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A study on the appearance in Taiwan during the
Japanese colonial period through
"Travel in Hong Kong and Taiwan(7=ifiE),

Chen, Qing—zhi*

The relationship between Taiwan and Korea is very intimate regardless of
the location or the overview of history. Recently, due to the Korean Wave
and the increasing numbers of visitors and the trade between them, it shows
the familiarity of their interactions. But when we look up the studies of the
history of interactions between Taiwan and Korea, there are seldom scholars
interested in the interactions of the history and culture between Taiwan and
Korea except for just few professors interested in politics, economics, etc.
Under this circumstance, I try to collect related historical materials of the
interactions between them but find out that almost all documents are all
aimed on modern times and the contents of them are almost official. For this
phenomenon, I doubt that the interactions of Taiwan and Korea in the past
years are all limited in the official way. Is it possible that there is no any
form of folk interactions between them? So the study focuses on finding out
new historical materials to rediscover the scene of the interactions at that
times and discussing the hidden meaning of the documents.

This book "Travel in Hong Kong and Taiwany records the course of Kong
Seong-Hak, Kong Seong-Gu, Son Bong-Sang, who are the businessmen at

Kaeseong city in the Joseon Dynasty in 1928, visiting Hong Kong and

*  Assistant Professor, Department of Korean Language and Culture, NCCU
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Taiwan through the Mitsui Company for investigating the selling distribution
of red ginseng. It could be replenished the insufficiency of the official records
and show the complete situations in Taiwan during the Japanese colonial
period by the point of view of folk people and foreigners in this book. The
study has four chapters. The first chapter gives a simple introduction of the
background, purposes and extent of this study. The second chapter is aimed
to discuss the motivation of visiting Taiwan, explaining the development of
the Joseon business groups, and the reason of cooperation with Mitsui
Company by knowing a basic impression of Joseon people to Taiwan. The
third chapter separates scenic spots in the route to two parts : one is for those
scenic spots which have assimilative meaning, and the other one is for exotic
scenic spots which are totally different from Joseon. In these two parts, there
is subdivision for visiting Japanese shrine, Koxinga Shrine which enshrines
Zheng Cheng-Gong, and the bamboo which symbolizes an auspicious sign in
one part; there is subdivision for the life style of aboriginal people, beautiful
scenic spots in Mountain A-li, and the Matsu belief of Taiwan people, etc. in
the other one part. In addition to rebuilding the real situations in Taiwan at
that times, I find out the hidden meaning behind the words in the records of
visiting Taiwan interactions to recover the historical emptiness of folk
interactions between Taiwan and Korea by using these historical materials to
interconnect the interactions of them in the past years. The fourth chapter is

the review, the conclusion, and the questions for further study.

== em 15

Key Words : Kong Seong—Hak, Travel in Hong Kong and Taiwan(#F&#0), the
Japanese colonial period, Taiwan, Mitsui Company(—F&il:), Matsu belief
(B&I(E), Koxinga(#E552h)



