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Z ~ In2005. there was a change in legislation in the United Kingdom enabling gay and lesbian
couples to become joint legal parents of their adopted children. More than 95% of children adopted
in the United Kingdom are adopted from the child welfare system and interracial adoption is strongly
discouraged.

In this context, Golombok, Mellish, Jennings, Casey, Tasker, & Lamb (2014) conducted a study
including 41 gay father families, 40 lesbian mother families, and 49 heterosexual parent families
with an adopted child aged 3 to 9 years. They were particularly interested in gay father parenting,
because “[r]esearch on the psychological development and well-being of children raised by same-sex
parents has focused almost exclusively on families headed by lesbian mothers rather than gay fathers.
Although it has consistently been shown that children with lesbian mothers do not differ from
children in traditional families with respect to psychological-adjustment or sex-typed behavior
(Goldberg, 2010; Patterson, 2006, 2009), the circumstances of children with gay fathers are
somewhat different. Not only are they raised by sex-sex parents but also it is rare for fathers, whether
heterosexual or gay, to be primary caregivers (p. 456).”

The Table below shows the results about parents’ psychological well-being, parental warmth,
parent-child interaction, parent-child conflict, and parent-child mutuality. According to this table, (1)
please compare and explain the differences of the above 5 dimensions in gay father families, lesbian
mother families, and heterosexual parent families, and (2) if you were Golombok et al., how would

you draw your study conclusion? (25%)
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Means, Standard Deviation (M), . p, and d Values for Parents’ Psychological Well-Being, Warmih, Interaction, Conflict, and Miduality by Family

Type
Heterosexual
Gay (G) Lesbian (1) H Gvs. L Gvs H
M sD M sD M sD b SE p 4 b SE p &

Psychological well being

Trait Anxiety Inventory 3420 800 3568 895 3670 898 112 151 45 .17 223 150 .13 29

Edinburgh Depression Scale 446 3.08 568 393 594 410 116 63 06 35 157 5 008 .40

Parenting Stress Index 6681 1721 6968 1855 7586 1985 280 336 40 16 1062 362 003 49
Warmth

Expressed warmth 38 78 3IM 92 366 76..-08 .14 56 11 -26 13 28

Sensitive responding 291 6 28 76 269 66 -08. .12 48 11 -21 .11 06 3
Interaction

Enjoyment of play 333 & 3250 85 314 77 -0+ 92 75 11 -16 A1 .13 z

Amount of interaction 256 5 253 0 5% 235 58 01 08 95 05 -20 08 .01 38

Quality of interaction k73 5 ..328 6 313 62 -0 10 8. 06 =19 .10 o7 31
Conflict

Frequency of battle 312 119 301 113 348 121 -15 21 48 -9 -i15 21 3R 30

Level of battle 156 24 180 297165 77 21 14 13 31 09 14 52 12

Disciplinary indulgence 139 78 138 66 164 66 -04 13 75 -0l 16 . 13 20 35

Disciplinary aggression 1.09 6 1M ® 138 &8 22 12 06 38 30 10 005 46
Mutuality

Child responsiveness 574 64 576 74 565 9% 01 11 91 -08 -07 .13 54 1

Parent respansiveness 6.47 58 634 66 628 64 -12 08 17 21 -2 08 007 3

Dyadic reciprodity 214 9 229 9 224 93 4 14 35 -16 J 82 41 -1

Dyadic cooperation 2.66 95 280 97 265 102 16 15 28 -15 07 |15 & )

*Positive 4 values represent more positive outcome for gay father than lesbian mother families. Bpositive d values represent more posi-
tive outcome for gay father than heterosexual parent families.

Golombok, S., Mellish, L., Jennings, S., Casey, P., Tasker, F,, & Lamb, M. E. (2014). Adoptive gay father families: Parent-child relationships and

children’s psychological adjustment. Child Development, 85. 456-468
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