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Earlier, it was pointed out that the main advantage of simple observation ~ -
is that the researcher has no part in structuring the observation situation
. and remains unobserved while observing. This eliminates errors that
otherwise could have been introduced by the observed. Simple obser-
vation, however, is besét with some particular problems. First, the re- ;
corded observations might. not represent a . wider population, thus lim- i
iting the scope of findings. Second, error might be introduced from |
fallibilities of the observer. The observer may become more attentive !
as he or she learns the task and becomes invalved with it. Third, only !
certain' phenomena can be observed. If the observer is to remain un- j
t
]
i

-

|Se o BYs A

_ noticed, then the settings most amenable to simple observation will be
- public; private settings are inaccessible to simple observation. Fourth,
much of the data collected by simple observation, do iiot generate ex-
planations: “The data . .. don’t offer the * why’, but simply establish a
relationship.”'* This, in turn, is one of the reasons for using simple

observation mainly to supplement data collected by obtrusive methods. -
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.- Science does not desire to obtain conviction for its propositions. in
‘any price. Proposition must be supported by logically acceptable
evidence, which must be weighed carefully and tested by the well-

. known canons of necessary and probable inference. It follows that
‘the method of science is more:stable, and more important to men
of scierice, than any particular result achieved by its means. In virtue
of its method, the scientific enterprise is a self-corrective process.
It appeals to no special revelation or authority whose deliverances
are indubitable and final. It claims no infallibility, but relies upon
the methods of developing and testing hypotheses for assured con-
clusions. The canons of inquiry are themselves discover=d in the
process of reflection, and may: thems.lves become modified in the
course of study. The method makes possible the noting and correc-
tion of errors by continued application of itself.!®
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