistent and
enduring love and emotional nurturance. The child is assured that he or she 1s not
alone and a cognitive structure is created isomorphic with belief in saviour gods. Such
a cognitive structure wouldube difficultto acquire in Burma. Early on infants are
treated with the greatest nurturance. Their need for affection is constantly satisfied
and dependency indulged. This nurturance is rather abruptly and unpredictably
withdrawn at a certain age and after infancy physical expression of affection 1s rare
and verbal praise and expression of affection slight in order not to spoil the child.
Strict obedience is expected of them and punishment is often severe. There is thus no
experiential model for the development of the notion of a divine saviour. The only
view which carries credibility and conviction is that salvation must be attained by

one’s own efforts.
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