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[. In its formative years, the study of religion struggled to legitimate itself as a distinct
academic discipline alongside other humanities disciplines. The existence of academic
departments of religion at most colleges and universities today is one sign of its
success in gaining credibility within the academy. Yet the questions asked and
perspectives taken by the founders of academic religious studies now seem dated,
based on the intellectual assumptions and interests of previous generations. In general,
the humanities and social sciences have taken up new questions and perspectives that
embrace both inter-disciplinarity and"contemporary critical and cultural theory.
Students of religion must enter into dialogue with these new perspectives or risk
becoming irrelevant, unable to address the questions and issues concerning religion

and culture that are now animating the academy.

I1. All the great religions of the world have existed in China at some time or other. In
the past 2 thousand years Buddhism, Manichaeism, Christianity, Islam, and Judaism
have entered China and been transformed and indigenized in the process! An early
Eastern Christianity and Manichaeism were introduced in the seventh century by land
from Central Asia.and by sea through south-eastern ports. They affected various
syncretic movements, but have ceased to exist as separate traditions, though they
could be revived. Similarly, Judaism has ceased to exist as a practice except for a few
hundred who profess to be Jews and do noteat pork. Roman Catholicism from the
sixteenth century, Protestantism from the eighteenth century onwards, but none of the
Eastern Orthodox traditions of Christianity, have spread throughout China, and there
are now many Chinese-born Protestant movements..Likewise, in every province there
are Muslim families. But Islam entered China largely by the Chinese empire’s
Western expansion into Central Asia, particularly when it came under Mongol and
Manchu rulers in the thirteenth and the seventeenth centuries. It exists mainly as the
religion of non-Chinese people in its Western provinces. Of the imported traditions,
Mahayana Buddhism has had the greatest influence. But their slow spread throughout
China was always in tension with the more consistent orthodoxy of family, lineal
reproduction, worldly responsibility, the unworthiness of begging, and the imperial

suspicion of the danger of vagrants to social order.
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L. (ZEEECTHR) (Ramayana) 7. = [EIYEH

2. 7HT5LZE] (Sinaitic Covenant) 8. FH&EZ I (Greek Fathers)
3. [aZ8% (Arahat) 9. 5 F# (Orientalism)
4. HOEI>C (John Calvin) 0. {(Z{1E

5. FZ& (skandhas) 112575 (hajj)

6. fHE s (Messiah) 12. p§¥5%E (Shankara)
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