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I Noting that Holloywood is able to beam the Academy Awards around the world to

over a billion people, and that American evangelist Billy Graham preached via
electronic links to a similar sumber in over 185 countries in early 1995, one analyst
worries about the implications of concentrating so much media power in so few
hands. The new global information infrastructure is “especially disturbing because
dominance in ‘global’ products implies not just the ability to ship products around
the world, but dominance in cultural exports. This dominance provides the potential
to displace indigenous culture with a tide of largely Western, largely consumerist,
global conformity. Perhaps globalization is just a nice word that multinational
corporations use to hide their efforts to infect the entire world with the cultural

virus of commercialism”. (25%)

. “Environmental security” is an alternative viewpoint that seeks to push our thinking

beyond borders. Focusing on the trans-boundary character of challenges to
preserving the global environment, it argues that threats to global life systems such
as global warming, ozone depletion, and the loss of tropical forests and marine
habitats are just as important to the future of humankind as the threat of nuclear
catastrophe. Environmental degradation challenges states by undercutting economic
wellbeing and the quality of life all of them presumably seek for their citizens. Still,
this viewpoint is less akin to the perspective of realists than to that of liberal
idealists, who look not to the state but to international organizations and non-

governmental actors as vehicles of interstate cooperation to cope with
environmental challenges. Because these efforts to redefine security beyond its

state-centric moorings challenge fundamental realist conceptions of world politics,

the enterprise is understandably controversial. (25%)
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3 Does the way judges are selected make any difference? Many political scientists,
jurists, and lawyers argue that the popular election of judges in the U.S. statesis a
serious weakness in those states' judicial systems, and they have urged the
replacement of elective systems with some version of appointment and permanent
tenure. They argue that a judge who must worry about reelection 1s more a
politician than a judge and cannot develop the calm, detached judicial temperament
that every judge should have. They further argue that popular elections produce
frequent turnover among judges and that few stay in office long enough to acquire
the experience necessary to be a good judge. They also contend that when judges
who face reelection are considering the decisions in their cases there are likely to

pay at least as much attention to what will be popular with the voters as to what are
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the correct decisions under the law. (25%)
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